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No Saints Day  

 

For the second time since Payton took over as head coach in 2006 the SAINTS have fallen to a winless Rams club, 

first in 2007, when the Rams were 0-7 that year as well, and now again in 2011.  Seriously, do we have to be the 

ones who give them a win every year that they put up a donut each week in the win column?  How is this happening 

when the SAINTS are putting up such numbers each week of every season that theyôre constantly breaking records?  

I doubt anyone on the team was taking a break from being an All-Pro but whatever worked against the Colts the 

previous week obviously wasnôt working when they tried it again just a week later.   



 

To recap; it was too late to make a difference, when Drew Brees completed a short toss over the middle in the 

closing seconds that preserved his remarkable touchdown streak.  It was his pass toward the right sideline moments 

earlier for a TD (a Rams TD, that is) that finished a lost afternoon for the Black & Gold. 

Coming off a record rout, and prohibitive favorites to romp again, Brees and the Saints fizzled Sunday in a 31-21 

loss to backup quarterback A.J. Feeley and the winless St. Louis ñLambchopsò. 

 ñAs you look at the cardinal sins of football, we committed quite a few of those today,ò Brees said. ñObviously, we 

gave them a lot of momentum.ò 

On a day when Chris Carpenter, Tony La Russa and about a dozen members of the World Series champion St. Louis 

Cardinals were saluted on the field, the Saints (5-3) hardly showed championship form (leftover from 2009). 

More startling : The NFC South leaders fell flat a week after Brees threw 5 TD passes in a 62-7 annihilation of the 

Indianapolis ñPeyton Manningsò that matched the highest point total since the AFL-NFL merger in 1970. 

ñObviously, itôs a disappointing loss. They outplayed us today, it was clear,ò said Saints coach Sean Payton, who 

worked from an upstairs box with a knee injury thatôs left him on crutches. ñI just thought we looked flat.ò 

Or, as he said he told his team: ñEveryone in there, starting with me, has got to be better.ò 

The NFLôs top-scoring team, again this year, trailed 24-14 when Brees came on the field with 3:01 left. On first 

down from his own 20, Brees tried to hit TE Jimmy Graham in triple coverage (which he had been throwing into too 

try to hit Graham most of the game) and instead, Safety Darian Stewart made a tumbling interception, rolled over 

and headed toward the end zone. 

Brees bumped Stewart just before the goal line, to no avail on a 27-yard TD return with 2:51 remaining. As the 

Rams (1-6) celebrated, Saints guard Jahri Evans drew a penalty for kicking the ball into the stands. 

Brees came back to throw a TD pass with 6 seconds left to Lance Moore (who was not having the ball thrown to him 

most of the game even though he seemed to be wide-open the most, since Graham was always doubled-up). That 

marked the 35th straight game for Brees with a touchdown passðthe only longer strings are 47 games by Johnny 

Unitas and 36 by Brett Favre which heôll tie during the next match-up.   

ñI could care less, to be honest,ò Brees said. ñThat stuff comes when you win, and it means more when you win.ò 

He did, however, see some positive in that late score. It showed, he said, ñweôre never going to quit.ò  Letôs hope 

not.  Two more games like this one and the Black & Gold will be 5-5, like in 2008, and looking for help in the 

upcoming NFL Draft.   

There was a report on the Saintsô radio network that guard Carl Nicks and offensive line coach Aaron Kromer 

argued late in the game and needed to be separated. Brees brushed aside any details as a good leader should, but 

evidence of locker-room contrivorsy isnôt a good sign of a ñcohesiveò team.  Payton, however, will see too that.  He 

knows that only running a tight ship where everyone is on the same page (and Iôm not talking just about the 

Playbook) is necessary to get to the Post-Season again. 

ñWe got guys that are passionate about the game and want to win. Thereôs obviously some fiery moments all the 

time. Iôm not worried about anybody turning on anybody. Thatôs not our team,ò Drew said. 

Brees finished 30 of 44 for 269 yards. The Saints faced a lot of third-and-long situations and rarely converted. In 

fact, Payton said, they were sometimes at a loss over what to call. 

ñWe almost ran out of plays,ò he said. 



 

This comment is surprising to me however, since the plays that allowed the ñAerial Assaultò to dominate the way 

that they did in 2009, were not the plays that were being called the entire game, or in any of the losses that the 

SAINTS have had this season.  Iôm referring to the Deep-Ball and the Sideline Slants and the Trick Plays.  Was 

there even one deep pass thrown in the loss last Sunday?  There was, to WR Lance Moore but the pass went 

incomplete.  After that, the SAINTS abandoned the passing game (with the exception of the dangerous over-the-

middle pass plays (into triple coverage) or the swing passes/check down plays which never help when youôre 

needing 10 or more yards and throwing to someone thatôs almost standing on the line of scrimmage.   

The game began to spiral out of control late in the first half. Ahead by a field goal, the Rams quickly capitalized on a 

pair of turnovers to go up 17-0 at the break and for the first time since 2005, I witnessed a winning SAINTS team 

that was playing like the SAINTS of old.  You know, before destiny kicked iné.and things turned around for good. 

Steven Jackson scored on a 3-yard run two plays after rookie Robert Quinnôs blocked punt, the first in three NFL 

seasons against Thomas Morstead. Then Josh Gordyôs interception at the Saints 38 gave St. Louis another short field 

that led to Feeleyôs 8-yard TD pass to Brandon Lloyd.  Really?  Our All-Pro Team is giving away blocked punts 

now.  Iôve seen us block punts since 2006.  I havenôt seen us have one blocked since the Haslet era.   

The Rams had faced double-digit deficits at halftime in every previous game this season. The Saints, meanwhile, 

had not been blanked in a first half since early in the 2007 season in a loss to Tampa in Week 2. 

Jackson wound up running for 159 yards on 25 carries, including a 32-yard jaunt on fourth-and-2 to set up his 

second touchdown that made it 24-0 in the third quarter.  How many more times do we have to play the Rams and 

lose while giving up over a hundred-plus rushing yards before realizing that if we shut down Steven Jacksoné.they 

canôt beat us!  Heôs like what Vick was to the Falcons.  What Manning is to the Colts.  The entire team and if you 

stop him they canôt win.  Itôs as simple as that. 

Bottled up, the Saints didnôt score until Jonathan Vilma recovered Feeleyôs fumble on a sack by Malcolm Jenkins 

for a touchdown with 1:21 left in third period. Pierre Thomas scored on a 3-yard burst with 10 minutes left to cut the 

gap to 10. 

The Saints never got closer, and the Rams finished off a win soon before the Cardinals were about to start their 

victory parade. 

 The Saints never got on track against a defense ranked near the bottom of the league. The Rams had a season-high 

six sacks after entering the game with just 11, three by Chris Long. 

ñWe always thought we had that in us,ò Coach Steve Spagnuolo said. ñIt was a wonderful weekend for St. Louis 

fans.ò 

Notes: Mark Ingram, the Saintsô leading rusher, did not play after missing all week with an injured right heel. Chris 

Ivory came off the physically unable to perform list and ran for 18 yards on six carries. Thomas ran for a team-high 

23 yards in seven tries. 

The silence in the locker room and on the plane back to New Orleans told Drew Brees all he needed to know about 

how dissatisfied the Saints were with their latest performance. 

ñIt was very quiet,ò Brees said Monday while describing the trip home from a stunning, and humbling, 31-21 loss to 

a previously winless St. Louis club. ñThatôs because we have a lot of guys who really care.ò 

Halfway through the season, the Saints (5-3) are in first place in the NFC South. They see themselves as a Super 

Bowl contender and would like the rest of the football world to see them as such but when you blowout one winless 

team and then lose to a winless team just a week later the truth is that the lack of consistency in the game-play will 

get you knocked out of the First-Round of the Playoffséand thatôs if you can even get in. 



 

 ñThe truth hurts. Weôve lost two out of three and weôve lost them in similar ways,ò Brees added. ñWeôve turned the 

ball over, which will get you beat. We havenôt been as balanced as we should be on Offense, so thatôs a matter of 

execution.ò 

Although Brees was brilliant in a 62-7 victory over hapless Indianapolis on Oct. 23, throwing more touchdown 

passes (five) than in-completions (four), that performance came between two losses in which he was intercepted a 

combined five times. The Saints also lost a fumble by Pierre Thomas against Tampa Bay and had a punt blocked in 

St. Louis. 

Brees blamed himself for the interceptions against the Rams, saying he forced those throws. Then again, he might 

not have played so desperately if not for six drive-stalling sacks and a running game that managed only 56 yards. 

Left tackle Jermon Bushrod said he was ñin shockò after the game and described it as the worst loss the Saints have 

had since he joined the club as a rookie in 2007. 

Coach Sean Payton was up in the coachesô booth for the second straight game since breaking his left leg. 

While it did not seem to matter much against the Colts a week earlier, Payton acknowledged it was a little frustrating 

for him in St. Louis. 

ñYou want to get the attention of a player, stress the emphasis of a situation or where youôre at in a game,ò Payton 

said. 

However, he also praised his staffôs handling of the team on the sideline and said his absence from field level had 

very little to do with the loss. 

ñThatôs just a small piece to really what happens Wednesday, Thursday, Friday,ò Payton said. ñWhat we do for a 

living is really no different than a teacher. é We work each week on a lesson plan and our job is to motivate, our 

job is to improve and teach a subject and then the test comes every Sunday. 

ñIf youôre going to collect these grades, and the grades are more Cs and Ds é then you feel to some degree as a 

teacher, you failed.ò 

Take a look back at my top five biggest losses in the Payton Era: 

5. 9/26/2010: Atlanta Falcons def. New Orleans Saints 27-24 (OT) 

The inclusion of Payton's loss to the 2010 Falcons is by no means an implication that Atlanta was not a quality team. 

In fact, they finished with the best record in the NFC. However, New Orleans should have won the game in OT. To 

lose after missing a 30-yard FG is a devastating loss against anyone. There's no telling what would have happened 

the rest of the way if New Orleans had won, but there's a good chance the Saints would have won the NFC South. 

4. 12/27/2009: Tampa Bay Buccaneers def. New Orleans Saints 20-17 (OT) 

It's a good thing Hartley came up big for New Orleans in the Super Bowl; otherwise he would be remembered for 

two big FG misses in losses while playing for Payton. Besides the gaffe in the Falcons loss, he also missed a short 

FG late that probably would have averted a loss to the Buccaneers. Fortunately, Payton and the Saints still wrapped 

up home field advantage despite the loss and they reached the Promised Land a few weeks later in Miami. 

 

 



 

3. 10/30/2011: St. Louis Rams def. New Orleans Saints 31-21 

I guess after posting a 62-7 loss on another team it's easy to start thinking too highly of yourself. Still, I would have 

thought that Payton would have had New Orleans ready to play the following week against the winless Rams. What 

was shocking about this loss is that the final score was not indicative of how badly the Rams dominated New 

Orleans.  Everytime I looked up at the TV Drew Brees was getting sacked again. 

2. 12/19/2009: Dallas Cowboys def. New Orleans Saints 24-17 

In a game that decided the fate of an Un-Defeated Saints team this was definitely the biggest loss in Regular Season 

History during the Payton Era due to the fact that a losing franchise had reached its peak and came within just three 

games of achieving the ultimate prize.  The Holy Grail of success in the sport.  What wouldôve been known as ñThe 

Perfect Seasonò had it not been for a fluke win by a career back-up quarterback named, Tony Romo and another 

agent of evil known as DeMarcus Ware who inadvertently had the greatest game of his career on that night.  Since 

then, and for generations to come, Cowboy Fans will still waive their car flags (in the face of Who-Dats) and gesture 

the five rings that their team won during the Vietnam Era and the Clinton Administration while reminding Who-

Dats that they were the ones who ended the winning streak. 

1. 1/8/2011: Seattle Seahawks def. New Orleans Saints 41-36 

The 2010 Seahawks may be the worst division winning team in NFL history. However, New Orleans' defense made 

the Seahawksô quarterback, Matt Hasselbeck look like Joe Montana.  And of course, I don't need to remind fellow 

Saints fans about the difficulty New Orleans had tackling Marshawn Lynch on a certain run late in the loss. As the 

defending Super Bowl Champions in a playoff game, the Saints loss to the 7-9 Seahawks (who shouldôve never been 

allowed to even host a Playoff Game) still ranks as their worst loss under Sean Payton. 

Honorable mention worst New Orleans Saints losses under Sean Payton: 

9/21/2008: Denver Broncos def. Saints 34-32, 10/6/2008: Minnesota Vikings def. Saints 30-27, 10/10/2010: Arizona 

Cardinals def. Saints 30-20 with the play of Rookie QB Max Hall a/k/a John Elway, 10/24/2010: Cleveland Browns 

def. Saints 30-17 with the help of former teammate Scott Fujita and Rookie QB Colt McCoy a/k/a Steve Young.   

 ñI hated those games.  Evil forces overcame our defenses.ò  - Brees 

 

 

 



 

NFL Power Rankings thru Week 9: 

(1) Green Bay Packers (7-0): Mr. Rodgers and ñThe Packòé.still undefeated.   

2. (4) Pittsburgh Steelers (5-2): Big Ben took out the ñBrady Bunchò.  Can he do it again?  Heôll have too. 

3. (2) New England Patriots (5-2): The Brady doesnôt care about one loss.  Go home.  Make love to supermodel.  

4. (5) San Francisco 49ers (6-1): In a crap Division somebodyôs got a free lunch to the Post-Season.  Must be nice.  

5. (6) New York Giants (5-2): Another victory means keeping the lead over ñJerryôs Kidsò in the East.  

9. (3) New Orleans Saints (5-3): After the Greatest Game in Regular Season History the Saints had their second 

worst game ever during the ñPeyton Eraò and dropped six spots on this list after being shut-out in the first-half of a 

game against the worst team in the NFC!  With the Leagueôs #1 Offense and most prolific passing attack over the 

last 5 years, all I can say is what happened?   

 
ñThis is unbelievable SaintsGuy!  Weôre better than all these teams!! ò ï Rudy the Fan  

 

 

 
 

 ñI canôt believe some of those teams are actually listed in the Top-Rankings!ò - Waldorf  

ñWhyôs that?  Because they really do RANK?!.  Ahhhahahaha!!ò  - Stadler  



 

 

 
FAN-OF-THE-WEEK 

 

Congratulations to Sheryl the Fan a/k/a ñTexas Holdôemò for being our FAN-OF-

THE-WEEK!!    This Who-Dat not only came to the Halloween Showdown in 

costume but participated in all of the Who-Dat chants during the whole game but 

also cried when she didnôt win anything in the raffle (which made her make-up run) 

only adding to the dramatic effect!!  For her efforts, this fan gets a free-shot of her 

choice during her next visit to The Quarter!! 
 

   
ñOnly a dedicated fan would wear that outfit in public Coach.  Iôm proud of her.ò  - Drew 



 

 

  Join me, and all my favorite Who-Dats this 

Sunday to watch the ñAerial Assaultò take on the Tampa Bay ñSuckaneersò 

in an NFC South Revenge Game!!  Game time is at 12noon and for this Week 

Iôll have multiple prizes including a Drew Brees home (black) jersey and the 

SaintsGuy Surprise!! 

The Quarter will be giving away a bucket of beer in the trivia contesté 

AND theyôre throwôn in a bottle of wine for an EXTRA  trivia question winner 

just like last week, so donôt stay at home for this one, cuz weôre back on the 

road and the Boyz N Black & Gold need us!! !!!  

Unleash  the Assault! !  

        



 

 

Coupon is good for any visit to The Quarter. Limit One per person  (per visit)   

For only  food purchase s of $20 or more.   Expires 11/7 /2011  

 

 

                                                            

                        2 0 % OFF                  

Donõt forget to print it out and bring it with you!  

  2011 Game Day Specials this 

Season will includeé. 

$15.00 domestic  buckets  

$5 Pat OõBrienõs Hurricanes 

$25 Firefly Sweet Tea pitcher  

$3 wells ALL day on Sundayõs until the Season ends 

$1 jello shots  

 



 

SMACK-TALK FROM THE STAFF: 

 ñSaintsGuy, how come the Saints lost and my Cowboys lost last week?ò   - ñNEELYò 

 ñWerenôt you wearing both jerseys at the same time?ò  - ñSCOOTER GIRLò                      

   ñIs that what she was doing?ò -   ñCRAZY MADDYò 

 ñ..and during Sunday-Service with The SaintsGuy.  Itôs SACRILEGE!!ò  -  JENNIFER 



 

ANNOUNCEMENTS:  

 

HAPPY BIRT HDAY  

 

SAINT SGUY!! 
 

 Rudy the Fan 

HEY EVERYBODY, t his weekend is The SaintsGuyõs Birthday Party and thatõs a 

good thing b ecause each year when the SAINTS have a game on his B - Day 

they win!! If they win this week, what should we get him?  



 

 éé....  (Dec. 2010) 

ñIôm giving him my prized possession Pillow-Pet and the Brees plaque I won last year!ò  - Ryan the Fan 

 

ééé.  
ñIôm gonna give him a BIG kiss!ò  - Jessica the Fan 

 

 ñIôm gonna buy him a drink and put it in one of these!ò  - Jeremy the Fan  



 

 ñIôm going to name a street sign after him!ò  - The New Fan 

 

 

ñIôm going to give him all of my brotherôs toys!ò ï The Sweet Little Saint 

 ñIôm wearing this and nothing else from now on!!ò  - Neely  



 

 

 ñIôm going to eat some of his cake!ò  - Dave the Fan  

 

 ñThose are all really great ideaséexcept the last oneébut,  

 

 

éI JUST WANT A BLACK & GOLD VICTORY!!!!  


