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IN THE  BAYOU  

 

 



 

What used to be a well-oiled 6.6 Liter 403 V8 Super-Charged Machine is now just a 3.8 

sputtering V6é.that needs a tune up, badly.  Most fans and sports writers and media talking 

heads would tell you how these things came to be, but I say, when youôve got a Hall of Fame 

coach and quarterback combo like Payton & Brees, thereôs just no excuses for any lackluster 

performanceséperiod.  

 
 

But thatôs what weôre seeing anyway and last Sunday, the Boyz N Black & Gold lost Game 2 of 

this ñEvil Franchise Trifectaò.  The same series of games that I told all of you were necessary to 

save the season.   

 

The Saints were shredded by the Eagles Sunday afternoon, losing 39-17 and falling to 1-4, which 

weôve only seen on two other occasions.  Once in 2007, after a 0-4 start and again in 2012, after 

a 0-4 start.  But that second season occurred while the ñMaster Play-callerò was in exile.  A 

result of the Evil Commissionerôs conspiracy to keep the Number Offense, the ñAerial Assaultò 

out of the Big Game, so that no New Orleans team could ever be hosting its own Championship 

Game.  We all know that.   

 

In 2007, there was no running game and no defense.  In 2012, there was no coach and the 

Leagueôs worst defenseéEVER!  So, how could this be happening again?  

 

In what looked like a strong Saints team coming out of the gate this past Sunday, the Boyz N 

Black & Gold fizzled quickly.  A +2 turnover margin eventually became a -2 turnover margin 

and I could get into stats here and mention the difference between a Win/Loss record under 

Brees when we have 2 turnovers or less and what that Win/Loss record looks like when the 

Saints have 3 or more under Brees and itôs not pretty.  In fact, itôs quite shocking!  

 

The offense only managed 10 points until a quick TD strike as time expired. Once again, the 

ñAerial Assaultò was grounded.  The ñGround Attackò couldnôt seem to break through a very 

solid D-Line and the Rob Ryan Defense (which held the ñOther Dirty Birdsò to just 10 points in 

the 1
st
 Half) gave up over 500 yards by the end of the game (because of a 2

nd
 Half meltdown) 



 

which included 186 yards on the ground.  And I could mention the Special Teams blunders, but 

at least Hocker made his 50+ yarder, so I wonôt.  

  

Keep making them from out there kid and youôll be around for years to come! Just ask Morten! 

 

  ñWhoôs Morten??ò ï The Rookie 

 

        ñThat guy!!ò 

 
 

Hopefully, Saints fans wonôt have to be content with trying to win games by kicking field goals 

all-day, like, back-in-the-day, when all we had was Morten Andersen.  Sure, heôs in the Hall of 

Fame now, but when I was growing up, stuff was constantly being hurled at the televisionéand I 

learned a lot about cursing.   

 

So, how bad is it right now, you ask?  Well, during Sundayôs game someone asked me what our 

defense was ranked (as if that matters).  As much as I would like to make some of us feel better, 

here are the numbers and rankings for the Saints' defense through just 5 games. I even included 

the yards metrics for those who distrust advanced stats: 



 

Yards allowed/game: 409.0 (32
nd

) 

Points allowed/game: 28.6 (29
th

) 

PFF ranking: -  11.0 (25
th

) 

ñAre those numbers really accurate?ò  

  ñYES!  The SaintsGuy doesnôt lie!ò  - Coach 

To me, the 2015 Saints are like a Brand-X version of what the Saints had been from 2006 to 

2013 (not including 2012 because that season was stolen from us by the Evil Commissioner).   

How did a team so dominant for such a long time suddenly turn into the Cleveland Browns?  

How did a team that was undefeated at home for 3 consecutive years turn into the Detroit Lions?  

I donôt recall a Patriots team during the ñBrady Bunchò Era ever hitting rock-bottom like this, or 

a Manning team between that same span of time ever experiencing this kind of turnaround for 

the worst, do any of you?    



 

Iôm hopeful we can still salvage the season as the thought of throwing in the towel and then 

waiting for next season to start will drive me crazy!   

I do believe certain aspects of the ñrebuildò theory. We lead the league in rookies and you canôt 

bring in so many new pieces and simply expect to plug them in and have automatic success. I 

really do believe that we have a bright future and while I hope the future will come sooner than 

later I donôt and canôt believe it is based on what Iôve seen. 

I really think we have some superstars on both sides of the ball, but letôs face it, the Rob Ryan 

experiment has been an absolute failure. Despite this, I think Anthony, Vicarro, Breaux and 

others are great picks for the building blocks to a defense that will terrorize the league at some 

point.  Maybe weôll even see the SECOND COMING of the ñDOME PATROLò in our time. 

Thatôs what we had in 2009, but it didnôt last.  Keep in mind, that out of all the Payton teams, the 

2009 squad was the best in Franchise history and it took a #3 Defense, along with the Leagueôs 

#1 Offenseéto win it all. 

You must have both.  

 



 

FOR THE RECORD:  Brees' three turnovers led to 17 points for the Eagles. He finished 26 of 

43 for 335 yards, two TDs and one interception. He struggled to find time for the big pass plays 

behind a makeshift offensive line ð left tackle Terron Armstead and right guard Jahri Evans sat 

out with injuries ð and was sacked five times. 

Willie Snead had six catches for 141 yards and Brandin Cooks had five catches for 107 yards 

and a TD. 

But it wasn't near enough against the Eagles. Philadelphia had a season-high 519 total yards, 

forced four turnovers and punted only onceé.only once.   

Afterwards, Brees was fed up with losing. 

  "I don't want to hear anything about youth, I don't want to 

hear anything about talent," he said. "I don't want to hear anything about anything other than 

what are we going to do to win these games." 

 

"You can't give it away four or five different times and expect to win. You just can't," Coach 

Payton said. "I was encouraged with the interceptions. Those were good plays on the ball. 

Beyond that, it's attention to detail. The same things that go into winning games can keep you 

from winning games." 



 

Last Sunday, a lot of things went wrong, but the funny thing is that the Saints donôt feel that way. 

Theyôre well aware of where the season stands. 

                                                                                                                
ñIf we stop fighting, weôll get the No. 1 pick but I want to save this season!ò Vaccaro said. 

 

 ñThatôs what I see in a lot of these guys here, man,ò cornerback Delvin Breaux said. ñThey 

wonôt give up.ò 

  ''We're playing with passion and we're playing our butts off," 

defensive lineman Cameron Jordan said. "At the same time, we're not capitalizing on plays that 

we should. We're missing some minor details and that is something that you can't be proud of. 

Going forward, we have the chance to rectify a lot of this.'' 

They still believe they have the right pieces and players to find a way out of this. 



 

THE COMING BATTLE:   Well, many of you might remember a newsletter I sent out back in 

2009, but for those of you that donôtéitôs time for a Newsletter Flashback! 

 OFFICIAL 2009 MEMBER NEWSLETTER #23 

A LEADER IS A DEALER IN ñHOPEò  

 

On Sunday, the pirate ship crossed paths with Admiral Brees & the undefeated fleet but this wouldnôt be any 

ordinary clash at sea.  In fact, at (1-8) these pirates had nothing left to fight for but one thing and that was to steal a 

victory from the only NFC team to not surrender a victory at all (because thatôs what pirates do) but there was only 

one problemé. 

On this day, the SAINTS were going to play to form and finally right their shipé.by sinking another ship.  

Turnovers had made the ñSuper Saintsò seem more vulnerable over the past month, but Brees didnôt throw an 

interception for the first time in five games and the O-Line didnôt allow a sack for the first time since Oct. 18th  

against the Giants.  Oh yeah, today, they were back on track. They had returned to form, and incidentally, the 

SAINTSô 10-game winning streak is now the longest in franchise history, as well as, their best start ever!  Brees 

completed 19 of 29 passes for 187 yards with 3 TDôs and no INTôs or sacks and with Reggie Bush out with a knee 

injury, Pierre Thomas rushed for 92 yards on 11 carries and Bell contributed 75 yards on 13 attempts, while the 

leagues #1 defense in takeaways, notched another 4 to the list to run the total to ñ31ò!   

This kind of winning is totally new to New Orleans fans; a base that's supported a team that's been mostly a bunch 

of loveable losers throughout its existence, and that's not lost on the players as they know they have to keep 

improving as they get ready for perhaps the biggest regular season game this franchise has played since the SAINTS 

made a memorable return to the Superdome in 2006 during that ñCinderellaò season.  You know, that year that 

started it all?        

Since his arrival before the 2006 season; Drew Brees has given óUSô something that SAINTS fans have longed for 

ever since I can remember watching my first NFL broadcast at age 9.  My childhood visions of a SAINTS QB 

throwing multiple interceptions and fumbling the snaps became ceremonial and even traditional once it had become 

apparent that we could not finish with a winning season or win in the 1
st
 Round of the Play-offs if we even made it 

that far, but on the night of Sept. 25, 2006 the Superdome was resurrected with a divisional showdown with the 

ñDirty Birdsò on Monday Night Football and with that nightôs victory, a new era had begun, but not just a new era 



 

for the team but for its fans and itôs Drew Brees & the 2009 Super Saints that give us all hopeé.   

 

é.FOR THIS IS THE SEASON THAT WILL LIVE IN INFAMY. 

Next on the menu is a Monday Night Showdown with the New England Patriots.  The very team, that in 2007 went 

16-0 and became known as the ñTeam that could not be Beatenò, but as we all know, in the end, David took down 

Goliath in the ñBig Gameò.  What does that mean for us?  Well, for our next matchup the shoeôs gonna be on the 

other foot, as the Patriots will attempt to bring down our undefeated SUPER SAINTS.  Hopefully for our sake, there 

wonôt be enough rocks for them to throw, but with Admiral Brees commanding this fleet, the Boyz in Black & Gold 

will have all the cannons theyôll need.   

10-0          10-0 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

The reason Iôm bringing up that particular newsletter issue is because thatôs what Payton & 

Brees have always given us.  HOPE.  Which we did not have the previous 42 Seasons. 

 

And now, this Thursday Night, an Undefeated Atlanta Falcons team is coming to The Dome to 

put the nail in our coffin and bury us like never before.   

 

But Iôm telling you that they wonôt.  Because in 2012, even without the ñMaster Playcallerò an 

undefeated Falcons team came to The Dome at 8-0 and we still beat them then and weôll beat 

them again nowé.because we have The Drew.    

 

 
IN  BREES WE TRUST  



 

vCIMPERIAL TROOPS HAVE ENTERED THE 

ĆA/!v 

      

Looking for a second 6-0 start in four years, the ñDirty Birdsò will try to win consecutive road 

games against the Boyz N Black & Gold for the first time in 13 seasons on Thursday Night. 

Atlanta is the first team in NFL history to start 5-0 despite trailing in the fourth quarter in four of 

those contests, reaching that point by making its own good fortune.  

With the exception of a 48-21 rout of Houston in Week 4, the ñDirty Birdsò have had to rely on 

grit and belief in themselves to pull off nail-biting wins.  After totaling 10 wins the past two 

seasons, Atlanta is off to its best start since going 8-0 in 2012. 

Their kicker, Matt Bryant, missed two field goals in a game for the first time since November 

2012.  However, the Falcons overcame it with another strong effort from Freeman, who despite 

the fumble ran 27 times for a career-high 153 yards and a touchdown. 

The ñDirty Birdsò are 3-9 at The Dome since last winning back-to-back games there in 2001 and 

2002. 

"We're looking forward to it," Coach Quinn said. "We'll be prepared. We'll be ready to go. We 

have our work cut out for us for sure." 

The Saints are trying to avoid their worst start since going 1-7 in 1999 under Coach Mike Ditka. 

Drew Brees is 7-2 against the ñDirty Birdsò at The Dome but threw two INTs and a TD in last 

season's loss there. 

 



 

DID YOU KNOW THIS?:   The Saints have won 13 of the last 18 meetings with the ñDirty 

Birdsò since the ñMaster Play-callerò came into the fold back in 2006.   

SERIES HISTORY:    93
rd

 meeting overall.  The two teams have met each other 92 times 

(including 1 postseason game) prior to this next match-up, with the Saints winning 43 games and 

the ñDirty Birdsò winning 49 games.  The following is a list of all of the regular season games 

played between the forces of Good & Evil since 2006. 

Date Team Opponent H/A Stadium Result Attend 

12/21/2014 New Orleans Saints Atlanta Falcons H THE DOME L 30-14 73,164 

09/07/2014 New Orleans Saints Atlanta Falcons A The Birdcage L 37-34, OT 70,706 

11/21/2013 New Orleans Saints Atlanta Falcons A The Birdcage W 17-13 70,422 

09/08/2013 New Orleans Saints Atlanta Falcons H THE DOME W 23-17 72,348 

11/29/2012 New Orleans Saints Atlanta Falcons A The Birdcage L 23-13 70,514 

11/11/2012 New Orleans Saints Atlanta Falcons H THE DOME W 31-27 73,126 

12/26/2011 New Orleans Saints Atlanta Falcons H THE DOME W 45-16 73,084 

11/13/2011 New Orleans Saints Atlanta Falcons A The Birdcage W 26-23, OT 70,359 

12/27/2010 New Orleans Saints Atlanta Falcons A The Birdcage W 17-14 70,144 

09/26/2010 New Orleans Saints Atlanta Falcons H THE DOME L 27-24, OT 70,051 

12/13/2009 New Orleans Saints Atlanta Falcons A The Birdcage W 26-23 68,930 

11/02/2009 New Orleans Saints Atlanta Falcons H THE DOME W 35-27 70,088 

12/07/2008 New Orleans Saints Atlanta Falcons H THE DOME W 29-25 70,011 

11/09/2008 New Orleans Saints Atlanta Falcons A The Birdcage L 34-20 64,826 

12/10/2007 New Orleans Saints Atlanta Falcons A The Birdcage W 34-14 69,553 

10/21/2007 New Orleans Saints Atlanta Falcons H THE DOME W 22-16 69,994 

11/26/2006 New Orleans Saints Atlanta Falcons A The Birdcage W 31-13 70,933 

09/25/2006 New Orleans Saints Atlanta Falcons H THE DOME W 23-3 70,003 

 

 



 

 
 

 

 
 

A report from the The NFL Network is that Saints receiver Marques Colston has a separated 

shoulder. 

 

And according to Rapoport his source told him that there could be structural damage as well. 

 

Colston appeared to be noticeably favoring his shoulder midway through the game Sunday 

against the Eagles. 

 

Colston, who has 18 catches for 200 yards for the year, had three grabs for 36 yards Sunday.  

The Saints have brought back wide receiver Joe Morgan for Thursday night's game.  

Morgan spent several weeks on the roster earlier this season. 



 

 
FAN-OF-THE-WEEK 

 

Congratulations to ñMr. Midlothianò for being our FAN-OF-THE-WEEK!!  I call 

him that because this Who-Dat drove all the way from Midlothian to watch his 

favorite team play on Sunday at the premier location for Saints FootballéThe 

Quarter!! While attending on Sunday he also won his very first prize in the Halfti me 

Raffle and was also one of the loudest fans during the game that sat on the other 

side of the bar!!  For his efforts, heôll have a chance to be one of the óTop 5ô 

nominees for the clubôs Fan-of-the-Season vote later this year!!                                 

  

     
             ñYou believe in ALL our Boyz and youôre a great fan!!!!ò   ñI knew you could it!ò ï Drew Brees 


