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BATTLE for CHRISTMAS 4 
 

 
After a back-and-forth battle against the ñRed Birdsò, which included a 4 Touchdown day from 

Drew Brees the Saints ended up starring in the Leagueôs highest scoring game of the 2016 season 
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with a final score of 48-41.  It was the third straight season where the Boyz N Black & Gold 

participated in the highest scoring game, proving that the ñAerial Assaultò is still the best ever, 

but more on that later. 

It was the first NFL game this season in which both teams scored at least 40 points. It was also 

the highest-scoring NFL game since the Saints beat the Giants 52-49 last year. 

The Cardinals were mathematically eliminated from playoff contention. The Saints were 

technically still alive, but realistically they had almost no chance, but nevertheless, the following 

week the Boyz N Black & Gold brought their best game to a Christmas Eve Showdown against 

the hated Tampa Bay Bucs in the last home game at The Dome. 

Ignore the fact that the Saints defense gave tons of yards and 41 points. Ignore the fact that the 

Cardinals, while originally thought to be a playoff contender and played in the NFC 

Championship game the year before, were a bad team now mathematically eliminated from the 

postseason. For better or worse, Sean Payton showed why his offensive mind is valued and will 

be sticking around the Bayou just a little longer. 

A major reason the ñAerial Assaultò struggled in Weeks 13 and 14 was poor numbers on third 

down as well as time of possession giving the team fewer opportunities to score. 

Against the Arizona Cardinals in Week 15, that wasn't a problem. The offense ran 86 plays in 

the 48-41 win at University of Phoenix Stadium, the Saints' second-most snaps of the season. 

The only time the Saints ran more snaps was against the San Francisco 49ers when they had 

87. New Orleans finished that Week 10 win with a season-high 571 yards. 

In Arizona, the Saints had 488 yards, their fifth most of the season, and the 48 points were the 

team's second-highest total of the season. 

With all the plays, the Saints won the time of possession battle by nearly 15 minutes, 37:13 to 

22:47, against the Cardinals. Having the ball so long helped the Saints gain 125 more yards 

than any other Arizona opponent this year. Entering the game, the Cardinals ranked No. 1 in 

yards allowed per game. 

Brees finished the game 37 of 48 for 389 yards and four touchdowns with a 127.9 passer 

rating, which is his third highest of the season. 

"We've been disappointed with the previous two games just because it's not our standard," 

said Brees, pointing to the 28-13 loss to the Detroit Lions and 16-11 loss to the Tampa Bay 

Buccaneers. 

"It's not what we aspire to be with the bar that we've set for ourselves. Listen, it wasn't 

anything earth shattering this week. It wasn't like it was a wholesale change of anything. We 

just got back to our stuff (with) our execution at a premium." 



 

Brees didn't throw any interceptions. He had one fumble that the Cardinals returned for a 

touchdown -- a devastating play -- but he answered the score with a 65-yard touchdown pass 

to Brandin Cooks two plays after the turnoveréin classic ñAerial Assaultò fashion. 

Brees has been so good over the course of his career, particularly the past 11 seasons with the 

Saints, that it's so rare to see him play one bad game, let alone two in a row. Weeks 13 and 14 

marked the first time he threw three picks in back-to-back games. It was also the first time 

since 2009 -- Weeks 3 and 4 -- that he failed to throw a touchdown pass in consecutive games. 

His 48.5 passer rating against the Buccaneers was the third worst of his Saints career. 

"Yeah, it was good for him," coach Sean Payton said. "It was good for the coach, too." 

There was so much joy among Who-Dat Nation after the 48-41 win over the Cardinals.  It 

meant that for another week the Saints were still alive in the Playoff Hunt and even if they 

somehow were eliminated by the victories of other teams, they would still have a chance to 

win at home the following week, and thereby, keep the Bucs from having any chance of 

clinching the NFC South division titleéand they did. 

DENIED!  

 
 



 

The Saints and Bucs squared off against each other for the second time in three weeks when they 

met at The Dome in a key NFC South matchup on last Saturday. 

The Buccaneers won the first meeting 16-11 as two-point home favorites two weeks earlier and 

were small road underdogs the next time around. 

Tampa Bay used its stifling defense to hold the ñAerial Assaultò without a touchdown pass and 

force him into three interceptions in the team's fifth straight win. 

The Bucs fell short of upsetting the NFC East-leading ñJerryôs Kidsò in a 26-20 road loss the 

previous weekend, and now, they would need to defeat the Saints while on the road in order to 

have a chance to clinch the division over the Falcons. 

New Orleans got back on track in a big way the previous week in a 48-41 win over the Cardinals. 

The Saints had lost their previous two games, including that setback at Tampa Bay. 

Brees continued to lead the league in passing yards and threw four touchdown passes against the 

Cardinals after totaling none during the team's skid. Another performance like that from Brees is 

what New Orleans would need on December 24
th
é.and Who-Dat Nation would get it. 

The Saints had gone an impressive 10-1 ATS in their last 11 at home after playing consecutive 

road games.  

 

While the Bucs look like a promising young team on the rise, a regular-season sweep of New 

Orleans seemed unlikely and Tampa had also lost eight of the past 10 meetings. 

 

      
 

The Saints have a chance this year to become just the fifth team in NFL history with three 

wide receivers who tally 1,000 yards. The last team to accomplish the feat was the Arizona 

Cardinals in 2008 with Larry Fitzgerald, Anquan Boldin and Steve Breaston and last weekend 

the ñAerial Assaultò delivered a healthy barrage from above.  

In the end, Tampa was beaten and Christmas was saved. 



 

THE ñAERIAL ASSAULTò: 

In the decade since Brees and Payton took control in 2006, the Saints have led the league five 

times and finished in the top five every year but 2010, when they finished sixth. In the same 

span, they have led the league in scoring offense twice and finished in the top 10 eight times. 

It's an almost unprecedented run of offensive prolificacy. The Saints' average of 403.2 yards 

per game over the past decade is the highest in NFL history. Their average of 27.4 points per 

game in the same span is second only to the current New England Patriots (29.1). 

No NFL team has generated this much offense for this long since the great San Francisco 

49ers teams of the 1980s and mid-1990s. Statistically, the Saints are putting up historic 

numbers that rank with the greatest offenses in NFL history. 

And if they keep it up, they very well could one day claim the mantle as the greatest offense 

of all-time. 

"Obviously, they rank up there (with the best offenses of all-time) when talking about pass 

offenses," former NFL Network analyst Kurt Warner, who quarterbacked the prolific St. 

Louis Rams offenses of the early 2000s known as "The Greatest Show on Turf." 

The Brees-Payton Saints have set numerous NFL records along the way, many of them 

benchmarks that stood for decades. In the storied 2011 season alone, they set season records 

for yards gained (7,474), highest completion percentage (71.3), third-down conversion rate 

(56.7 percent), passing yards gained (5,347) and first downs (416), although the latter two 

marks have since been broken. 

 
 



 

It's not coincidence that the Saints, the Aaron Rodgers-Mike McCarthy Green Bay Packers 

and the Tom Brady-Bill Belichick New England Patriots each rank among the Top 10 

offenses in league history. 

 

In 1977, the Dallas Cowboys led the NFL in total offense and finished second in scoring with 

averages of 343.7 yards and 24.7 points a game. Those numbers would rank in the middle of 

the pack today. 

 

"It's a different game today with the rules and how the game is played," Warner said. "Such a 

high number of passes are being thrown within 5 yards of the line of scrimmage. All kinds of 

quarterbacks are throwing for 5,000 yards and 40 touchdowns because of the nature of the 

game. The numbers get skewed." 

 

Even then, the numbers the Saints have amassed are staggering. And as long as Brees is 

calling the signals and Payton is calling the plays, there's no reason to think they won't 

continue, their offensive struggles this preseason notwithstanding. 

 

Along with the 49ers (1982-1996) and Cowboys (1970-1983), the Saints (2006-15) are one of 

three teams since the NFL merger to rank in the top 10 in total offense for 10 consecutive 

seasons. 

 

Brees was recently asked if he ever took the time to reflect on what he and his offensive 

teammates have accomplished, the heady company they are keeping and that even if a drop-

off occurs they'll still be considered one of the greatest offenses in NFL history. 

 

"Can't do it yet," Brees said. "It'll be cool to talk one day when we're finished. I feel like we 

have a few more (records) we can chip away at. We're not finished yet." 

 

The Greatest Offenses of the NFL's Modern Era (1970 -present)  

 
Team Span (Years-Games) Yds PG Avg Pts PG Avg Top5 ranks Win Pct SB Titles 

New Orleans Saints 2006-2015 (10-160) 403.2 27.4 9 0.587 1 

San Diego Chargers 1978-1985 (8-121) 390.1 26.2 8 0.571 0 

New England Patriots 2004-2015 (12-192) 380.1 29.1 5 0.771 2 

San Francisco 49ers 1982-1996 (15-232) 378.7 25.7 14 0.715 4 

St. Louis Rams 1999-2006 (8-128) 378.2 26.4 3 0.609 1 

Indianapolis Colts 1999-2007 (9-144) 370.8 27.1 8 0.708 1 

Green Bay Packers 2006-2015 (10-160) 368.8 26.7 3 0.651 1 

Miami Dolphins 1984-1995 (12-191) 362.8 23.8 7 0.602 0 

Washington Redskins 1981-1991 (11-168) 356.4 24.7 6 0.684 3 

Dallas Cowboys *1970-1983 (14-201) 352.1 24.8 12 0.731 2 (14-game schedule season) 

Buffalo Bills 1988-1994 (7-112) 349.1 23.9 3 0.687 0 

 

 

 



 

 
FAN-OF-THE-WEEK 

 

Congratulations to Ryan the Fan a/k/a ñFanBoyò for being our FAN-OF-THE-

WEEK dur ing the Battle Against the Red-Birds during this yearôs DDWD X-mas 

Party!  This Who-Dat showed up for gameday in all his holiday fan apparel and 

never gave up hope that our Boyz N Black & Gold would pull  out a victory to keep 

us in the Playoff hunt!!   He was also a Double-Prize Winner for that weekôs party!!  

For his efforts, heôll get a free-beer from the next Trivia Contest we have!!   

 

(Due to the limited attendance for the Dec. 24
th
 game against the Tampa Bay Bucs; a Halftime Prize Reaffle was not 

performed and a FOTW winner was not established.  This means there will be double the prizes for our finale.)                                                             

  

                                                                                               
 

         ñThatôs amazing!  Youôre a great fan!ò           ñWow, that is a true Who-Dat!ò  



 

ñLEAGUE OF EVILò: 
 

My fellow Who-Dats; there are sinister forces at work [constantly] who want to destroy this 

country and thatôs why now, the NFL is doing everything it can to expand the league 

internationally and gain global acceptance of the sport of American football like that of soccer, 

track and field and other sports.  With the NFLôs creation of the ñInternational Seriesò at least 

two teams have traveled to play a game in London every year over the last several years in what 

seems to be an attempt to build a strong fan base.  But why?  Well, Iôll tell you why.  

Commissioner Goodell has plans to go from a $10 billion dollar empire to $25 billion dollar 

empire by 2027 and in order to do so, he and the League feel it is necessary to expand into global 

markets such as Canada, Mexico and England.  Can you imagine in 25 years a Super Bowl 

played in Paris or London?  How anti-American is that??! 

Barack Obama once insulted Americans as being óbitter clingers.ô He said they clung to their 

guns, religion and anti-immigration sentiment as a way to express their frustrations. Hillary later 

referred to such Americans as ñdeplorablesò.  These out of touch statements foreshadowed the 

election of Trump and it showed how the global elite were actively working against those 

Americans who still want freedom, the Constitution and American traditions without change.   

                      

ñFree trade is the serial k iller of Amer ican culture and the Trojan 

Horse of World Government. It is the primrose path to the loss of 

economic independence and national sovereignty  for all Americans . 

Free trade is a  bright shining lie .ò  

 

                                                  - Pat B uchanan , former Pres i dential Candidate and Governor  

 



 

 

ITôS GOOD VS. EVILé. 

 

JOIN THE FIGHT!!  

 ñYou can count on us, SaintsGuy!ò  

  ñWeôre not going to miss this one, SaintsGuy!!ò  


