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BATTLE for CHRISTMAS 4

After aback-andforth battle against th@Red Bird®, which induded a 4 Touchdowday from
Drew Brees th&aints ended up starring in the Lea@u@ghest scoringame of the 2016 season




with a final sore 0f48-41. It was the thirdstraightseason where the Boyz N Black & Gold
participated in the highest scoring game, proving thafiflegial Assauldis still the besever,
but more on that later.

It was the first NFL game this season in which both teams scored at least 40 points. It was also
the highestcoring NFL game since the Saints beat the Gian#932ast year.

The Cardinals wermathematically eliminated from playoff conteon. The Saints were
technically still alve, but realistically they haalmost no chance, but nevertheless, the following
week theBoyz N Back& Gold broughttheir best game to a Christmas Eve Showdown against
the hated Tampa Bay Bucs in the last home game at The Dome.

Ignore thefact that the Saints defense gave tons of yards and 41 points. Ignore the fact that the
Cardinals, while originally thought to be a playoff contender and played in the NFC
Championship game the year before, were a bad team now mathematically elimimatdgefro
postseason. For better or worse, Sean Payton showed why his offensive mind is valued and will
be sticking around the Bayou just a little longer.

A major reason th@Aerial Assaulb struggled in Weeks 1&8nd 14 wagoor numbers on third
down aswell as time of possession givinige team fewer opportunities to score.

Against the Arizona Cardinals in Week 15, that wasn't a problem. The offense ran 86 plays in
the 4841 win at University of Phoenix Stadium, the Saints' seaondt snaps of the season.

The only time the Saints ran more snaps was against the San Francisco 49ers when they hag
87. New Orleans finished that Week 10 win with a sedsgh 571 yards.

In Arizong the Saints had 488 yards, their fifth most of the season, and the 48 points were the
team's secondighest total of the season.

With all the plays, the Saints won the time of possession battle by nearly 15 minutes, 37:13 td
22:47, against the Cardinals. Havitigg ball so long helped the Saints gain 125 more yards
than any other Arizona opponent this year. Entering the game, the Cardinals ranked No. 1 in
yards allowed per game.

Brees finished the game 37 of 48 for 389 yards and four touchdowns with a 127.9 passer
rating, which ishis third highest of the season.

"We'vebeen disappointed with the previowgo games just because it's not our standard,”
said Brees, pointing to the Z8 loss to the Detroit Lions and -4 loss to the Tampa Bay
Buccaneers.

"It's not what we aspire to beith the bar that we've set for ourselves. Listen, it wasn't
anything earth shattering this week. It wasn't like it was a wholesale change of anything. We
just got back to our stuff (with) our execution at a premium."




Brees didn't throw any interceptions. He had one fumble that the Cardinals returned for a
touchdown- a devastatinglpy -- but he answexd the score with a éard touchdown pass
to Brandin Cooks two plays after the turno&ean classicfiAerial Assauld fashion.

Brees has been so good over the course of his career, particularly the past 11 seasons with t
Saints, that it's so rare to see him play one bad game, let alone two in a row. Weeks 13 and
marked the first time he threw three pickdmckto-back games. It was also the first time

since 2009- Weeks 3 and 4- that he failed to throw a touchdown pass in consecutive games.
His 48.5 passer rating against the Buccaneers was the third worst of his Saints career.

"Yeah, it was good for higfi coach Sean Payton said. "It was good for the coach, too."

There was so much jagmong WheDat Nationafter the 4841 win over the Cardinal It

meant that for another week the Saints were still alive in the Playoff Hunt and even if they
somehow were eliminated by the viaes of other teams, they would still have a chance to
win at home the following week, and thereby, keep the Bucs from having any chance of
clinching the NFC South division titée and they did

DENIED!




The Saints and Bussjuare off against each other for the secondeiim three week&hen they
metat The Domen a key NFCSouth matchup olastSaturday.

The Buccaneers won the first meetingllbas twepoint home favorites two weelearlierand
were gnall road underdogs the ndéxhe around.

Tampa Bay used its stifling defense to hivldiAerial Assaulb without a touchdown pass and
force him into three interceptions in the team's fifth straight win.

The Bucs fell short of upsetting thd=C Eastleadng fJerrys Kiddin a26-20 road loss the
previous weekendand now, they would need to defeat the Saints whitb®moad in order to
have achanceéo clinch the division over the Falcans

New Orleans got back on track irbigy way the previousreekin a 4841 win over tie Cardinas.
The Saints had lost their previous two gammeduding that setback at Tampa Bay.

Brees continuetb lead the league in peiRg yards and threw four touchdown passes against the
Cardinals after totaling none during the team's skid. Another performance like that from Brees is
what New Orleansvould need on December & .and WheDat Nation would get it.

The Saints hdhgone an impressived-1 ATS in their last 11 at honadter playing consecutive
road games.

While the Bucs look like a promising young teamthe risea regulaiseason sweep of New
Orleans seemednlikely and Tampa haalso lost eight of the past 10 meetings

The Saints have a chance this year to become just the fifth tellifiLi history with three

wide receivers who tally 1,000 yards. The last team to accomplish the feat was the Arizona
Cardinals in 2008 with Larry Fitzgerald, Anquan Boldin and Steve Breastdiiast weekend
thefAerial Assauld delivered a healthy barrage from above.

In the end, Tampa was beaten and Christmas was saved.




THEAAERI AL A®SAULT

In the decade since Bes and Payton took control in 2006, the Saints have led the league five
times and finished in the top five every year but 2010, when they finished sixth. In the same
span, they have led the league in scoring offense twice and finished in the top ItOreaght

It's an almost unprecedented run of offensive prolificacy. The Saints' average of 403.2 yards
per game over the past decade is the highest in NFL history. Their average of 27.4 points per|
game in the same span is second only to the current Newrihigkitriots (29.1).

No NFL team has generated this much offense for this long since the great San Francisco
49ers teams of the 1980s and mMi@P0s. Statistically, the Saints are putting up historic
numbers that rank with the greatest offenses in NFL hjistor

And if they keep it up, they very well could one day claim the mantle as the greatest offense
of all-time.

"Obviously, they rank up there (with the best offenses efimé) when talking about pass
offenses," formeNFL Network analyst Kurt Warner, who quarterbacked the prolific St.
Louis Rams offenses of the early 2000s known as "The Greatest Show on Turf."

The BreesPayton Saints have set numerous NFL records along the way, many of them
benchmarks that stood for dgates. In the storied 2011 season alone, they set season records
for yards gained (7,474), highest completion percentage (71.3);dbwath conversion rate

(56.7 percent), passing yards gained (5,347) and first downs (416), although the latter two
marks hae since been broken.




It's not coincidence that the Saints, the Aaron Rodlygke McCarthy Green Bay Packers
and the Tom Brad¥ill Belichick New England Patriots each rank among the Top 10
offenses in league history.

In 1977, the Dalla Cowboys led the NFL in total offense and finished second in scoring with
averages of 343.7 yards and 24.7 points a game. Those numbers would rank in the middle of
the pack today.

"It's a different game today with the rules and how the game is playedrieiAsaid. "Such a

high number of passes are being thrown within 5 yards of the line of scrimmage. All kinds of
guarterbacks are throwing for 5,000 yards and 40 touchdowns because of the nature of the
game. The numbers get skewed."

Even then, the numberkd Saints have amassed are staggering. And as long as Brees is
calling the signals and Payton is calling the plays, there's no reason to think they won't
continue, their offensive struggles this preseason notwithstanding.

Along with the 49ers (1982996) and Cowboys (1974983), the Saints (20065) are one of
three teams since the NFL merger to rank in the top 10 in total offense for 10 consecutive
seasons.

Brees was recently asked if he ever took the time to reflect on what he and his offensive
teammatefave accomplished, the heady company they are keeping and that even # a drop
off occurs they'll still be considered one of the greatest offenses in NFL history.

"Can't do it yet," Brees said. "It'll be cool to talk one day when we're finished. | fealiéike
have a few more (records) we can chip away at. We're not finished yet."

The Greatest Offenses of the NFL's Modern Era (1970 -present)

Team Span (YearsGames)Yds PG AvgPts PG AvgTop5 ranksWin Pct SB Titles
New OrleansSaints 20062015 (10160) 403.2 27.4 0.587 1

San Diego Chargers19781985 (8121) 390.1 26.2 0.571
New England Patrio 20042015 (12192) 380.1 29.1 0.771
San Francisco 49ers19821996 (15232) 378.7 25.7 0.715
St. Louis Rams 19992006 (8128) 378.2 26.4 0.609
Indianapolis Colts 19992007 (9144) 370.8 27.1 0.708
Green Bay Packers 20062015 (16160) 368.8 26.7 0.651
Miami Dolphins 19841995 (12191) 362.8 23.8 0.602
Washington Redskir1981-1991 (11168) 356.4 24.7 0.684
Dallas Cowboys *1970-1983 (14201) 352.1 24.8 0.731
Buffalo Bills 19881994 (7112) 349.1 23.9 0.687

(14-game schedule seast
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FAN -OF-THE-WEEK

Congratulations to Ryan the Fan a/k/a fiFanBoyo for being our FAN-OF-THE-
WEEK during the Battle Against the RedBirds during this yearés DDWD X-mas
Party! This Who-Dat showed up for gameday in all his holiday fan apparel and
never gave up hope that our Boyz N Black & Gold woulgull out a victory to keep
us in the Playoff hunt! He was also @Double-Prize Winner for that week& party!!
For his efforts,h e 6 | | gbeer from thé nexd Erivia Contest we havé

(Due to the limited attendance for the Dec" aame agaist the Tampa Bay Bucs;Halftime Prize Reaffle wasot
performedanda FOTW winner was not estasiied. Thé means there will be double thezes for our finalg.

AThat 6s amaezianggr e avtoiuarw! 0t hat Datl @ tr ue




ALEAGUE OF EVI LO

My fellow Who-Dats; there are sinister forces at work [constantly] who weadéstroy this
country and thelN&lis@asing ewkrything ib oan texpand the league
internationally and gain global acceptance of the spokhaérican footballike that of soccer,
track and field and o#r sports With theN F L éreation ofthéi | nt er n at atteast |
two teams have traveled to play a gamedndonevery year over the last several years in what
seems to be an attempt to build a strong fan basewhy? Well, @l tell you why.
Commissionefsoodellhasplans to go from a $10 billion dollar empire to $25 billion dollar
empire by 2027 anish order to do so, he and theadgue feeit is necessary to expand into global
markets such aSanada, MexicandEngland Can you imagine in 25 yearsSaiper Bowl

played inParisor London?How arti-American is that??!

Barack Obama once insulted Americans as
guns, religon and antimmigration sentiment as a way to express their frustrations. Hillary later
referred to such Americans @deplorabled. These out of touch statements foreshadowed the
election ofTrump andt showed how thglobalelite were actively working against those
Americans who sl want freedomthe Constitutiorand American tradition&ithout change
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fiFree trade is the serial k iller of Amer fcan culture and the Trojan
Horse of World Government. It is the primrose path to the loss of

economic independence and national sovereignty forall  Americans
Free trade is a bright shining lie .0

-Pat B uchanan , former Pres idential Candidate and Governor




i Wé&e notgoingtomisshi s one, Saints




