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For Minnesota, a doomed franchise from the north, it has been a place where opposing teams go 

to win.  In the ó70ôs the ñYikesò went to the post-season regularly, only too always fall short of 

the ñBig Gameò and when they made it there they always lost.  In most recent years, the ô98 

Vikings team lost to the ñDirty Birdsò in the NFC Title game after going 15-1 doing the regular 

season.  Then they lost the title game again after beating the Saints in the 2001 Playoffs.   

And of course, they were defeated by the 2009 ñSuper Saintsò in that yearôs NFC Championship 

Showdown between Brees and Favre.  So, letôs all hope that that streak continues today when the 

NFCôs best offense takes to the field.   

It was during the final game of the regular season in 2008, when I ócoinedô the term ñAerial 

Assaultò. Brees came within 16 yards of surpassing Dan Marinoôs all-time single season passing 

record (which he would break in 2011 against the ñDirty Birdsò) and it was then that Who Dat 

Nation knew that New Orleans would always have a prolific offense under Coach Payton, and 

this year is no exception.  

Brees did not have the EA Madden stats from previous seasons, but still completed an NFL-

record 72% of his passes for 4,334 yards, 23 TDôs and just 8 INTôs for the Saintsô 5th ranked air-

attack and surpassed 70,000 Passing Yards for third All -Time.   

 

Ironically, itôll be Breesô 70,000 passing yards against Minnesotaôs 10,000 losses, 

metaphorically, speakingé 



The Saints are ranked 2nd in the league in total offense, producing 391 yards per game, and their 

28 points per game is fourth highest in the league. Opposing them is a formidable Minnesota 

defense, arguably the NFL's best (this season). The Vikings allow a league low 15.8 points per 

game, and they rank 1st in the NFL in total defense, surrendering just 276 yards per contest, but I 

would like to point out (and this was mentioned on Pro Football Talk on Friday) that no one is 

referring to the Vikingôs defense in the same way that great defenses of the past are referred to 

as, with the year in front of the team, like, the ô85 Bears Defense or the ó72 Dolphins, the ô06 

Bears Defense or the ô09 Super Saints, etc.. Will they ever be talking about the ô17 Vikings?  

Let's take a look at how the ñAerial Assaultò matches up against the top ranked Minnesota 

defense, with a trip to the NFC Championship game on the line: 

 

The rushing duo known as ñBoom and Zoomò have fueled the Saints offensive success for the 

majority of the season, adding a powerful óground-attackô to the air attack, leading the way for a 

5th ranked rushing that produces nearly 130 yards per game. ñAngry Ingramò, who continues to 

be vastly underrated as a runner, finished with a career high 1,124 yards on the ground with 12 

TDôs, averaging 4.9 yards per carry and ñAK-41ò, a leading candidate for Offensive Rookie of 

the Year, was shooting holes in opposing defenses ALL season long, establishing himself as one 

of the better all-purpose weapons in the league. 

Michael Thomas has established himself as one of the better wide receivers in the NFL. He 

followed a team leading 104 receptions for 1,245 yards and 5 touchdowns in the regular season 

with an 8 catch, 131 yard performance in the wild card victory over the ñKarolina Kittensò. Ted 

Ginn followed one of the best receiving years of his career (53 catches, 787 yards and 4 scores) 

with 115 yards receiving and an 80-yd. touchdown catch against the ópraisedô Carolina defense. 



Minnesota has the NFL's 2nd ranked run defense, holding opponents to only 84 yards per game. 

They have held 10 opponents to under 100 yards rushing, and have yet to allow a team to rush 

for over 100 at home. The Vikings defensive line is a challenge for every offensive line they 

face, allowing pro bowl linebackers Eric Kendricks and Anthony Barr to run free to the ball 

carrier, while safety Harrison Smith is one of the better run defenders at his position. The 

Vikings held the Ingram/Kamara combination to just 35 yards rushing in their opening week 

match up, but remember that New Orleans was still dividing carries with Adrian Peterson at the 

time. They were also starting a rookie (Ryan Ramczyk) in place of Armstead at left tackle and 

lost right tackle Zach Strief early in the game. 

A concerning statistic for Saints coaches may be that New Orleans has been held to under 100 

yards rushing in 4 of their last 5 games. 

New Orleans will undoubtedly want to get ñBoom and Zoomò heavily involved in their offensive 

game plan. It will be important to the Saints success to establish at least the threat of a running 

game, and for Kamara and Ingram to make plays with limited opportunities in space. Look for 

the ñMaster Playcallerò to provide Who Dat Nation with a grand scheme for this showdown, 

given the talent of the Vikings defensive backfield. Itôll be quite the óchess-matchô between 

Payton & Zimmer, who know each other very well.  

 

If Drew can spread the ball around (which always works best for the Saints) to Coleman, Ginn, 

and the other weapons in the arsenal, to make a few plays, then itôs going to be good.  

 



For the Vikings, Eric Kendricks and Anthony Barr could be a challenge for the Saints pro bowl 

duo, but hardly anyone has been able to shutdown ñBoom and Zoomò until last week, when 

Carolina ñsold-outò to stop the run. Thomas must have some success against Xavier Rhodes and 

the other Minnesota cornerbacks. Not many have been able to contain Michael Thomas, but the 

Vikings limited him to only 45 yards in their first meeting. Thomas is likely to get his catches.  

Protection of Brees is especially vital, and it starts with the ability of Armstead and Ramczyk to 

control Griffen, Hunter, and Robison. 

The Boyz N Black & Gold face the prospect of seeing their season end where it began and home-

field advantage will be pivotal for the ñYikesò.   

 

 
 
The Saints (11-5, 1-0) rebounded from double-digit losses to the Minnesota ñYikesò and the 

ñBrady Bunchò in their first two games to win the NFC South.  

 

Now they're on to the divisional round of the NFC playoffs after holding off Carolina 31-26 last 

Sunday.  New Orleans' next game comes one day before Brees turns 39 years old, and will come 

one week after the veteran quarterback reminded everyone he's still capable of big passing days 

if opposing defenses sell out to stop ñBoom & Zoomò. 

 
Last week, Brees completed 23 passes to eight different receivers for 375 yards and 2 TDôs. Only 

two of his completions went to Ingram and Kamara, who accounted for only 68 yards from 

scrimmage combined. 

 
"We trust our system. We trust each other and what we proved is we can beat you in a lot of 

different ways," Brees said. "There's no better feeling than knowing you just won, not only won 

but won a playoff game as a team and now you're on to the next one." 
 

 



What lies ahead is a divisional round filled with mismatches in terms of quarterback experience.  

 
GETTING PRESSURE: The Saints sacked ñCam the Shamò four times. Jordan, Bell, 

linebacker Jonathan Freeny and defensive tackle David Onyemata each had one. Jordan, a newly 

named All-Pro, also tipped two passes and might have made his biggest play when he ran 

through two blockers to force Newton's intentional grounding. Their pass rush could be a factor 

against Minnesota QB Case Keenum, who's been sacked 17 times in Minnesota's last six games. 
Certainly, Jordan expects a different game from the Week 1 loss that occurred in the season 

opener, when the Saints had one sack ð by Jordan ð against then-starter Sam Bradford. 
"We had a young defense that was still learning," Jordan said. "We've clearly turned the corner. 

We've clearly turned to the next chapter. Now we're into the playoffs and we've got bigger and 

better goals." 

 
SECONDARY CONCERNS: While the Saints' defense has been far better this season than last, 

the secondary has looked more vulnerable lately. Against Carolina, they allowed Newton to pass 

for 349 yards, his second most all season. New Orleans struggled to cover Olsen and running 

back Christian McCaffrey, who six catches for 101 yards, including a 56-yard score. 
 

END ZONE PROTECTION:  While the Saints defense gave up 413 net yards, their ability to 

keep Carolina out of the end zone was crucial.  "It's better to hold them to three than six," Bell 

said. "We held them in the red zone and we won the game." 
 

ROAD WOES: While the Saints won their sixth home playoff game and improved to 5-0 in The 

Dome in postseason games under Coach Payton, they've won only two road playoff games in 

their history. That was during the 2013 season, when they won a wild-card round game at 

Philadelphia.  It was my next newsletter issue after that victory, titled ñRoad Warriorsò  which 

had me believe that the Saints had óturned-the-cornerô as far as playing on the road in January, 

but alas, just the following week in the ñBattle in Seattle 2ò the forces of evil ended our 2013 

Crusade. 

 
The Saints' all time road playoff record is 2-6.  Of course, one of those two wins came in Miami 

in February, 2010.  A neutral battle site. 

 

Road Playoff Losses by Era:  

 

Saints at Bears (1990) ð Mora 

Saints at Vikings (2000) ð Haslet 

Saints at Bears (2006) ð Payton 

Saints at Seahawks (2010) ð Payton 

Saints at 49ers (2011) ð Payton 

Saints at Seahawks (2013) ð Payton 

 

 



This past Thursday, ñThe Deuceò said that the Saints and Vikings game will come down to a few 

important factors. ñThird down offense and red zone offense are two areas where the Saints have 

to excel,ò McAllister said. 

Another key according to McAllister, when the Saints are in 

the Red Zone they must score TDôs not field goals. Deuce also 

stresses the Saints will have to pick up third downs against a 

team that does not allow their opponents to convert often. 

The Saints average 37% converting on 3rd downs this season. 

The bad news - the Vikings allow their offensive foes only 

25% on third down, which is tops in the league. ñIn big games 

like this all the small, little things add up. You donôt want to 

give up anything cheap. Make them earn what they get. You 

want to limit any big plays, and the Saints have to be able to 

withstand the first few moments of the game,ò says McAllister. 

ñThe Deuceò stresses big difference makers for the Saints - 

remaining centered and focused when the Vikings get hot, 

counter striking hard, and the Saints have to be able to handle a 

hostile environment and settle in and play sound football. 

Bobby Hebert agrees with all points McAllister makes, and he threw in a few keys of his own 

while breaking down the Saints/Vikings match-up. ñI think field position is going to be very 

important. And the hidden yardage canôt be one sided.ò The ñCajun Cannonò insists the Saints 

canôt afford to allow the Vikings to get a big advantage in return yardage and extra yards or what 

many refer to as YAC (Yards after catch). 

ñIf a Vikings wide receiver makes a nice catch, 

we have to tackle him right there. We canôt allow 

a lot of yards after catches and yards after 

contact,ò insists Hebert. The number one stat in 

football will be key and the team that comes out 

on top in the turnover margin has the best chance 

to win. ñI know if the Saints donôt turn the ball 

over they have a great chance of winning. And if 

the Saints are plus one in the turnover margin the 

Saints should win,ò concluded Hebert. 

Bobby believes this matchup is the Saints biggest 

hurdle this post season. ñI feel like if the Saints 

beat the Vikings, they are going to the Super 

Bowl. Regardless of whether the Saints have to 

play at Philadelphia or if they play the Falcons at home in the Superdome, if the Saints beat 

Minnesota they are going to the Super Bowl,ò said the Cannon. 

 

 



EVIL FRANCHIS E UPDATE:   Yesterday, in the ñBattle of the Beaks 2ò the 

Philadelphia Eagles defended their ónestô when the ñDirty Birdsò couldnôt seal the deal on the 

final drive of the game, ensuring that there wouldnôt be a Ryan vs Brady rematch in the ñBig 

Gameò this year. 

 
 

 

The Commissionerôs League of Evil round-table has defeated the other underfunded, small 

market franchises to climb up the branches of the 2017 Playoff Tree and now only the Brady 

Bunch, the Dirty Birds and those other Dirty Birds remain.  Itôll be up to the Boyz N Black & 

Gold to save the world. 
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PLAYOFF FLA SHBACK:  

The Saints have faced the Vikings more times than any other team in post season play. Todayôs 

NFC match-up marks the fourth time the Saints will take on the Vikings in the playoffs. 

Minnesota owns a 2-1 edge over the Saints beating New Orleans in the 1987 and 2000 playoffs. 

However, the Saints beat Minnesota in the 2010 NFC Title Game 31-28 in what I called ñSuper-

Fightò as we saw the battle between Brees & Favre in one of the ultimate showdowns at The 

Dome, with the Saints advancing to the clubôs first ever Super Bowl 

 

ight years ago, the last Minnesota team considered a strong Super Bowl contender was on 

the verge of victory in New Orleans in the NFC championship game despite five 

turnovers inside the raucous Superdome. 

That was until the infamous 12-men-in-the-huddle penalty with 19 seconds remaining in the 

fourth quarter pushed the Vikings out of field goal range and preceded Brett Favre's ill-fated 

throw across his body that was intercepted by Tracy Porter to force overtime and Saints kicker, 

Garrett ñSouthlakeò Hartley sealing the win with a 40-yard FG which split the uprights! 

 

E 


