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For Minnesota, a doomed franchise fridm north, it has beemplace where opposing teams go
to win. In thedr0G thefiYikesd went to the posseason regularly, only too always fall short of
thefBig Game and when they made it there they alwhys. In most recent years, tf8
Vikings team lost to thé&Dirty Birdso in the NFC Title game after going -Isdoing the regular
season. Then they lost the title game again after beating the Saints in the 2001 Playoffs.

And of course, they werefeated by the 200Buper Saintsin that yeais NFC Championship

Showdown between Brees and Favre. Sé bt hope that that streak continues toddgn the
NFCGs best diense take$o the field.

It was during the final game of the regul a S
Assaul to. Brees came within -int siggke sedsopassihg s u rfflp a
record (which he would break in20. agai nst f) dneitwadthen that WHdiDatd s 0
Nation knew that New Orleans would always have a prolific offense under Coach Payton, and

this year is no exception.

Brees dil not have the EA Matknstats from previous seasons, but still completed an NFL
record7 2% of his passes for 4, 334e ySaaridnst,s 62-35 t ThOgbrsa
attack and surpassed 70,000 Passing YardkifdrAll -Time.

CAREER PASSING YARDS

Ironically, itdl be Bree$70,000 passing yards against Minne&t0,000 losses,
metaphorically, speakirg



The Saints are ranked 2nd in the league in total offense, producing 391 yards per game, and the
28 points per game is fourth highest in the league. Opposing them is a formidable Minnesota
defense, arguably the NFL's best (this season). The Vikings alkEagae low 15.8 points per

game, and they rank 1st in the NFL in total defense, surrendering just 276 yards per contest, bu
would like to point out (and this was mentidnen Pro FootldaTalk on Friday that no one is
referring t o tinthe save Wway thag great defende® ai thegpast are referred to
as, with the year in front of the team, [
Bears Defense or the 609 Super Saints, etc.

Let's take a | ook at how the AAeri al Assaul
defense, with a trip to the NFC Championship game on the line:

The duo known as fAiBoom and Zoomo
maj ority t he seasen,t aadkabiatthcg, lehdimoptheweay for @ |
5th ranke rushing that produces nearly

be vastly underrated as a runner, finished with a career high 1,124 yards on the ground with 12
TD6s, averagingy4d4aeddyod Adas Ipeeardicnag candi dat e
the Year, was shooting holes in opposing defenses ALL season long, establishing himself as on
of the better alpurpose weapons in the league.

Michael Thomas has established himself as oneeolbditter wide receivers in the NFL. He

followed a team leading 104 receptions for 1,245 yards and 5 touchdowns in the regular season
with an 8 catch, 131 yard performance in t
Ginn followed one of the ls¢ receiving years of his career (53 catches, 787 yards and 4 scores)
with 115 yards receivingandan-§0d . t ouchdown catch against




Minnesota has the NFL's 2nd ranked run defense, holding opponents to only 84 yards per gamg
They have held 10 opponents to under 100 yards rushing, and have yet to allow a team to rush
for over 100 at home. The Vikings defensive line is a challenge for every offensive line they
face, allowing pro bowl linebackers Eric Kendricks and Anthony ®arun free to the ball

carrier, while safety Harrison Smith is one of the better run defenders at his position. The
Vikings held the Ingram/Kamara combination to just 35 yards rushing in their opening week
match up, but remember that New Orleans walsdstilding carries with Adrian Peterson at the

time. They were also starting a rookie (Ryan Ramczyk) in place of Armstead at left tackle and
lost right tackle Zach Strief early in the game.

A concerning statistic for Saints coaches may be that New Otveanseen held to under 100
yards rushing in 4 of their last 5 games.

New Orl eans wil|l undoubtedly want to get
game plan. It will be important to the Saints success to establish at least the threahofag ru
game, and for Kamara and Ingram to make plays with limited opportunities in space. Look for
the AMaster Playcallero to provide Who Dat
given the talent of the Vi hienganheédsheén bievt avel
Payton & Zimmer, who know each other very well.

If Drew can spread the ball around (which always works best for the Saints) to Coleman, Ginn
and the other weapons in the arsenal, to make afewpldyge n it 6s going to




For the Vikings, Eric Kendricks and Anthony Barr could be a challenge for the Saints pro bowl
duo, but hardly anyone has been able to sh
Car ol i poautfios otlod st op the run. Thomas must ha
the other Minnesota cornerbacks. Not many have been able to contain Michael Thomas, but the
Vikings limited him to only 45 yards in their first meeting. Thomaskisly to get his catches.

Protection of Brees is especially vital, and it starts with the ability of Armstead and Ramczyk to
control Griffen, Hunter, and Robison.

The Boyz N Black & Goldace the prospect of seeitigeir season end where it began and home
field advantage will bgivotal for thefiYikeso.

The Saints11-5, 1-0) rebounded from doublg i g i t
ABrady Buncho in their fi

| osse t he
st t games

Now they're on to the divisional round of the NFC playoffs after holding off Caroli26 34ast
Sunday.New Orleas' next game comes one day before Brees turns 39 years old, and will come
one week after the veteran quarterback reminded everyone he's still capable of big passing day
if opposing defenses sell out to stop fABoo

Last weekBrees completed 23 passestdetg di f f erent receivers f
two of his completions went to Ingram and Kamara, who accounted for only 68 yards from
scrimmage combined.

"We trust our system. We trust each other and what we proved is we can beat you in a lot of
different ways," Brees said. "There's no better feeling than knowing you just won, not only won
but won a playoff game as a team and now you're on to the next one."




What lies ahead is a divisional round filled with mismatches in terms of quarterbacieezper

GETTING PRESSURE: The Saints sackeiCam the Shamfour times. Jordan, Bell,

linebacker Jonathan Freeny andatesive tackle David Onyemata each had one. Jordan, a newly
named AltPro, also tipped two passes and might have made his biggest play when he ran
through two blockers to force Newton's intentional grounding. Their pass rush could be a factor
against Minnegta QB Case Keenum, who's been sacked 17 times in Minnesota's last six games
Certainly, Jordan expects a different game from the Week 1 loss that occurred in the season
opener, when the Saints had one sacky Jordard against therstarter Sam Bradford.

"We had a young defense that was still learning,” Jordan said. "We've clearly turned the corner.
We've clearly turned to the next chapter. Now we're into the playoffs and we've got bigger and
better goals."

SECONDARY CONCERNS: While the Saints' defensesbeen far better this season than last,
the secondary has looked more vulnerable lately. Against Carolina, they allowed Newton to pas
for 349 yards, his second most all season. New Orleans sidutggtover Olsenma running

back Christian Mc@ffrey, who six catches for 101 yards, including ay&6d score.

END ZONE PROTECTION: While the Saints defense gave up 413 net yards, their ability to
keep Carolina out of the end zone was crucitls better to hold them to three than six," Bell
said."We held them in the red zone and we won the game."

ROAD WOES: While theSaints won their sixthome playoffyame and improved to®in The

Domein postseason games under Coach Payton, they've won ontp&dglayoff gamein

their history. That wasuting the 2013 season, when they won aseddd round game at

Philadelphia.l t was my next newsl et tRoadWasigsauwhicaf t er(g t
had me believe t h#hecdrhreerS@i amd sf ehrada St pulr anyeidnif
but alas, just the f ol | owiforogs olvevikehded oor 2018 e i fa t
Crusade.

The Saints' all time rahplayoff record is 8. Of course, one of thogeo wins came in Miami
in February201Q A neutral battle site.

Road Playoff Losses by Era:

Saints at Bears (1990)0 Mora
Saints at Vikings (2000)d Haslet
Saints at Bears (2006p Payton
Saints at Seahawks (20109 Payton

Saints at 49ers (2011)5 Payton
Saints at Seahawks (20139 Payton



ThispasfT hur s d e 0ings gameal willtcdrme tdown th &fews a i
important . ird down offense and
excel [ [

4 : Another key according to McAllister, when the Saints are in

' the Red Zone t he fieldgaals. Deusea@lsor e
stresses the Saints will have to pick up third downs against a

‘ team that does not allow their opponents to convert often.

The Saints average 37% converting on 3rd downs this season.
The bad newsthe Vikings allow their offasive foes only
25% on third down, which is t
|l i ke this all the small , |itt
give up anything cheap. Make them earn what they get. You
want to limit any big plays, and the Saints have talle to
withstand the first few momen
AThe Deuced stresses big diff
remaining centered and focused when the Vikings get hot,
counter striking hard, and the Saints have to be able to handle a
hostile environment and settle in and play sound football.

Bobby Hebert agrees with all points McAllister makes, and he threw in a few keys of his own
while breaking down the Saints/Vikings matahp . Al think field posi
important. And he hi dden yardage canoét be one si de
candét afford to allow the Vikings to

many refer to as YAC (Yards after catch).

Al f a Vi kings wnicdaitch; e
we have to tackle him
a lot of yards after catches and yards after

contact,é i nsists Heb

to win. il know i1 f the
over they have a great chance of winning. And i
the Saints are plus one in the turnover margin t
Saints should win,o

Bobby believes this matchup is the Saints bigge®

hurdle thispostses on. Al feel @&

beat the Vikings, they are going to the Super

Bowl. Regardless of whether the Saints have to

play at Philadelphia or if they play the Falcons at home in the Superdome, if the Saints beat
Minnesota they are goingtothe SupeBowl , 6 said the Cannon.




EVIL FRANCHIS E UPDATE: Yesterdayjnthei Bat t | e ®&dthet he Be ak j
Philadelphia Eagles defended th@iestwhen thefiDirty Birdso couldri seal the deal on the

final drive of the gameensuring that there woul@rbe a Ryan vs Brady rematch in fii&g
Gamethis year.

The official soft drink of

ATLANTA

FALLCONS

The Commi ssi oner 6 s-tallebasdpfeaedthe 6thelEumderfundedo simalld
market franchises to climb up the branches of #8047 Playoff Tree and now only the Brady
Bunch,the Dirty Birds and those lo¢r Dirty Birds remain It o6l 1 be up to t
Gold to save the world.
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PLAYOFF FLA SHBACK:

The Saints have faced the Vikings more times than arey t#ghm in post seasonpldyd ay 0 s
NFC matchup marks the fourth time the Saintgl take on the Vikings in the playoffs.

Minnesota owns a-2 edge over the Saints beating New Orleans in the 1987 and 2000 playoffs.
However, he Saints beat Minnesota in the 2010 NFC Title Garr281 i n what -1 c a8
F i gdstwesaw the battle between Brees & Favre in one of the ultimate showatoites

Dome, with the Saints advancihgo t h e evVeriSbpér8owl i r st

the verge of victory in New Orleans in the NFC champiop game despite five

Eight years ago, the last Minnesota team considered a strong Super Bowl contender was 0
turnovers inside the raucous Superdome.

That was until the infamoudmenin-the-huddle penalty with 19 seconds remaining in the
fourth quarter pushed the Vikings out of field goal range and preceded Brett Favatelill
throw across his body that was intercepted by Tracy Porter todeergéme and Saints kicker,
GarrettiiSouthlake Hartley sealing the win with a 4¢ard FG whichsplit the uprights!




