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Drew Brees passed for 385 yards and two touchdowns, going 11 of 11 for 164 yards and his only 

2 TDôs on New Orleans' final two possessions of regulation.  "I tip my hat to Brees. That's what 

he does. That's what great quarterbacks do. But at the end of the day, we've got to make plays," 

said Redskins safety D.J. Swearinger, whose 1
st
 Qtr interception was Brees' first turnover in four 

games. "We didn't do our job. We beat ourselves for sure." 

The Boyz N Black & Gold are 8-2 after a wild finish at The Dome. It appeared that the team was 

about to see its 7-game winning streak and 4-game home win streak snapped with the visiting 

Washington Redskins and so did most everyone else. Once tight end Jeremy Sprinkle found the 

end zone after being wide open, fans flooded the exits with the score being 31-16 with just under 

six minutes to play. 

The Redskins dominated for the most part, taking advantage of a Saints defense that was pretty 

aggressive and down some major players. Things didnôt start off on the right foot for the Saints, 

and they never seemed to recover. Apparently, the Redskins had a 98.9 percent chance to win 

with a stranglehold on the score. 

In fact, with the Redskins getting another touchdown to make it 31-16 with only minutes left in 

the 4
th
 Qtr, a lot of bloggers and chat-rooms are admitting that 15-20% of fans had started 

leaving their seats, thinking that it was over!   

But as I always say, real fans stay to the end of regulation AND great fans hope for overtime 

when their team is down.  On that day, the Saints (8-2) set up their final drive by stopping 

Samaje Perine on third-and-1 at the two-minute warning when a first down would have allowed 

Washington (4-6) to run out the clock. 

Washington moved into winning field-goal range in the final minute of regulation, only to be 

pushed back by a fluky grounding penalty that appeared to result from Kirk Cousins' 

miscommunication receiver Jamison Crowder, followed by a ñsack-lunchò by Safety, Vonn Bell. 

 

"Any defense that becomes very good, extremely good and begins to feed off their past successes 

does so because they gain confidence and they know they can repeat it," Payton said. "That's 

been a change and that's been something we're going to need to continue." 



Coach Payton continues to tell his players to tune out the hype and focus on what they still need 

to fix.  "We talk about realities of today, each week, and the understanding of we're just past the 

midway point of the season," Payton said. 

"The experts will be talking playoffs, Super Bowl. It's the craziest stuff ever. ... Tune it out and 

laugh at it, understand what it is, but there's so much more we have to do and accomplish." 

Sure, the Saints have made mistakes during their seven-game winning streak ð from fumbles to 

sporadic special teams mistakes, but those have been far outweighed by sensational plays across 

the roster by young players and veterans alike, producing a huge 18.4-point average margin of 

victory! 

Games routinely come down to the last possession in the NFL. Yet even when the Saints have 

won by as few as eight points, they've closed out games simply kneeling on the ball and running 

out the clock ð seven games in a row. 

When the Saints routed Buffalo 47-10 last weekend, it marked the fifth victory this season by 

more than two touchdowns and fourth by at least 20 points. 

The Saints haven't looked this good ð or won this many games in a row ð since 2011, when 

they went 13-3. 

Yet after enduring three straight 7-9 seasons, quarterback Drew Brees sounds hesitant to make 

comparisons between this season and 2011, or even 2009, when the Saints also went 13-3 and 

won numerous games by lopsided scores en route to New Orleans' only Super Bowl title. 

"We've obviously weathered some storms here the last few years to get to this point. We're not 

taking it for granted. We're trying to enjoy it, but also stay in the moment, understand the 

opportunity ahead of us and realize it doesn't happen all the time," Brees said. 

"If we have caught lightning in a bottle, we want to ride this as long as we can. ... Let's see how 

good this team can be." 

Meanwhile, a dramatically improved running game that protects leads and controls the clock has 

eased the burden on Drew Brees. 

Mark Ingram and Rookie Alvin Kamara have combined for 1,089 yards and 11 TDs rushing this 

season. Both also are adept at turning screen passes into sizeable gains, and Kamara also can run 

routes like a receiver. 

The Saints hoped Kamara could provide a combination of versatility and explosiveness New 

Orleans has missed since trading Darren Sproles in 2014. 

"He has some unique talents," Brees said. "But I think more so than that, he has the intelligence 

to handle it all and a maturity beyond his years. It just gives him a certain level of poise in any 

situation just to be able to come through and make the play." 



 

 

"I like the track we are on. I think we're an ascending team," Brees said. "We've found a bunch 

of different ways to win and have a lot of guys playing well and gaining a lot of confidence. 

"The big message this week was: nothing is guaranteed," Brees said. "You have to come out and 

earn it each week." 

And so, late in the 4
th
 Qtr, the Boyz N Black & Gold needed a lot to happen and it did.  

The ñAerial Assaultò struck hard and TE, Coby Fleener was an instrumental driving force for the 

Saints to move the ball down the field and he finished with 5 catches for 91 yards on 5 targets. It 

took New Orleans 3:05 to march 85 yards in 8 plays to get an important score to cut the lead to 

31-23 with 2:53 remaining. 

So then it was up to the ñDennis Allen-Dò.  A first down run by Samaje Perine, who gashed the 

defense for 117 yards and a score on 23 carries, gained six yards to open the drive. Naturally, he 

did his part. On second down, Perine caught another three yards to set up a 3rd & 1 for the 

Redskins. At that point, you could have said it was over. Manti Teôo shot through a gap and 

ended up stopping Perine for a one-yard loss right before the 2-minute warning! 

 



"We just kind of hung in there. Guys believed," said Coach Payton, whose mind seemed to be 

racing as he labored to recall details of the frenzied final drive to tie it up. "There were a lot of 

things happening in a short period of time." 

Brees and company took over, and in a ówhat you would have expected to happen-like fashionô 

was immediately picked off, but a flag wiped it out and gave the Saints life. Brees then threw 

passes of 17 Michael Thomas, 18 for Ted Ginn Jr. and 29 for Coby Fleener before what we all 

witnessed nexté. 

 

 

 



 

Could this actually get tied? 

Josh Hill, needs a ton of credit for his blocking on the 2-point conversion, because it was beyond 

textbook and allowed Kamara to tie the game at 31 with time remaining for the Redskins. The 

Superdome was louder than it was when it was at full capacity.  

ñAK-41ò hopped into the stands after the miracle play Iôm calling ñThe Kamara Catchò. 

Kamara's 18-yard TD reception celebration (which Iôm calling ñThe Dome Diveò) still needed a 

2-point conversion to tie the ball game and send it to OVERTIME, which is exactly what 

happened next! 

 

Entering overtime, Washington won the toss AND Iôm certain that there were a lot of longtime 

DIEHARD Who-Dats that knew that this organizationôs history dictated that this was going to 



end with Washington scoring a touchdown, either, on the kickoff return or after the secondary 

gave up another big-pass play, resulting in the end of the game, but not me!  

Oh no, The SaintsGuy had a feeling ALL day that this one was going to end in miracle-fashion, 

because if we were going to be a óTeam of Destinyô again, then thatôs the only way it could 

happen. 

It was then that the ñDennis Allen-Dò forced a 3-and-out, and gave the ball back to the ñAerial 

Assaultò and ñAngry Ingramò rattled off back-to-back rushes of 20 and 31 yards to set up the 

game-winning Wil Lutz 28-yard FG!! 

       

"We haven't encountered a game like this in a while, and it was great to watch the team rally," 

said Brees, whose team won its previous seven games more convincingly. "We have the 

confidence to win in a lot of different ways. We have the personnel to do it and the right attitude 

to do it." 

  
ñWhere thereôs a Wil, thereôs a Way! After all, I won this blanket!! ò ï Russ the Fan 



 

 

THE S<DIONBPT~N 

PROCLAMATION:  
For those of you that canôt recall a game like the one on last Sunday, and yes, Iôm speaking to 

you, the media, Iôve put together this little montage of ómiraclesô below as a refresher courseé.  

 

2006 ï ñThe Gleason Playò (vs Atlanta during the ñDome-Comingò) 



 

2007 ï ñDeuceôs Runò (vs Philly in 2
nd

 Round of the Playoffs) 

 

2008 ï Highest Scoring Game in Franchise History (vs Green Bay on MNF) 

 

2009 ï Greatest Comeback in Franchise History (vs Miami in Week 6) 


