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Drew Brees passed for 385 yards and two touchdowns, going 11 of 11 forr@64gd his only

2 TD& on New Orleans' final two possessiofisegulation. "l tip my hat to Brees. That's what

he does. That's what great quarterbacks do. But at the end of the day, we've got to ragke play
said Redskins safety D Swearingr, whose T Qtr interception was Brees' first turnover in four
games. "We didn't do our job. We beat ourselves for sure."

The Boyz N Black & Gold are-2 after a wild finish at The Dome. It appeared that the team was
about to see its-game winning streak andgahme home win streak snapped with the visiting
Washington Redskinsnd so did most everyone else. Once tightJemy Sprinklefound the

end zone after being wide open, fans flooded the exits with the score beibgasth just under

Six minutes to play.

The Redskins dominated for the most part, taking advantage of a Saints defense that was prett
aggressiveanddow s ome maj or players. Things didnot
and they never seemed to recovgparently the Redskins had a 98.9 percent chance to win

with a stranglehold on the score.

In fact, with the Redskins getting another touchdown to make1634ith onlyminutesleft in
the 4" Qtr, a lot of blogges and chatooms are admitting that 120% of fans had started
leaving their seats, thinking thatwasover!

But as | always say, real fans stay to the end of regulation AND great fans hope for overtime
when their team is dowrOn that day, e Saints (&) set up their final drive by stopping
Samaje Perine on thiand1 at the tweminute warning when a first down would have allowed
Washington (46) to run out the clock

Washington moved into winning fielgloal range in the final minute of regulation, only to be
pushed back by a fluky grounding penalty that appeared to result from Kirk Cousins'
miscommunication receiver J@uon Crowder, followed by disackluncho by Safety,Vonn Bell.

"Any defense that becormerery good, extremely good and begins to feed off their past successes
does so because they gain confidence and they know they can repeat it," Payton said. "That's
been a change and that's been somethifg \geing to need to continue."




Coach Payton coimuesto tell his players to tune out the hype and focus on what they &l ne
to fix. "We talk about realities of today, each week, and the understanding of we're just past the
midway point of the season," Payton said.

"The experts will be talking playfs, Super Bowl. It's the craziest stuff ever. ... Tune it out and
laugh at it, understand what it is, but there's so much more we have to do and accomplish.”

Sure, the Saints have made mistakes during their sgam@e winning streaé# from fumblesto
spaadic special teams mistakésit those have been far outweighed by sensational plays across
the roster by young players and vates alike, producing a hug8.4point average margin of
victory!

Games routinely come down to the last possession in the YX#ileven when the Saints have
won by as few as eight points, they've closed out games simply kneeling on the ball and running
out the clockd seven games in a row.

When the Saints routed Buffalo-4D last weekend, it marked the fifth victory this sedspn
more than two touchdowns and fourth by at least 20 points.

The Saints haan't looked this good or won this many games in a radv since 2011, when
they went 133.

Yet after enduring three straight97seasons, quarterback Drew Brees sounds hesitanatkie
comparisons between this season and 2011, or even 2009, when the Saints alse3vaent 13
won numerous games by lopsided scores en route to New Orleans' only Super Bowl title.

"We've obviously weathered some storms here the last few years tdlgstgoint. We're not
taking it for granted. We're trying to enjoy it, but also stay in the moment, understand the
opportunity ahead of us and realize it doesn't happen all the time," Brees said.

"If we have caught lightning in a bottle, we want to rids #s long as we can. ... Let's see how
good this team can be."

Meanwhile, a dramatically improved running game that protects leads and controls the clock hag
easéd the burden on DreBrees.

Mark Ingram and Rokie Alvin Kamara have combined for 1,089 yaadsl 11 TDs rushing this
season. Both also are adept at turning screen passes into sizeable gains, and Kamara also can
routes like a receiver.

The Saints hoped Kamara could provide a combination of versatility and explosiveness New
Orleans has missethse trading Darren Sples in 2014.

"He has some unique talents,” Brees said. "But | think more so than that, he has the intelligence
to handle it all and a maturity beyond his years. It just gives him a certain level of poise in any
situation just to bable to come through and make the play."




GRID-IRON GROUND ATTACK

"I like the track we are on. | think we're an ascending team,"” Brees said. "We've found a bunch
of different ways to win and have a lot of guys playing well and gaining a lot of confidence.

"The big message this week was: nothsiguaranteed,” Brees said. "You have to come out and
earn it each week."

And so, late in the"Qtr, the Boyz N Black & Golaeeded a lot to happend it did.

ThefAerial Assauld struck harcandTE, Coby Fleenewasan instrumental driving force for the
Saints to mee theball down the fieldandhefinished with 5 catches for 91 yards on 5 targets. It
took New Orleans 3:05 to march 85 yards in 8 plays to get an important score to cut the lead to
31-23 with 2:53 remaining.

So then it was up to tH®ennis AllerDo. A first down run bySamaje Perinavho gashed the
defense for 117 yards and a score on 23 carries, gained six yards to open the drive. Naturally,
did his part. On second down, Perine caught another yarde to set up a 3rd & 1 for the
Redskins. At that point, you could have said it was dMex.n t i shadt thridugh a gap and

ended up stopping Perine for a eyaed loss mht before the 2ninute warning!




"We just kind of hung in ther Guys believetl said CoachPaytonwhose mind seemed to be
racing as he labored to recall detaif the frenzid final drive to tie it up"There were a lot of
things happening in a short period of time."

Brees and company took over, and 4 nke o6twbka
wasimmediately picked off, but a flag wiped it out and gave the Saints life. Brees then threw
passes of 1Kichael Thomagsl8 forTed Ginn Jrand 29 for Coby Fleen&efore what we all

witnessed next .




Could this actually get tied?

Josh Hill needs a ton of credit for his blocking on thpdint conversion, because it was beyond
textbook and allowed Kamara to tie the game at 31 with time remaining for the Redskins. Th
Superdome was louder than it was when it was at full capacity.

A A4 1hoppednto the stands after the miracle playp m ¢ dHe Kamarg Cafich

Kamara'sl1l8 ard TD reception celebrabivedo) weichl
2-point conversion to tie the bgame and send it to OVERTIME, which is exactly what
happened next!

(75

Entering overtime, Washington won the toss
DIEHARD Who-Dats that knewthahti s or gani zati onds history




end with Washington scoring a touchdown, either, on the kicktaifnor after the secondary
gave up another bigass play, resulting in the end of the game, but not me!

Oh no,The SaintsGuliada feeling ALL day that this one was going to end in mirdashion,

because i f we were going to be a 6Team of e
happen.

't was then th-B0 1 o eandoiteandyadve thetohblllbacktoteA e r i a l
fi

Assaulto and An g r yto-backgusheswb20 and Bltydrds tb sed Upthe b a @k
gamewinning Wil Lutz 28yard FG!!

"We haven't encountered a game like this in a while, and it was great to watch the team rally,"
said Brees, whose team won its previous seven games more convincingly. "We have the

confidence to win in a lot of differémvays. We have the personnel to do i #me right attitude
to do it."
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2007iiDeu®Red® (vs "FRound df the Piayoffsp

20081 Highest Scoring Game in Franchise History (vs Green Bay on MNF)

20091 Greatest Comeback in Franchise History (vs Miami in Week 6)




