HERE COMES THE 9




The Boyz N Black & Gold won their eighth consecutive game last week, with an overtime
comeback i n O Nextuafortheedurrécee®uperSaints is a showdown on the
west coastbutwill these Super Saints fall victim to the dreafdtest Coast Kryptonitgust as

the 2011uper Squadknd the 2018Revenge Teaddid?

The AAerial Assaulto is, again, the | eague’
against the Rams' 6th ranked defense?

The Saints passirgame ranks 2nd in the NFL, producing an average of 272 yards per game,
andDrew Brees is coming off of his highest yardage output of the season (last week) while
throwing for 385 yards in the ACrescent Ci
around to his targets as good as any quarterback that has ever playedetiettiteness of the
Saintspassingame has really benef it taetdt afcrkobm nao ts ts
the days of the ASuper Squado (2011).

With the retirement of #fAThe C
emerged in his second year as the new NumbeHe leads the

team with 65 receptions for 7
unstoppable on shortandmidange r out es. ARoO
~Year o candidate, Kamara, has
TD6s, which is among the | eag
Veteran, Ted Ginn, Jr. has been more consistent than many

expected this season, and has been a solid option for Brees with
35 receptions, 570 yards and

- Additional weapons in the arsenal for Brees include, Ingram
(who is having a stellar seasonyahe tight end group, both,
Hill and Fleener, both of which had a great game last Sunday
against the Redskins.

The Wade Phillips defense has been giving up an average of

212 yards through the air, and rank 10th in the league against
the pass. Althoughheas never made a good 6édhead coachdf@
one of the best in the NFL and Los Angeles has 28 sacks this season and a bunch of broken palfgs
plays due to their tight pas®verage. Their strength starts up front, where theg Faur former
No. 1 draft choices in their defensive frdime.

Mark Ingram is the 4th leading rusher in the league, pacing a 3rd ranked New Orleans running
attack that averages 144 yards per game. Ingram has run for 806 yards, averaging 5.2 per carr
and has scored 8 rushing touchdowns. He has rushed for over 100 yards in four games, and
averaged a huge 12 yards per carry on 134 yards against the Redskins last week.

The Rams have allowed just one back to rush for over 100 yards this season. Los Axsgeles h
given up over 165 yards in a game four times this season. Ogletree and Barron are outstanding
run defenders.

The Saints CLine against the Rams front seven will be key to the game for both, pass and run
blocking attacks. New Orleans struggled attinggsas nst t he Redskinsd p




than they have in any game since the opening loss against Minnesota. Kamara could be
challenged more, coming out of the bdiekd (for the screeiplays and checklowns).

The AAeri al As s aAngeles detbress whenotheyendet at ybaeagd.ire2849

Saints victor yReveangva sGanred oOaPgayitrosnt a Gr eg
Brees threw for 310 yards and 4 TD6s, with
9catchesfor® yards, and Mark AAngryo I ngram rus
the ground and another in the air. Will t he
week or be shot down?

Thei De n ni < owill getene of its better playmakers ligast in time to face the NFC
West | eader, when AKenny VO makes his retu

"l could have played | ast week. |l " m good.
he could have played last week against the Redskins, but the team held him gneicasi@on.

Vaccaro missed two games with a groin injury he suffered in the win over Tampa Bay on Nov.
5th.




The Saints also have a chance to get middle linebacker A.J Klein back for the upcoming battle.
"1'"m feeling good, 0 Wydayiamd cantmnuedo.progredseand tdke it a k ¢
from there. o0 A.J. foresees a good opportuni
the win over the Buffalo Bills in week 10,
and ran eound today. | feel good" he has said.

Right when it looked like Saints defensive coordinator Dennis Allen hadiltethe defense iot
a unit as good as 0609, injuries have begun

Not only is starting end Alex Okafor done for the year, but the effectiveness of three other key
starters who could try to play this week remains to be seen as New Orleans braces for the Los
Angeles Rams' fourthhanked offense.

What about Okafor? "Tremendous loss" is how defensive end Cam Jordan describes the loss of
DE Al ex Okafor, whoods out for the season
juice and passion for the game. He exceedgd e x pect ati ons, 0 said

So, who will jump in to replace Okafor? The Saints aren't necessarily turning to an inexperience
player or street free agent. Rookie Trey Hendrickson will likely get more playing time. "It's not
like Trey is coming in coldHe's rotated in the fine and he knows what to expect,” Jordan said.

| anticipate more from Hau' ol Ki kaha. Ki ki
to play more.

Saints rookie cornerback Marshon Lattimore did not practice Wednesdaysbexfaa left ankle
injury that occurred Sunday in a victory over Washington. A-fiwsind draft choice and the

Saints' top cornerback this season, Lattimore limped through the locker room wearing a
protective boot on his lower left leg while it was opemeporters.

If Lattimore isn't ready to play by Sunday, it's safe to say the Rams offense will attempt to
exploit the o6chink in the armord.

"Lattimore's a star. I've been extremely impressed in watching the tape 6f patience at the

line of scrimmagend strength, short speed quickness, agility, all of the traits you look for in a
corner,"” McVay said. "He's one of the most explosive players on the team, especially with some
of the concepts coach Allen has in play. He's a special player. | can'tcemghegood things."

With the absence of Lattimore, Klein and
456 yards and 31 points to the RedskKinstatistically the worst performance by far for the unit
during the Saints-§ame winning streak.

"Some of those scores we gave up were because of missed assignments and broken plays,” sa
Klein, who had to watch from the sideline. "When the crucial stops were needed later in the
game, they came, which is obviously a positive, but we don't want to ing g that many

points."

During the first seven games of New Orleans' winning streak, the Saints' defense did not allow
any opponent more than 347 yards, held five of its previous seven opponents to less than 300
yardsd and three of them to 200 or few&he Saints also allowed 17 or fewer points in all but




one of those games, the lone exception being when Detroit scored 38 with the help of defensive
and special teams TDO6s.

Against the Redskins, Vaccaro said, "All the big plays that happened in the gaenenius. It
wasn't anything they did spectacular.”

"We gave up almost 500 yards of offense and that hasn't been us this season. A lot of it was
communication,” Vaccaro continued. "We'll get it corrected. We've got some guys coming back
this week."

Okaforwill be probably replaced by rookie Trey Hendrickson, who has two sacks, two tackles
for losses and a forced fumble in a reserve role, although, | was told earlier this week that DE,
Dwight Freeney was released bhealBeattl e, so

Cornerback, Ken Crawley, who has started the past seven games, also did not practice becausg
an abdomen injury, and the possibility of his and Lattimore's absence led the Saints to bring bag
veteran free agent defensive back Sterling Mooewieiek.

Now, New Orleans hits the road to face secgedr quarterback Jared Goff, running back Todd
Gurley, and an offense that averages 375.4 yards per game and ranks second in points per ga
with 30.30 even after an uncharacteristic-24oss to Minneota last week.

Klein said coach Sean Payton made a point in the Wednesday morning's team meeting of
touching on the Rams' elite offensive rankings this season.

The Saints are facing a seceyehar Jarred Goff at quarterback this time. Goff made his first NFL
road start | ast season against the Saints i
weekend.

AccordingtoCoach Payt on
ball 6s coming out
Goff; I think decisively. Goff has
a much better feel for what he is
doing, where he is going. Goff is
not taking a lot of sacks. He is
doing a | ot at t hid
in and out of bad plays. All the
things you want to see a young
quarterback do. | think Sean
(McVay) and the staff have done a
- great job with him. In fact with
thatwhol e team, 06 Payton added.

"Obviously this team has been very efficient on offense and it starts with Goff getting them in
the right plays,"” Klein said. "He's definitely improved a lot from last season. He's become a
really good quarterback. And obviously with Gurley in the backfield they've got skill players
across the board and can hurt you in different ways."




Coach Payt on 6 s ofthg NFECdight new, and thig ihhew theplayoffs would look
if they were to start today:

Below, istheNEC POWER RANKINGS through WEEK 11

0-1

0-2

8-2

Panthers 7-3

Atlanta 6-4

Seahawks 6-4




And the CRUSABdA"tin uest

|l ooks | i ke our 0%GunmerSathbi nts c

fiThaté right Summer. Ité the infamousA/NVest Coast KryptonitithatGs beat us befored - The BreesPuppet

oKr Ay -pHat® What6s he talking about now® - Waldorf the Muppet
fil don& know. Theydl let any puppet onto this show 6 Stadler the Muppet




SERIES HISTORY: The two teams have met each other 73 times (including 1 postseason
game), with thdNew Orleans Saints winning 33 games and the Los Angeles Rams winning 40
games.Si nce coming to New O+l ayrc s 3lagand OORMs3I A T

Los Angeles Rams lead series 48-0

Date Team Opponent H/IA Stadium Result Attend

11/272016 New Orleans Saints LA Rams The Dome W 4921 73,067
12/15/2013 New Orleans Saints  St. Louis Rams Edward Jones Dome L 27-16 58,442
10/30/2011 New Orleans Saints ~ St. Louis Rams Edward Jones Dome L 31-21 57,179
12/12/2010 New Orleans Saints  St. Louis Rams The Dome W 31-:13 70,015
11/15/2009 New Orleans Saints  St. Louis Rams Edward Jones Dome W 28-23 59,858
11/11/2007 New Orleans Saints  St. Louis Rams The Dome L 37-29 70,003
10/23/2005 New Orleans Saints ~ St. Louis Rams Edward Jones Dome L 2817 64,586
09/26/2004 New Orleans Saints  St. Louis Rams Edward Jones Dome W 2825, OT 65,856
12/17/2001 New Orleans Saints  St. Louis Rams Louisiana Superdome L 34-21 70,332
10/28/2001 New Orleans Saints ~ St. Louis Rams America's Center W 34-31 66,189
12/30/2000¢  New Orleans Saints  St. Louis Rams Louisiana Superdome W 31-28 64,900
12/24/2000 New Orleans Saints  St. Louis Rams Louisiana Superdome L 26-21 64,900
11/26/2000 New Orleans Saints  St. Louis Rams Trans World Dome W 31-24 66,064
12/12/1999 New Orleans Saints  St. Louis Rams Louisiana Superdome L 30-14 46,838
11/28/1999 New Orleans Saints  St. Louis Rams Trans World Dome L4312 65,864
11/15/1998 New Oteans Saints St. Louis Rams Louisiana Superdome W 24-3 46,430
09/06/1998 New Orleans Saints ~ St. Louis Rams Trans World Dome W 24-17 56,943
12/07/1997 New Orleans Saints  St. Louis Rams Louisiana Superdome L 34-27 54,803
08/31/1997 New Orleans Saist St. Louis Rams Trans World Dome L 38-24 64,575
12/21/1996 New Orleans Saints  St. Louis Rams Trans World Dome L 14-13 57,681
12/01/1996 New Orleans Saints  St. Louis Rams Louisiana Superdome L 26-10 26,310
11/05/1995 New Orleans Saints  St. Louis Rams Louisiana Superdome W 1910

09/10/1995 New Orleans Saints  St. Louis Rams Busch Memorial Stadium L17-13

A
A

12/04/1994 New Orleans Saints LA Rams Anaheim Stadium W 31-15
10/23/1994 New Orleans Saints LA Rams Louisiana Superdome W 37-34

12/12/1993 New Orleans Saints LA Rams Louisiana Superdome L 23-20



http://www.footballdb.com/games/boxscore.html?gid=2004092601

- INJURY REPORT
B

The second injury report is out for Week 17
Wednesday, cornerbacks Lattimore (ankle) and Crawley (abdomen) did not practice, while
offensv e tackl e Armstead (rest), I|inebacker
limited participants.

It would be hard to envision Lattimore pl a
in a prime position for a playoff spot, amith a host of NFC South divisional games down the
stretch, Lattimoreds pr es elattinorewill likély redurngaom b |
the injury isn't believed to be serious.

The Rams had 12 players listed on their Injury Report.

AWedvgot some great pCodtheRas c
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AJoin me,and all my favorite Who-Dats next Sundayt o wat ch t he
A s s a ke brothetLA Rams in our next exciting episode of
THUNDERDOME!! Game time is at 3PM so show up early to gei seat!

| t 6s1"Sdaseoh for the DDWD and for Week
Raffle, touchdown beads and much moresd o n 6 t mi ss out! !l o

The SAh\TI'sGuy

Unleas h the Assault 1l




