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And just as I had feared, the trip out west proved to be too much for yet another Saints team.   

 

Maybe, someday weôll learn how to beat those ñwest coastersò.  For now, Iôve come to the 

realization that this loss, at least, does have a positive side, which is, that at least we didnôt lose 

to a divisional rival.  Those games are coming up.   

 

On Monday night for his weekly WWL radio program to discuss his teamôs loss to the Rams on 

Sunday and the upcoming NFC South battle with the division-rival Carolina Panthers, Coach 

Payton began by saying they need to take a hard look at the things that went wrong for the Saints 

in Los Angeles. 

ñWhen we finished with our meetings today and even in the morning to start,ò Payton said. ñIt 

was letôs look at this game tape real closely and then letôs be ready to shift our focus quickly to 

Carolina, a divisional team thatôs playing well. Weôre going to have a chance to play at home in 

a significant game." 

 ñThat being said,ò Payton continued, ñthere 

were a handful of things we did well 

defensively. There are some chunk plays we 

would like to have had back. Offensively we 

really struggled with any type of rhythm. We 

found ourselves in some of the longer third-

down situations. We were I think three of 11 

or three of 12. And when you have that type 

of third-down day, youôre not going to have a 

lot of plays, youôre not going to have a lot of 

rushes. There are a lot of things that kind of 

come with that. So we struggled to get into 

rhythm. We shot ourselves in the foot at 

times. But weôre going to have to rebound 

quickly and get ready to play a real good 

Carolina defense.ò 

Moving onto the Saintsô next opponent, 

Payton said the Panthers have made a living 

this season by controlling the football. 

ñRight now,ò Payton said, ñtheyôre leading 

the league in time of possession. So both 

teams would go into a game like this clearly 

with the emphasis on turnovers, clearly on 

time of possession.  

And generally that time of possession can begin to shift with the team thatôs in the lead because 

you begin to manage the clock differently and really try to bleed the clock. But I think itôs 

significant. Itôs something that in the first game, those key indicators went in our favor. But right 

now if you look in the last four weeks at the games Carolinaôs won, theyôre near the top of the 

league just in that month of football possessing it and protecting the football. And I know that 



complements the defense extremely well.  If youôre a defender and you come off the field and 

you know your offense is going to have a six-, seven-, eight-play drive, those are snaps and 

minutes off the clock that youôre not defending. Overall, thatôs just good team football.ò 

But hereôs something worth pointing out.  Each of the Saintsô three losses came at the hands of 

title-contending teams: the 9-2 Minnesota ñYikesò, the 9-2 ñBrady Bunchò, and the 8-3 LA 

ñLambchopsò.  Those are the types of teams the Saints will encounter in the playoffs, and so far 

they havenôt been up to the task, but did you notice, that it was during those three games that the 

Saints were forced to play their óback-upô secondary personal, instead of their starters? 

Therefore, I believe that if the Saints can get healthy, stay healthy, they will get back to the ñbig 

gameò again. 

In other words, if the Defensive starters can stay healthy, the Saints could conceivably win-it-all, 

but if theyôre having to use backups as startersé.well, weôre in trouble.  

And now, the Saints are faced with the adversity of a streak-snapping loss to a Rams team that 

they actually defeated 49-21 on Thanksgiving Weekend of last year? 

As mentioned in previous newsletters; in 2013, a late-season loss to the Rams put the 10-3 Saints 

into a spiral, losing three of their last five games and costing them home-field advantage in the 

playoffs. That set-up a miserable divisional-round loss against the Seattle Seahawks and proved, 

once again, how hard it is for a Super Saints team to overcome the dreaded ñWest Coast 

Kryptoniteò. 

Last Sunday, the receiving corps couldnôt shake the Ramsô corners in man coverage. Drew Brees 

had missed too many throws that should be routine for any members of the ñAerial Assaultò and 

ñAngry Ingramò did not appear. 

The ñDennis Allen-Dò is now without Alex Okafor, and we all remember the óRob-Ryan Dayzô 

when there was no pass-rush, along with a weak secondary and the horrible numbers that 

generated over 3 seasons. The Saints struggled to match up in coverage and the ósecondaryô 

became an issue (once again) when Lattimore & Crawley were out and Harris and Williams got 

picked apart by a second-year sophomore named, Jared Goff.  

This Saints team can improve down the stretch.  After all, the Boyz N Black & Gold were not 

picked to be a playoff contender, nor were they picked to be a division leader this year.  

Actually, it was the Bucs who were picked by almost every news & sports outlet to be the 

winners of the NFC South for 2017.  

The Saints need to remember that it was a Panthers 8-game winning streak in 2013 that helped 

steal the division crown away, and now that theyôve had their own 8 in-a-row, itôs time to return 

the favor by beating Carolina at The Dome, next Sunday, and then putting the ñDirty Birdsò back 

in their place, by sweeping them this year while taking care of business against a bad Jets team, 

and finally, finishing off a terrible Tampa squad!  

Thatôs what a championship team would do.  



SEASON-OUTLOOK UPDATE: 

Dennis Allen, a former NFL defensive coordinator and head coach, was brought in to rebuild the 

defense because he'd previously been a Payton assistant from 2006 to 2010. 

"He's someone that I'm very familiar with," Payton said of Allen, who was the secondary coach 

for the 2009 SUPER-SAINTS that won the ñBig Gameò. 

And those were good timesé. 

    

   

Allen left New Orleans in 2011 to become Denver's defensive coordinator for a season before 

taking over as Oakland's head coach in 2012. The Raiders fired Allen during the 2014 season. 

His return to New Orleans was unconventional in that he was not initially hired to replace Ryan, 

but work alongside him while helping with the secondary. 

But that setup had not produced the results Payton wantedéor the rest of Who-Dat Nation for 

that matter. 

Opposing quarterbacks have consistently had their best games of the season against New Orleans 

and thatôs a trend that no óplayoff-caliberô team would ever exhibit. 

 



I really do believe that we have a bright future and think we have some superstars on both sides 

of the ball and I think Cam Jordan, Lattimore, Crawley and others are great picks for the building 

blocks to a defense that will terrorize the league at some point.   

Maybe weôll even see the SECOND COMING of the ñDOME PATROLò in our time. 

Thatôs what we had in 2009, but it didnôt last.  Keep in mind, that out of all the Payton teams, the 

2009 squad was the best in Franchise history and it took a Top-Ten Defense, along with the 

Leagueôs #1 Offenseéto win it all. 

You must have both.  

 

 



 
FAN-OF-THE-WEEK 

 

Congratulations to Nathan the Fan for being our FAN-OF-THE-WEEK when we 

battled against the LA Rams!!   This Who-Dat showed up for gameday before 

anybody else, even me, and not only won 2 prizes in the Halftime-Raffle but also 

participated in ALL our chants while cheering for our Boyz N Black & Gold the 

whole game!  For his efforts, heôll get some free beads and consideration for being a 

nominee for FOTS 2017!!   

                               

  

          
 

       ñThatôs amazing!  Youôre a great fan!ò                ñStart Fast and Finish Strong!ò 



NFC SOUTH:       

Coming into Week 12, the 3rd and 4th place teams in the NFC South, the ñDirty Birdsò and the 

Tampa Bay Bucs, faced each other at the óFortress of Feathersô while Cam the Sham and the 

ñKarolina Kittensò travelled to Jersey to face the NY Jets. 

What happened next was exactly the opposite of how Who 

Dat Nation wanted the week to turn out. The Falcons 

pulled away late against the Bucs for a final score of 20-

34, with the Falcons improving to 7-4 and dropping the 

Bucs to 4-7.  

The Panthers held on late on big plays from their defense 

and special teams, beating the Jets on the road 35-27, to 

improve to 8-3. After the Saints lost to the Rams 20-26, 

they went to 8-3, meaning both teams are on top of the 

division for the lead, however, the Saints get the tiebreaker 

thanks to a Week 3 win over Carolina and a better division 

record (2-0). 

Next, the Saints face what will be the greatest clash since 

a Super Bowl bound Carolina team came to The Dome in 

2015.  The Panthers will attack The Dome this Sunday, with first place in the division hanging in 

the balance. The Falcons will be hosting the Minnesota ñYikesò at 12Noon CST. The Tampa 

Bay Buccaneers are hosting óThe Packô.         

Everyone but the Bucs are in the playoffs right now, with the Saints hosting the Panthers in 

Week 13. Coincidentally, the Saints would host the Panthers if the playoffs were to start today. 

Meanwhile, the Falcons host the Vikings. 

The Saints are going to have to get some major help if they have any hopes of getting a 1
st
 

Round-Bye. The Rams face the Cardinals, while the Eagles travel to Seattle to take on the 

ñSleazy Seabirdsò. 

For those interested, the only thing that could help move New Orleans up would be a Rams loss. 

     



EVIL FRANCHISE UPDATE:   Of the ó8ô Evil Franchises; all but three have winning 

records so far this season.  And the Bears (3-8) and 49ers (1-10) are rotting in the cellars of their 

divisions, while the Cowboys seem to think theyôre still ñAmericaôs Teamò but couldnôt score 

double-digits in their last game!    
 

 
 

This past Sunday, we witnessed the teams of the Commissionerôs League of Evil round-table 

defeat the other underfunded, small market franchises to climb up the branches of the 2017 

Playoff tree.  The Saints were having to battle a division leader while the ñDirty Birdsò and Cam 

the Sham & the ñKittensò got to face off against teams with losing records that are only thinking 

about their upcoming Draft Picks.  Thatôs what I call a ñFree-Lunch Sunday-Victoryò. 

          

The ñLeague of Evilò is on the rise and itôll be up to the Boyz N Black & Gold to turn the tide.  

 

 

The òNorthern Dirty Birdsó 10-1 

The òBrady Bunchó 9-2 

The òKarolina Kittensó 8-3 

The òDirty Birdsó 7-4 

The òSleazy Seabirdsó 7-4 

òJerryõs Kidsó 5-6 

òTru-Biscuit & the Bearsó 3-8 

The ò40-Nothingsó 1-10 
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