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The Boyz N Black & Gold had a tough one st
League Office) on Thursday Night Football.

In a matchup with absolutely huge ytdfs implications, the Saints started in promising fashion,
taking their first drive deep into Falcons territory, only to stall, but mostitaptly seaookie
Alvin Kamara injured on a helm#b-helmet hit by linebacker, Dion Junes.

The haf would continue withA.J. Klein, Trey HendricksorandSenio Kelemetbeing the next
Saints to exit the game with injuries.

The Saints lost 4layers in the first half ofhat game!

The fADenbDoshaéaWweéear wo tcondto 10ipamistithe first balf, vighi |
Lattimore making his return to the field felt with an interception in the waning seconds of the
half. The Saints having already scored 10 points on a field goal and a touchdown pass from Dre
Brees to Tommylee Lewis

With Atlanta tying to drive into position for a tiebreaking field goal in the waning seconds of
the opening half, Ryan threw a terrible pass that was picked off by rookie Marshon Lattimore,
who was back in the lineup after missing two games with an ankle injury.

but woud have the chance to go up by three points stolen away, as a conveyted 4iéld

goal by Wil Lutz was nullified by an alignment penalty as the clock expired.

Lattimore returned it 33 yards to the Atlanta 29 with 4 seconds remaining, setting uptWil &us
47-yard field goal as time expired. But the Fedins caught a break when the Saints apparently
had one |l ineman that wasno6t positioned O0ex4{
penalty resulted in a mandatory-46cond runoff that ered the half with the score tied at 10.
AExactl yo where he needed to be on the | ing¢




ATheytfli ke the player (LeRibeus) wasnot
with that, especially with a backup in, o
Payton said he thought his team was outstanding on defense and fodghndahey got a lot
of good out of them against the Falcons.

He was there. But viraffee ticket thae  n ¢
| ever got when oe/ elri dpletca uiswe r
bright letmhowashmwdt idnét work or
were not bright 2 [ opinion.

|l &m telling youé.there was no wangonthesame&ai n
week that Godell signs his fyear extension, we have a game like this one, wherefficiaing
calls were sooooooocegregious hat the o6fi x6 had to be in!

The first half was just plain hard to watch. Several players were lost to injury, with the main one
beingAlvin Kamara(concussion). Other players werguired, six to be exacA.J. Klein

(groin), Trey Hendricksorfknee),Josh Hill Senio KelemeteandfiKenny Vo all got banged up

in the first half. Not to mention, there were a ton of penalties.

Somehow, the half ended up deadlocked at@hanks to the Saints offense being able to
answer after being down IDthanks to &rew Breeso Tommylee Lewi26-yard connection.
The Saints would have had an extra field goal going inftirna afterMarshm Lattimore
picked offMatt Ryan however the 4%ardWil Lutz field goal was nullified by an illegal
formation onJosh LeRibeuwnhich ended the half.

In the second half, the Saints started with a bang, when safety Chris Banjo playing for the injure
A Ke n ny keW aff apascfrom Matt Ryan to set up a touchdown pass from Drew Brees to
Michael Thomas. After a third quarter in which the Saints barely had the ball save from the earl
minutes, New Orleans would find itself trailing-2@ and needing a drive to wimn tie the game.

Drew Brees would then do the unforgivable by throwing an interception in the end zone to Deio
Jones. The Saints would have another shot, forcing a fumble by RB, Devonta Freeman in the
closing minute of the game, but the Feoins recovered

AWe struggled offensively to find a rhythm,

Chris Banjopicked off Matt Ryan oncegain to goen the second half, which put the Saints in
business. A few plays after the interception, Brees found a widehdigbael Thomago put
them up 1710.

The Falcons would march down the field on
third interceptiorof the day. It was ball that was picked off by Marcus Williams. However, the
of fense couldndét do much with i1t and had

Fag forward to the 4th Qtrand the Falcons went on anflay, 69yard drive that took 7:06 off
the clock to lead to a Ryan to WR, Sanuddouchdown that tied the game-17.

That s when it was apparent to me that t
the Saints from wning that game.




Payton said, Al called a timeout, adtde t hen
timeout. Probably said it wita little more oomph or vigahan | was supposed to, but | gotta be
smarter than that. o

With the season potentially hanging in the balance, Evil Team Linebacker, Deion Jones made a
|l eaping interception in the end zldonéorawi t h
crucial 2017 victory over the Saints on Thursday Night, setting up a-thegerace for the NFC
South titte.Obvi ously, thatés what the ALeague of

Matt Ryan had 3 IN® s b teef Faiklcams got &2-yard field goal wih 3:49 togo. The Boyz N

Black & Goldwere in position to pull out the victory, driving to the Atlanta 11dylare after

Drew Brees converted o ®own and 1 with a quarRleaypaxlkl e
passed on attempting a tying field go&lou could tell they really wanted to win this one.

On second down, Brees attempted to hit TE, Josh Hilldrb#tk of the end zone, even though
AANgry I ngr-améenwher-wf Hé éadaddmpoul d h almneif made
he had gotten the checlown.

"When it takes a while to land, you know you're up there," Evil Team Head Coach, Dan Quinn
sdd. "He definitely went up and reached for it."

The Faitcons (85) climbed within one game of the divisibeading Saints with three weeks to
go, as New Orleans had the chance to build a-tyae® lead on the defending division champs
stolen from them Y dirty-play and officiating that is quite suspect at this poirtie teams will

meet again on Dec. Bfor whatwilbeA THE BATTLE FOR CHBe STMAS
continuing saga between Good and Evil.




Ryan had three interceptions in a stretch of nine plagseaend of the first half and the
beginning of the second. But he tied the game with-gar8 touchdown pass to Mohamed Sanu
with 9:55 remaining , finishing 15 of 27 for 221 yards, proving once atfahif you have
enough penaltflags thrown in youfavor that ANY drive can stay alive!

On the night, Brees was 26 of 35 for 271 yards and 2 TDs.
Yet he was kicking himself for trying to force one at the end.

ALL BOOM and NO ZOOM :

AAnNngryo | ngram wa sHewashdld tot498 yasaon tdyiestadtiee Shimsa d .

largely abandoned one of the league's top rushing attacks. Michael Thomas had 10 catches for
117 yards and a TD Kamara left with a concussion in the first quarter of New Orleans' game
Thursday night against Atlanta.

Kamara was hurt when he caught a pass foyard loss and his helmet took a shot from the
helmet of opposing linebackereidn Jones'. He then walked into the tunnel to be evaluated.
There was no flag.




After getting picked off on Atlanta’s last play oS
the firsthalf, Ryan went to the air again on the=
first play of the second halfSame result.

The ball went through the arms of tight end Austin
Hooper, rolled up on his back and was intercepted
by Chris Banjo, setting up theyhrd scoring pass

to Thomas.On Atlanta's next possession, Ryan
guided the Faitons to the New Orleans 9 yard

line. On 3° Down, he attempted to force a pass into
the end zone for Julio Jones only to be picked off
again by Marcus Williams.

It was the second time this season and nintk tm
his career that Ryan has
and yet, after it was all over the sports media was
praising him for the 4 Qtr comeback and for

over comi ng Afcthdrowrused worg.o .

While Ryan was receiving all kinds of praise from the media for reasserting his MVP status,
Coach Payton was in the locker room, reasserting exactly why Atlanta won thé& game




"l thought the officiating was extremelygr -- inconsistent would be a greatwi put it,"

Payton said "I thought that had a lot to do with the way this game ended. ... If two teams are out
there fighting hard, but the calls, as | went through every one of 'em and the ones that weren't
called, too many inconsistencies.

Coad Payton was legitimately tickenl f f , a rsek hav angonencdutd blame him. And
now, therés talk about d@disciplinary investigatioafor his actions, late in the game. Could the
League Office be more blatanttimeir actions against out team? How many games have you
seen over the years EVERXIndayof EVERY season where a head coach gets intoGa fiaefe

or at least is screaming at a refPRIAT&S EVERY GAMEand | dordt ever see the coach
gettingdlagged But ours did.

| 6 m us ual dthe nextwday.rButdast Thorsdaygame made my blood boil for various
reasonand my aciegreflux kicked in too In fact, Bm taking ttat loss verypersonall rarely ever
blame the refs on games and bad callbajgen. But this game took the cake!

The refs were extremely bi as e dNIN&first dowris givea s
to Atl anta on bogus penalties. Hol di ng pena
had every right to be angr

The Saintshad achance to win another division game and solidify th&iPlace hold on the
NFC Southbutinsteadt he ADi rty Birdso were all owed t
they were recipients of ALL the help they would need to get a wamaga hated rival

And 1061 I bet you were al |l ?2wWwell,doekrai whaj gurfacea w

on Sunday.
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A former Falcons player was assigned
to work as an official at the Saints-
Faicons game

NEL assigned former Falcons player ta officiate
Saims-Falcons game




Anyway, rather than talk about the stats of different players and offer a simple take on why a
d inelabdut bk thevdirty- glayobeihg executedvidy the Fadns
probl em wi't

THE SM ELL  oF
GOODELL

certain play
|l 6d | i ke to point out the REAL

THE GRABIDNSPIRACY!

As stated in previous newsletters over the yaaseems like every season since the
ABount yGate Conspiracyo wedre having to ded
beng reviewed and the opportunities for our

How about a 6refresherdéd course? yHvere gaysa r e
that actually diccostus a game. Do you remember them?




2015

I n the worst officiated game teéedaxperianéend984 v e
it hasbecome painfully obvious to me that the League office did not want us to win that game no
matter what!! Si nce weetliemgreateat canspitacy wfialhtigpme took  t h ¢
place(Dallas, TX) 6 m sure that none of you need a |
here It goesé.




