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After converting three fourth-down plays during the opening series ð including a successful 

fake punt ð New Orleans misfired on its fourth attempt of the drive. 

 
New Orleans held the ball for 20 plays and 9 minutes, 58 seconds. But the Saints came away 

empty when Taysom Hill fumbled on fourth down from the Baltimore 4. 

 
It was the longest drive to result with no points since the Browns went 9:59 against the Jets in the 

first week of the 2015 Season, according to NFL Network. 

  
Coming into the game, Baltimore's opponents were 0 for 4 on fourth down. 
  
Saints running back legend Deuce McAllister said the team played well enough for a victory, but 

that shouldn't leave them satisfied. 
  
"You did enough well, but you can also go back and look at it, this is a tough defense," Deuce 

said on 'The Locker Room Show' on the Saints Radio Network. "You did enough well against 

them, but you left some plays on the field as well." 

 

On the day; Brees went 22 for 30 for 212 yards. Facing a defense that had 11 sacks last week on 

Tennesseeôs Mariotta, but Brees escaped the tenacious Baltimore rush, with the exception of a 

4
th
 Qtr sack by Linebacker Terrell Suggs. 

  
Joe Flacco completed 23 of 39 passes for 279 yards for the Ravens (4-3), including a 56-yarder 

to Brown that set up a 1-yard touchdown run by Rookie Quarterback, Lamar Jackson for a 10-7 

halftime lead.  An 8-yard pass from Flacco to rookie tight end Mark Andrews put the Ravens 

ahead 17-7 with 3:30 left in the 3
rd

 Qtr. 

 

Brees threw two touchdown passes, locked up two more milestones and engineered a comeback 

that enabled the Saints (5-1) to wipe out a 10-point deficit. 
 

It was 24-17 before Joe Flacco directed a beat-the-clock drive covering 81 yards and ending with 

a 14-yard touchdown pass to John Brown. 
  
That seemingly set up overtime, given that Tucker had connected on 112 straight extra points 

and was the only NFL kicker without a miss since the placement of the ball was moved back in 

2015. He made the first 222 tries of his career. 

 
This attempt, however, ócurvedô to the right ð the deciding moment in a matchup between the 

NFL's highest-scoring offense and top-ranked defense. 
  
The ñAerial Assaultò brought back the Saints from a 10-point deficit against a Ravens defensive 

unit that allowed only 12 second-half points all seasonéand those were only field goals!  Brees 

threw a 5-yard TD pass to ñCanôt Guard Mikeò Thomas with 4:58 remaining to put the ñBoyz N 

Black & Goldò ahead 21-17, and the Saints tacked on a field goal just before the two-minute 

warning. 
  
 



The Saints run game was also featured prominently, with the team rushing 39 times for 134 

yards.  Deuce says that commitment to the run was an important factor in the win.  "They 

definitely got going.  It was body punches, and we knew that's what you were going to need to 

do coming into this game," Deuce said. 
  
Yes, the ñBoom & Zoomò pounded the Ravens D-line all day and only got óstuffedô a couple of 

times the whole game. 

 

 
 

Even Drew was getting in on the ópoundingô. 

 

 
 



Early in the game, Brees threw his 500th career touchdown pass, connecting with TE, Benjamin 

Watson for a 1-yard score to put New Orleans up 7-3 late in the 2
nd

 Qtr. 

 

 
  
Thatôs right, the NFLôs new ñPassing Kingò joined Peyton Manning, ñTom Terrificò and Brett 

Favre as the only quarterbacks in league history with 500 TD passes. 
   

Drew Brees reached another milestone on Sunday, something that's becoming old hat for the 

future Hall of Famer. 
  
In the second quarter of Sunday's win over the Ravens, Brees threw his 500th career 

touchdown, joining a legendary group with Peyton Manning (539), Brett Favre (508) and Tom 

Brady (504). 

 
"Obviously, it's a significant milestone, but I'm just focused on winning football games and if 

I just keep it very focused, then I think those things, they tend to happen," Brees said after the 

game. "Listen, I will forever be grateful for the opportunities I've had in the NFL, to play this 

game, to play on the teams that I've had a chance to play on, the teammates, the coaches, 

they're the ones that have made this so rewarding." 

 



 
  
The monumental touchdown happened on a play-action pass with TE, Benjamin Watson 

coming open in the end zone for a 1-yard score, and Brees said he was thrilled Watson was on 

the receiving end. 
  
Brees and Watson developed a tight relationship during Watson's first stint with the Saints, 

from 2013-15, and Watson returned to New Orleans this season after being with the Ravens 

for 2016 and 2017. Brees said Watson is one of his favorite teammates and "inspires me a 

lot." 
  
"I can't think of a better guy to have caught that ball," Brees said. 
  
Brees was apparently so excited Watson caught the touchdown that Watson said Brees tried to 

have the tight end keep the ball, but Watson insisted Brees keep it.  "This is history," Watson 

said, recounting the exchange. "This is 500. I'm just honored to be on the field with you." 
  
On the play, Watson knew Brees was one touchdown away from 500, and he thought there 

was a good chance he'd come open on the play call. 
 

"When it was in the air, I said, 'Yeah, this is 500,'" Watson said. 
  
Brees ended the day with two touchdowns, so he's at 501 now for his career. 

 

 



 
  
 

   
   
If you didn't believe the Saints were a team of destiny before their dramatic, improbable 24-23 

come-from-behind win against the Baltimore Ravens on Sunday, you certainly do today. 
  
This time, they needed the best kicker in the game to miss an extra-point in the final seconds 

to get it. As improbable finishes go, this one ranks up there with the Meachem Miracle and 

Hakim Drops the Ball. It was the first missed point-after attempt in Tucker's stellar college 

and pro career, and it provided a stunning exclamation point to the Saints' fifth consecutive 

win of the year.  "Sometimes," Saints punter Thomas Morstead said, "you've got to have some 

breaks go your way, and having the best kicker in league history miss a kick when he hasn't 

missed a kick in two years ... You just could not ... That's just ... You just ... That's un-believ-

able." 



This win was even more improbable than the Week 2 win against the Browns, which required 

a career-ending implosion by Kicker, Zane Gonzalez in the final minutes. 

 
It was more unlikely than the Week 3 win at Atlanta, which saw the Saints score touchdowns 

on their final four possessions to rally past the ñDirty Birdsò in overtime at the ñFortress of 

Feathersò. 

 
The Saints showed poise and resilience by scoring 17 consecutive points in the 4

th
 Qtr to 

overcome a 10-point deficit. 
  
In the past two years, the Ravens had not lost a game in which they had led at halftime. They 

were 13-0 in such situations entering Sunday.  Now they're 13-1. 
  
On another note; they had not allowed a touchdown in the second half of any of their first six 

games this season. Now they've allowed two, after surrendering back-to-back 12-play 

touchdown drives in the 4
th
 Qtr to the ñBoyz N Black & Goldò.  Entering the game, the Saints 

were 2-121 when trailing by 10 or more points in the 4
th
 Qtr (when playing on the road).  Now 

they're 3-121.  By coincidence, those other wins came during the season of the 2009 ñSuper 

Saintsò! 
  
This is how teams of destiny are revealed to us. 
  
"We have a collective belief as a team," Morstead said. "Sometimes (the game) doesn't always 

go the way we want it to, but I feel like there's never this feeling that we're out of it. There's 

never that feeling - ever. We always feel like it's going to work out. It's amazing to watch." 
  
Yesé.yes it is. 
  
It also helps when you have perhaps the best player in the game on your team. Drew Brees has 

won a lot of big games over the years, but few victories will be more memorable than this 

one. 
  
On the road, facing a double-digit deficit in the 4

th
 Qtr against the league's top-rated defense, 

he simply willed the Saints to victory. He made play-after-play to clip the wings of the 

Ravens defense and the hearts of the sellout Baltimore crowd. 
  
Afterward, players on both teams spoke of Brees' performance in awestruck tones: 
  
-"Ridiculous," Ravens coach John Harbaugh said. 
  
-"Absolutely unbelievable," Saints guard Larry Warford said. 
  
-"One hell of a quarterback," Terrell Suggs said. 
  
-"The best quarterback in the game," Morstead proclaimed. 
  



-"The best ever," Ravens safety Eric Weddle said, taking it a step further by adding; "Drew 

Brees made some incredible plays ... holy smokes," Weddle said. "He extended some plays, 

and he was just finding a way to make a play. Not many guys can do that in the history of the 

game."  

 

 
  
There's still more than half a season to play. A lot can still go sideways. But this game was 

reminiscent of the epic come-from-behind win against Washington last year, which I 

proclaimed as the ñCrescent City Comebackò.  Although, this wasnôt a home win (and 

therefore) some would say that itôs comparable to the 2009 win in Week 6 against Miami, 

however, I would compare that to this yearôs overtime win against the ñDirty Birdsò in 

Atlanta, partly because that was a road win, but also because, just like the Miami win (in 

2009), that win in Atlanta is where the ñBig Gameò is being played this season.  
  
"The whole game of football is like ... 'Holy cow,'" Coach Payton said. "You create 

opportunities (to win). I think if you watched that game and looked at the stat-line, you would 

say, 'Hey, we deserved to win that game.'" 
Payton is right. The Saints were good enough to put themselves in position to be fortunate. 

They were good enough to put pressure on the Ravens, and in the heat of the moment, the 

home team cracked. That's what really good teams do. The Patriots have done it for years.ò 
  
Like the other great teams of the Payton-Brees Era that were Playoff bound, which included 

the 2009 ñSuper Saintsò, the 2011 ñSuper Squadò, the 2013 ñRoad Warriorsò (that nabbed the 

first Playoff road-win in Franchise history) and then there was last yearôs ñDrew-Creuxò 

(when Brees was in the last year of his contract) which came with an 8-game winning streak 

showcased by ñBoom & Zoomò and a re-built ñDennis Allen-Dò, this yearôs Saints team 

[which doesnôt have a nick-name yet] has proven it is talented, resilient and smart enough to 

beat anyone and with Brees playing as well as ever, anything seems possible and something 

special is certainly upon us. 
  
Make no mistake, this team has flaws.  The secondary, like in previous years, is certainly still 

our ñAchillesô heelò, but every NFL team has flaws. The best ones hide their weaknesses and 

play to their strengths.  



 Of all the times for Kicker, Justin 

Tucker to not be automatic. 
  
The Ravens kicker is the best in the 

game. He had made 221 straight extra 

points to start his career. When the 

Ravens scored with 24 seconds left 

against the Saints, all Tucker needed to 

do was make the extra point and the 

game would go to overtime.  

 

He hadnôt missed an extra point in his 

seven NFL seasons to that point, so it 

seemed like a foregone conclusion, 

even on a very windy day. 
  

Then it wasnôt. Tucker missed. His kick 

seemed to be going right through the middle of the uprights, then it took a sharp right turn and 

missed. 
  

The Ravens seemed to be in utter shock. Nobody was more shocked than Tucker, whose eyes 

were wide as he looked up toward the uprights.  According to ESPN Stats & Info he had 

connected on all 78 of his field-goal attempts from 33 yards or less in his career, so as he lined 

up for that extra point he had made 300 straight kicks from 33 yards and in. Wow. 

  
The Saints recovered the onside kick after Tuckerôs miss and that was that. Saints 24, Ravens 23 

in about the craziest scenario imaginable. It was a brutal loss for the Ravens, who led 17-7 only 

to let that lead slip away.  Ravens quarterback Joe Flacco led a great drive in the final minutes 

and he hit WR, John Brown for what looked like the game-tying score. Presumably the Ravens 

coaches had already started talking about overtime plans, because it didnôt seem possible Tucker 

would miss. 
  

Tucker is one of the rare kickers who is on the type of path that would put him in Hall of Fame 

consideration someday. He makes 40-yard field goals look easy. Of all the weird things that 

happen on ñAny Given Sundayò, Tucker missing in that situation was one of the weirdest.  

 

Nobody could have predicted that, but I do recall hollering out ñMissssss It!ò just before the 

snap.  

  
The 'mojo' appears to be working.  
  
After the Saints thrilling 24-23 win over the Baltimore Ravens, Drew Brees is now one of three 

quarterbacks in NFL history to beat all 32 teams.  
  
"It was a little bit of a monkey on my back.  It's just kind of odd.  Obviously I played for an AFC 

team, the Chargers; and now I play for an NFC team.  I played these guys once as a Charger, and 



I guess this was my fourth time as a Saint.  For one reason or another, I had just never gotten a 

win against these guys." 
  

 
 

On last Sunday, Drew Brees became just the third quarterback in NFL history to achieve another 

great milestone and become a member of the ñAll 32 Clubò.  The first quarterback to beat all 32 

teams was Brett Favre in 2009, when, as Minnesota's quarterback, he beat the Green Bay 

Packers. Peyton Manning later hit the mark when he quarterbacked the Denver Broncos to 

victory over the Indianapolis Colts in 2014. 

 
Brees, as a San Diego Charger, destroyed the Black & Gold in Qualcomm Stadium in 2004 

during the ñHaslett Eraò.  Brees then beat his old team as a Saint in 2008 and again in 2012 with 

a 370 yard, 4 TD performance which ended that yearôs 0-4 start when ñThe Master Playcallerò 

was in exile. 

 
Brees could have joined the "All 32 Club" sooner if the Saints had beaten Baltimore when they 

faced them in 2006, which was the first matchup during the Payton-Brees Era, but the Baltimore 

Ravens and their formidable defense found a way to defeat the ñBoyz N Black & Goldò that year 

and again in 2010 and 2014.  

 



-ACQUIRED- 
   

ELI APPLE acquired from New York! 

 

The message the Saints front office has sent out for 

the last several months is clear: It is all in on the here 

and now. 
  
This morning, the organization traded their 2019 

4
th
 round pick and a 2020 7

th
 round pick to the Giants 

for Cornerback, Eli Apple, meaning the Saints will 

have one selection in the first four rounds of next 

yearôs draft. 

  
New Orleans has now traded away its first-, third- 

and fourth-round picks in the 2019 NFL Draft. Each 

of those moves ð show an organization that believes 

its championship window is now. 
  
This past offseason, the Saints identified a fortified 

pass rush as one of their primary goals. When the 

2018 draft rolled around, they sent their 2019 first-

round pick to the Packers in order to move up and select Marcus Davenport. 
  
Though he was slowed in training camp by an injury, Davenport has impressed with his 

disruptive play behind the line of scrimmage in his first six games.  New Orleans added some 

insurance to its dreams of getting back to the ñBig Gameò when it traded its 2019 third-round 

pick to the New York Jets for Quarterback, Teddy Bridgewater.  Though Bridgewater has not 

thrown a pass this season, he gives the Saints one of the NFLôs most accomplished No. 2 

quarterbacks.  Bridgewater will also provide New Orleans with some much-needed ñtrade-

baitò since a lot of our Picks for next year are now gone. 
  
Of course, the biggest weaknesses of any season during the Payton-Brees Era (not including 

2009) has been the weak secondary and this year is no exception, which is why the deal for 

Apple was made. Outside of Marshon Lattimore, who is trying to bounce back from the 

dreaded ñsophomore slumpò that he appears to be in, the New Orleansô secondary has 

struggled to keep opposing passing offenses in check this season. 

  
The Saints rank No. 28 in the NFL in pass defense, giving up 293.7 yards per game, and have 

given up 13 TDôs against 2 INTôs through six games. Five of those passing touchdowns have 

covered 35 yards or more.  Ugh!!!! 
  
 


