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The Saints marched intoAtlat a and sacked the fAFort+#@&ss
overtime win. For the past 7 days the story around th&n wasare they really as good as we
think they are?Canthey repeat as dision champsfter losing to Tampa and struggling in a
tight game to a Cleveland TeanWill they be able to live up to ergptations?

Well, ho® 6bout dat
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Drewcal | ed Ryanédés 5 t ou ¢yardtouvshdsvn @amglete wath asspeird
move off Brian Poole) for a sensational touchdown that tied the game ktv@¥s a rare
moment forBrees, rarelya runner, but NEVER a spinner?!!
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The game started with Brees, Kamara and Thomas leading the Saints downfield on the
opening drive, and when Ted Ginn scored onyarl reception, the Saints lookeghdy to
have a good day on the road against their bitter rival.

But, that happened before the defense took the field. Through three games this year,

compl ementary football has evaded the fiBoy N
just can't playwell at the same time. In Week 1, the

Saints lost despite a great offensive performance. In Week 2, they barely won even though th
defense mostly played well, while holding the Browns to just 12 points through three quarters

of play.

This was a huge wifor the Saints to improve to-2 after three weeks in which they have had

serious struggles. The defensive issues don't seem to be going away, but the group made a K
stop to force the game i nto overti meanaitd V €
needed to win the game in overtime.

Brees was incredible in a game in which he broke Brett Favre's record for most career
completions. He finished 39 of 49 for 396 yards and three touchdowns, and he ran for a 7
yard touchdown that tied the gamélwl:15 remaining in regulation, using a spin move to
evade two Falcons defenders. He also scored the-ganmeng touchdown in overtime with
his patented leaping quarterback sneak.

ARAH 10 and ACandt Guard Mi k e-tooplidrteoomaffense;toon t i nh e c
Kamara had 15 catches for 124 yards as well as 16 carries for 66 yards. Thorfh@s had

catches for 129 yards and set an NFL record for the most catches for a player in the first threg
games of the season.

Breesc ert ai nl y diAtin Kamaralwas avearywletagcoueting for 190 yards on
his 30 touches, a workload the Saints would rather back off of.

fiCart GuardMiked Thomas continues his historic assault on the NFL rebookwith 10
receptions for 129 yards, none bigger than hisd8win conversion for §ards in overtime He

now holds the NFL record for the most catches through 3 games, 38, a title he stole from Julio
Jones of the Fatons.

DENNIS ALLEN -D:
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Defensively, 1 06m very exci t edhe#obtcaven hadlore dof t
the better games | remember thelaypg in recentmemoryT he Sai nts hel d t fe
to 48 yards rushing on 22 carries, and much of that was without support from the secondary.

The Linebacking Core played real good getting consistent pressure in the middle and finishing
the daywith 3 sacks and several more opportuniied disruptions.The Saints created 5

tackles for losses in the running game and players like A.J. Klein and Demario Davis made
several plays both in the run game and in coverage.



What the Saints struggled ¢, was keep the dedyall from hurting them.This is a reoccurring

i ssue with every Saints defense thatoés t akgd
ugly face again to end our season, | ast yejq
The seaon isstill youngand | believe if the front four continues to play the way it did today, the
Saints defense will be a strength by the end of the sed$mndefense, most importantly, got a

stop when they needed it mogt.J. Klein had a perfectly tinteblitz that forced Matt Ryan off

the mark on a 3rdnd 4 that forced the Falcons to punt and preserved the tie score they started
the drive with Atlantawould never get the ball back.
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ON A SIDE NOTE: Saints rookie defensive end Marcus Davenport recorded his first
real, full NFL sack, no matter what Cam Jordan has to say about it.

Oh, Jordan made his case after the game that he deserved partial credit for the second quartg
sack thaforced a Falcons punt.

"The Marcus/Cam Jordan sack?" Jordan asked in response to a question about Davenport's
play. "I mean, fine, you call it what you want to call it. | just feel like, whatever you want to
call it, we'll call it that." The replay cll it a Davenport sack, and an impressive one at that.

"When | saw him, | was like, 'Dan, he's close!™ Davenport said. "It was just instinct from
there."

Jordan recalled watching it unfold this way: "All | saw was paws as | was about to lay into
Matt Ryan, | saw these paws just grab him and | was like, 'Look at those little small hands
grab the hell out of Matt Ryan.™

Jordan got there a half a second later, then celebrated by repeatedly lifting {heu2eb
Davenport off the ground. He even, for a moment, appeared to be happy for the rookie.




The ABoyz N Black & Gol do spent al-Hwomst an
offense, and, in the end, they did not want to answer any more.

It was a leaping Drew Brees wlgave the Saints a hafdught win against their most bitter
rival when he jumped high with the ball extended toward the goal lingjaadltouchdown
run that made the Saints837 wi nner s i n overtime against

That was Brees' second twdown run of the game, which was sent into overtivhen
hecappedan 11play, 8tyard drive with his first touchdown run late in th8 @tr, tying the
game at 37.

Brees was magnificent on a day when his team needed it. In addition to turning back the cloc
with his athletic touchdowns late in the game, he completed 34 of 49 passes for 396 yards an
three scores through the amaking him the Fed Ex Player of the Week.
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The ADenbDbdbshAUDl bren carved to pieces all
made the crucial stand late. Brees' first touchdown run came with 1:15 to go in the game,
leaving plenty of time for the Febns to move into field goal position.

Defensively, the Saints had no answer for Falcons rookie wide receiver Calvin Ridley, who
torched the Saints secondary for 146 yards and three touchdowns on seven catches.

In a game that featured 941 yards, 80 points, 56 first downs and as many touchdowns as pun
(10 each), the Saints proved they are the healthier, melteounded and a betteoached
offensive juggernaut than their NFC South archrivals.

The Saints ran the ball better, rushed the passer and stopped the run more consistently and
made the game's only big play on special teams when they desperately ihegldeling a

punt to set up a shefield touchdown just when it appeared Atlanta was seizing control of the
game.




The nAAeri al Assaul to wrestled control of
regulation, when they took a knee to send the game to overtime, thie Sa@ssessed the ball
three times in the®Qt r . Those drives spanned 75, 81

Those final drives not only covered distance but ate up a large chunk of the gameTtieck.
two 4" Qtr drives required eight and eleven plays and contbtoeake nearly 10 minutes off
the clock.

After receiving the opening kick in overtime, New Orleans spent 14 plays boxing Atlanta into
a corner before Drew Brees delivered the knatkdow more than seven minutes after the
ABoyz N Black & Gol do t o oeyardtpourrdemvm sus ontha drivelst h
15Mplay!

The extended marches down the field impacted the game in a couple different ways.

First, the fact that the Saints were able to remain on the field for what amounted to 17 of the
game's final 21 minutes put the Falcons at an extreme disadvantage. Atlanta was already
shorthanded defensively thanks to a rash of injuries, and it was halotbyto get a breather

at a crucial time of the game.

Staying on the field that long was not easy for the Saints, either, especially for their offensive
line.

"That's a grind, especially when you get those numbers up in plays,” said LT, Terron
Armstead. It's a grind. You get tired down at the bottom, but we're fighting for it, fighting for
every yard trying to get a score and get the game over."

While the AAerial Assaulto was |l ocked in
it had the oppast e ef fect onDod hewliDemnwas Adbbleea t o
sidelines.l f, the ADirty Birdso had gotten thei
woul débve been ready to tear them apart.

"It's huge for us, because it keeps uglonsideline,” said linebacker A.J. Klein. "... Long

drives equal time off the clock, which gives us time to rest and more times than not, those
long drives add up to points. So time of possession, especially in a game like yesterday, was
huge for us."

Atlanta had been moving the ball almost at will against the Saints defense. But after the
AAer i al As s aul t-playp8iyard touchyewn kdrive that thok nedrly six
minutes off the game clock and tied the game with 1:15 remaining in regulatiested
ADenni ©o0Alclaene up with one of its biggest

TheFailcons'™ f i nal possession fi zzllecde owhiemt oK |
throwing an incomplete third down pass, preventing Atlanta from driving into range for a
game-winning field goal attempt.




Atlanta’'s Matt Ryan had his first career game with five scoring passes, including three to rookie
Calvin Ridley in the losing effort.

Ryan passed for 37yards, including 146 to Ridley, who became the first Falcons rookie with
three scoring catches.

Brees passed for 396 yards and 3 TD6s and
yards and ran for 66 yards.

In 84 combined pass attempts by Brees and Matt Ryan, Saints and Falcons defenders manag
to make thre pass breakips and never came close to an interception. It wasgfsr
quarters of the battling-thi n of fense and in this fight t
launching one strike after another, pounding the enemy with a barrage of completed passes,
both, short and long, from one receiver to another, while spreading the ball around.

Brees' biggest play before the gamigner may have been his improbablgard scoring run
with 1:15 remaining, forcing overtime. He ran to his left and then spun to avoid tackle attempts
by Brian Poole and Robert Alford.

Brees had an immaculate game, but one play stood out among the resiebleeaised a
perfectlytimed spin move to evade two defenders onyard rushing touchdown that tied the
game with 1:15 remaining in regulation.

"I keep telling my (sons') flag football team that spin moves are good and they're not getting
it, they're nd believing me," Brees said after the game. "So, I'm glad that happened because
now | have video evidence to show them that, hey, spin moves work. Spin moves are good."




Brees' second touchdown run,-gdrder, gave the Saints the victory at the end of-pla$,

80-yard drive in overtime. It was just as impressive as the spin move, but because Brees has
done the leaping quarterback sneak several times, he rarely gets the credit he deserves for t
athleticism requires to make such a play.

After the game, Bres was confused by a reporter's questions about the two rushing
touchdowns, which led to a funny exchange. When asked if that was the best rushing
touchdown he's ever had, Brees thought the reporter meant the leaping sneak and said, "Tha
was pretty highl don't know if I've ever had a game winner."

When the reporter said he meaneBs' spin mos, Breesjust smiled.

"I like that I'm getting touchdown runs confused," he sdh his passing effort, Brees was
39 of 49 for 396 ytanoess. Batweerhthe3unsfabdopasses, el scaned
touchdowns on the last four possessions.

DID YOU KNOW_THIS?: The Falcons put onalianteffort, as they have before, but

ul ti matel y wa334yard5 tddehdotvn gengebleniHosly the 2nd@)B in NFL

history with that stat line to come away with a lo3$ie other ifNew Orleans native, Eli

Manning. Both of them, lost to DreBrees.Wi t h El i 6s game; it pl ay
on Nov. 1, 2015 i nThaShootowiacl e game | <call ed
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BUT DID YOU KNOW THIS?: Coincidentally, the only other time Brees scored two
rushing touchdowns in a game was when he scored on the leaping sneak for the first time wit
the Saints on Oct. 25, 2009. That game against the Dolphins also featured a comeback from
the Saints as they scored 22 points in tH&4r to win 4634 on their way to the Big Gae.




With his defense reeling, Brees calmly and masterfully drove the Saints to touchdowns in
their finalfourp s sessi ons. Brees knew there was n
moving the ball at will, and he played almost perfect offensive football in the final 30
minutes.

"You know every time you play a guy like that, an elite guy like that, you'veéogo¢ your
absolute best because you know what he's going to be doing on the other side of the ball,”
Brees said.

As a diehard f an, think we all know who

The AAeul ab Assa again had to carry a bad
on Sunday, a problem that has been too common during the PBrgen Era.ln a 4337
overtime wn over thefiDirty Birdso there werelO lead changes, bltrew BreesAlvin

Kamara andiCant Guard Miked were determined to carry the Saints to a win.

The Saints didn't waste thosapressive performances, but the defense has to get better
quickly if the team wants to get back to the Big Game.

"The Saints are a CB away from being the most dangerousam in the NFL" - Primetime

l'tdés always hard to | ook back and see Wwhat
know, hat Ted Ginn Jr. had his heals on theya€d line waiting to field the punt.

Instead, DrevBreesand t he A Aer i al Assaulto took over
themselves with the momentum, after Craig

Fromthap oi nt on the AAeri al A dgmengaled 252 yardsaften e ar
that scoring a touchdown on every drive till the end of the gakb@mentum is a funny thing

and it often has effects that are hard to degou want to find aurning point in this game, look

no furtherthanr® c c ur r e n-GleasawR® | diyTchle!




Either he was watching or someone alerted him to

whathappened, but Steve Gleason made sure to remind
the Atlanta Falcons after Alex Okafor blocked a Matt
Bosher punt midway through the third quarter of the
Sai n t3% dvertdm win.

"Uhhh. Hey @AtlantaFalcons#NeverPunt,"” Gleason
A tweeted.

m It was Gleason Wwo famously blocked Michael Koenen's
punt in the Saints' first pos#iurricane Katrina game at
the Superdome, and while this one did not have the same
historic feeling, it did come at a big moment in this
Week 3 contest, giving New Orleans great field posiin a game it trailed 216 at the time.

Okafor was on the field because the Saints called a safe punt return.

"Our special teams coaches put me in the package and basically they told me | can-gb rush
don't have any responsibility but to rush oattpackage," Okafor said. "That's what | did. On
punt, you get linebackers and tight ends, I'm going to go rush against them."

"You've got to win," Okafor said. "I got to the block point and | saw the punter hadn't had it
out yet, so I'm right in his lap.could've blocked it with my knee."

The blocked kick was recovered by LB, Craig Robertson and returned to the Falcgasd 16
line. A few plays later, WR, Cameron Meredith
scored an 14yard geahead touchdown.

The Saints did not officially record a tuwer in
the game, but the flip in field position and
momentum was good enough to count as one in
Okafor's eyes.

"Somebody had to make a play,” Okafor said. "...
Why not me?"

Yes, why not him.




ABREAKI NG RECORDS, MAKES US LEGI TOo

Drew Brees has set the NFL reddor career completions with his-yarder to Michal Thomas
in the 29 Qtr of last Sundafs game The completion was the 6,301st of Brees' career, surpassing
the 6,300 thrown by Hall of Famer Brett Favre.

SﬂllE"I:lM!S I SET{MY[PHONETO ATLANTA

THE NEW LOGO OF THE ATLANTA FALCONS

SECOND HALF NOT INCLUDED
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The AAeri al Assaul té6so s-tppor Gresgundd At kaoWw a
in rushing heading into last Sunday's matchup with the Atlanta. So all week, Saints coaches
emphasized improving in that area.

The result was a seastingh
in rushing attempts, yards
and yards per carry.

The Saints rushed for 143

yards on 27 carries as they
picked up a 437 overtime

win against the
Birdso.
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Coach Payton said Monday
after looking at the game
film he saw a coupléings
the Saints did well.

"I thought that we got to the edge pretty well," he said. "I thought we won the battle of the
line of scrimmage. That was one of the things we talked about all week and one of the keys tq
victory."

The play up front allowed Saiis running back Alvin Kamara to post a seabayh 66 rushing
yards, which helped his team take the advantage in time of possession 37:45 to 29:20.

But it wasn't just Kamara who improved. Taysom Hill, who saw his first regadason
rushes, posted 39 y@s on three carries, including a crucial fidgiwn run late in the game.
The improved ground game helped the Saints have a more balanced offensive attack
following two games where the team relied heavily on passing.

The fAMast er P ksdoyevolve theoffensiveegametpliamfar QB, Taysom Hiis

read option run for 35 yards was a spark in the running game the Saints nEeelgéinished

the afternoon with 143 vyards,Asnedrwayy sl 0 Q hned@rieA
Assai | t 0 h a s itskeputatod and will sit aanong the league leaders, after this 534 yard
performance.




FAN-OF-THE-WEEK

Congratulations to Russ the Fanfor being our FAN-OF-THE-WEEK! This Who-
Dat was a DoublePrize Winner that almost had an @neurysmd do to his intense
fandom last Sunday! For his efforts, hed Ible consi dered f or
nomination later in the season.

fYouGe a REAL Who-Dat! 0 knew yotuocoul d

d




