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possession of first place in the NFC South!
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It was the first win at New York since 200

Wi | Lutz matched his car e-&)hbuiltailzy halftime ledd. Ldtz F G ¢
connected from 42, 34, 37 and 26 in the tnaif. Kamara stretched the lead to A Yith 9-yard

run that capped a nifday, 63yard drive on New Orleans opening possession of the second

half.

Alvin Kamara ran for tree secondh al f t ouchdowns ®Diodsteepi@bDe m
game to help in a 388- victory on Sunday.

Kamara broke the game open with scoring runs of 9, 4 and 49 yards-tbesgahl for New
Orleans' thirdstraight win and send New York to its third loss in four games. Kamara had 134 on
19 carries.

Thomas was held to four catches (onrftargets) for 47 yards Sunday (Sept. 30), a far cry
from his first three games when he snared 38 passes for 398 latrtise catches he hauled
in against the Giants came at crucial times and all of them moved the chalhen he had
the chance to makaays, hemade theny, Drew Brees said.

Entering he 4" Qtr, Thomas only had two catches and the Saints only had one touchdown
drive. Their second touchdown drive was made possible by a pair of critical catches by
Thomas.




Taysom Hill's role again during Sunday's win over the New York Giants.

After playing a careehigh five snaps lasveekagainst thdiDirty Birdso, the daeit-all third-
string quarterback played 15 snaps on Sunday, showcasing even more versatility as he thre
passes and made a reception for the first time in thE838in over the Giants.

"Just phys welike," CoachPayton said of Hill's increased use on offense. "Different type of
play designs and things that | think he does well."

Hill finished the game with four carries for 28 yards, highlighted by aya& run in the

second quarter. He was also 1 of 2 passing for 10 yards. The completion came en a first
guarter fake punt that he converted when he connected with cornerback and special teams ag
Justin Hardee, who played receiver in college. He also hadyatbkickoff return and one

catch for minus4 yards.

Hill also served as a blocker on some plays, which he did last week,rbatdins impressive
for someone whose primary position is qudrsak.

It wasn't a perfect game for Hill. On one of the zoaad plays with him at quarterback, he
clearly should"e handed it off tdiAK -410 instead of taking it himself. His incomplete pass
was slightly off target to Kamara, though Kamara shouldawgght it for a touchdown.

There was also the ugly play where he caught a screen pass from Drew Brees and was hit
immediately by Giants linebacker Alec Ogletrestill, what Hill has addedo thefAerial
Assauld the past few weeks has been important, especiatly the coaches searchinggdive
Kamara a breatdr until Mark Ingram returns




After losing the seasorpener at The Dome, then almost losing a game to a Cleveland team (alsg
at The Dome) | truly believed that the gamg
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2 record) only to see the Saints come away with another win, especially after being held to four
field goals on the firstfourpes s si ons, it i s a testament to
have what it taketo get back to the Big Game.

Now, the Saints sit at-B atop the NFC Souténd would be quick to tell you, they have not
played their best football yet.uckily, reinforcements are on the way.

The fADenbDoscd@dainéeinnt o t mtheNFlaagansttha niriAe¢edm tbat h

can run the ball and stop the run will travel well into tough environments as this season marcheg
on. That bodes well for a team with aspirations to go far this seds@becoming clear that

the Saints have addredsheir issues from last seasddemario Davis continues to flash with
several big playsHis two sacks vs. the Giants both caméig moments andiyeler Davison

added a sack/fumble to seal the victory!

A quarter of the way through the 2018 Seaso t he A Boyz N Bl ack

close to playing their best football and continue to say that, despite the fact that they will ente
the month of October with the secehdst record in the NFC and alone in first place in the

NFC South Division.

It wasn't the prettiest or mbdominant performance. During the first hatfwas difficult to
watch. The Saints converted just five of b&d downs They committed untimely penalties
and allowed Eli Manning to complete 31 of gasses for 255 yards and a touchdown.




And yet they still managed to control both lines of scrimmage and finish with another great
performance in the"Qtr of a game.

"l thought we played one of our better complementary games," Coach Payton said.alt was
good team win."

These Saints are far from dominant. Not a single aspect of their play is particularly consistent
right now other than Drew Brees' passing and the highlighte | Opl aymdkongo
and ACandt Guard Mi ked Thomas.

They don't rush the gaer or ceer opposingeceiverswell, just in good momentand their
rushing attack comes and gpssice thdipowerrusheb has been ouiThey commit a lot of
penalties and can often make mediocre/career-bpakpposing quarterbacks look like future
Hall of Famers. [See Week 1 and Week 2 gaowdge for examples]

They won an offensive shootout in Atlanta on the strength of Brees' brilliance. On Sunday,
they leaned on a stout defense and powerful ground game to dismantle the Giants. It was the
second time in three weeks that they had held aomgqut to 18 points.

"l think there's a lot of room for improvement,” Brees said. "l feel like we are getting better
each week, and that's what's most important to me."

One area that definitely
improved Sunday was the
pass defense. #dr a week
of selfinspection, the
Saints just might have
found a solution to their
: : defensive ills. By
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defense for much of the
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A A 1 Saints effectively
eliminated the big plays
that killed them in the first
three weeks of the season.
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Through the first three quarters the Saints didn't allow a gain of more than 11 yards

After their disappointing loss to the Bucs in the season opener, they have won three
consecutive games by increasingly larger margins. They arefe healthiest teams in the
league and are gaining confidence with each vidast year the Saints reeled off eight
consecutive wins after an®start, and this team feels capable of launching a similar run if it
can just eliminate the explosive pkgn defense and force a few more turnovers.




DID YOU KNOW ?: In the past two years, they have won all three games in which Brees
has failed to throw a touchdown pass. In the previousehtsyof the BreeRayton Era, they

were only 311 in such games.

BUT DID YOU KNOW THIS?: In road wins against the Falcons and Giants, the
Saints scored eight touchdowns and kicked seven field goals in 23 offensive possessions.
They punted only six ti@s. The other two series were emfdgame kneetlowns. Offensive
football doesn't get much better than that.




NBREAKI NG RECORDS, MAKES US LEGI To

The anti ciopatoe b et smeceant Brees and Manni ng

In a game when Drew Brees didn't throw atouchdowhalNFL | eadi ng r ecei
Mi keo Thomas was | i mited t oGofloduwr weoant cwh et sh,
weapons, likedlvin Kamara and a defense that didn't live up to its muetigned status.

Brees, who came intine game needing 418 yards passing to break Peyton Manning's NFL
career mark, finished 18 of 32 for 217 yards. Manning was 31 of 41 for 255 yards as the Giants
(2-3) finished with just 299 total yard$d4eaning, Brees will now have the opportunity to lirea
the most coveted of alll guarterback recor dsg
Redskins at The Dome on MNF next week and Brees will only need 201 pgasiisgo make

it happen!
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Once again, t hreo Aukaesd elracPkd lapy copddret er back Ta
He completed a 1§ard pass on a fake punt on New Orleans' second possession. It set up Lutz's
first field goal. He also threw an incompletion on a red zone pass, had four runs for 28 yards, an
returned a kickoff for 16 yards. Coming into the game, he had not thrown a pass and had three
rushes for 39 yards.

't was the
Allen-Do0 wor Ki
handin-hand with
the nAeri al
As s addveno
having the
offense’'s back as it
failed to turn red
zone opportunities
into touchdowns
early, when the
Giants defense held
the Saints to 4
FG6s on fou
' consecutive drives
into the redzone- to give New Orleans its most complete game of the season.
"l thought we played one of our better complementary games,” said Coach Payton. "Time of
possessionturnovers,and allthose things kind of went in our favor, and when you do that,
you are probably going to win more than you lose."

The Saints picked up atieer fumble on the Giants' last drive, when Tyler Davison stripped

Eli Manning on a sack and rookie Taylor Stallworth jumped on it to-tbeedieal.

When you add in the fake punt the Saints successfully executed, with Taysom Hill finding
Justin Hardee toanvert a fourth down and keep a drive alive that eventually resulted in a

field goal, the Saints feel they took three possessions from the Giants.

"It was significant,” Coach Payton said. "Those are points of emphasis and they are game
changers. You geltl or 12 possessions a game, and then all of the sudden you get (two) of
theirs ... and then you get a fake punt. That's three possessions more that you had than norm
Those are big plays.it is probably fair to say the Saints needed a performancéhikene,
especially on the defensive side of the ball. That unit had been the target of a healthy amount
of criticism after allowing more than 100 points in the first three weeks of the season.




¢ ‘ , r -

FAN-OF-THE-WEEK

Congratulations to Boyd the Fan for being our FAN-OF-THE-WEEK! Due to his
intensefandom; when the Saints could@ get the offense going in the first half and

it looked like it would be another close gamehe took his jersey off and wore it
inside-out for the 3 straight week to help reversethe-mojo and it worked, again!
For his efforts, heéd Ible consi dered for our cl ubos
season.
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STANDINGS:
New Orleans
Carolina
Tampa Bay
Atlanta




The Saints are-3, and | should feel elated about the
33-18 dismantling of the New York Giants. Listening
to all of the podcasts, reading all the predictions, and
reading everything in the preseason, we expected the
Saints to be 34 atthis point.

How we got herewasnot theway thatwe expectedt
to go. We completelyscrewedup againstTampaBay,
almostcompletelyscrewedup againstClevelandand
barelysurvivedin Atlantawho hasbeenriddledwith
theinjury bugwe hada coupleof seasorago. But we
handledbusinessn New York.
N~
ﬁg@;ﬁ Let me sharewith you my thoughtsonthe Giants. |
o kind of feel badfor the Giants. Theyareateam

loadedwith talent,yet thattalentconsistently
underperforms.SinceshowingGrandpaCoughlinthe
door,theyappeato be oneof the mostdysfunctional

' organizationg canthink of in theNFL. Fromwhatl|

- couldtell watchingthegameEliMa n n i eye3 6 s
makehim look like h e deadontheinside.

The Saintsplayedtheir most
completegameof the season
againsthe Giants.Theycameout
of thegatenot hitting on alll
cylinders,atleastfrom what|
heard.l ¢ o u | whtchihefirst
guarterbecaus®f the especially
stupidNFL broadcastulesand
CBSshowingColts/Texans
overtimeinsteadof the
Sains/Giants.

The Saintsneededhis game plain

andsimple.Theirtwo wins were

lessthanconvincing.Thewin

againsthe Giantswasa goodwin. However,my poorfanheartd o e «nowwhatto think. |
wantto believethatthe Saintsareimproving, gainingmomentumandpositioningthemselveso
fight for playoff seeding.Thefact of the matteris thatl remainskeptical. Our defensescares
me.l justc a rhd@pit. ThevariousSaintsnewsoutletsl listento havecalledon usto remember
thedrasticturn aroundthe defensemadelastseason.Theyremindedusthatthefirst two weeks
werehorrible,butthenthe defensebecamenimportantpartof the2017t e a ientdy.
Perhapshisis why | still startthemon my fantasyteam.Themessagevasii b patiert, things
will comet o g e tMaygbet. hoe yightr The offense while notlighting up anythingin the
passinggame still hadsomeclutchdrivesincludinga sevenanda half minutedrive in the 4th




guarter. After the Giantsscoredandwe hada onescoregameon our hands(andTed Ginn, Jr
hada massivanistake) BreesandKamaracalmly led theteam97 yardsto getusthegame
clinchingtouchdown.

| wantto pointthetwo forcedfumbles,sackson Eli, andholding OBJto negativeyardagean the

first half, butmy heartjustw o nlét the be superexcitedaboutit. | amexcitedthatwe won, yes,

andl amexcitedto seethe noticeablamprovementsn theway the defenseplayed.l amexcited
thatTaysomHill (whom| 6 seen/heardeferredto by SaintsfandomasfiMormonH e r c ui$d e s 0
aweaponin theoffense thatwe getMark Ingramback,andl amexcitedthatDrew Breesis

poisedto againmakeNFL historyonin primetime,beingjust 201 yardsfrom awayfrom owning

theN F L dlldime passingecord(ln caseyoud i dreadmy articlelastweek,| havea
completemancrushon Drew Brees).

However,| 6 beento this partybefore,andl 06 darcedhis dancewith the Saintsbefore,both
in the SeanPaytoneraandbeforethe SeanPaytonera(which wasadmittedlymodly sadness)|
look atthe droppedtouchdowndy Kamara Watson,andarguablySmith,thebig plays
surrenderedh thesecondhalf (yes,we werein a preventdefensesol know the statlinesare
slightly skewed)BrandonT a t rauffesi puntthathewasable to recoverandthe bumbling
idiocy of TedGinn Jr.onthatlastkickoff, andl ¢ a nebntyselfgoall in onthe2018Saintsyet.

Maybel 6 matbeingfair to thisteam.Theyaretheonly NFC teamamong(whatwe think) is a
stackedconferenceo havetwo roadwins. Theyare3-1, andneitherMinnesotanor Philly is 3-1.
Thisis aclassiccasewheremy heartwantsmeto jump all in onthe 2018Saintsbut my brainis
telling meto becautiousandwadein slowly. Theteamplayedwith aconfidenceodaythat|

h a v eeaeid@tall thisyear,evenwhenBreesandtheoffensew e r dighting up thescoreboard
in their usualfashion.

| canseenextw e e Kgainegoingonly oneof two ways: Mark Ingramcomesback,andwe
annihilatethe Redskinson MondayNight Football,Drew Breescementsis legacyasthe
greatesjuarterbackn NFL history(in my opinion),andDennisAllen andthe defensdinally
startdoingthethingsthatmadeusall

wantto buy Lattimorejerseydastyear.

We wind up winning by someridiculous

numberike 62-21 ( | datceit,ourD is

alwaysgoodfor around20 pointsper

game),or we dealwith being

embarrasseth the Superdomen

MondayNight Footballandcontinue

with the consistentlyinconsistenSaints

w e 0all eometo expectafterthree7-9

campaigngollowedbylasty e ar 0 s

amazingtiurnaround.

Thelongandtheshortof it isthatl d o rki@ow whatto makeof the2018Saintsyet. But after
watchingthemconvincinglywin ontheroadin New York, | haveto atleastconsiderthatthe
2018Saintsarefor real,andthatmakesmereally excitedaboutnextMondaynight.




