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The Saints bashed ñEli & the G-Menò on the road to improve to 3-1 on the year and take sole 

possession of first place in the NFC South! 

 
While the ñAerial Assaultò wasn't their usual, efficient machine, the ñDennis Allen-Dò gave its 

best performance of the season in a much needed ñdo-overò after the first three games. 
It was the first win at New York since 2006 for the ñBoyz N Black & Goldò. 

 
Wil Lutz matched his career high with 4 FGôs as the Saints (3-1) built a 12-7 halftime lead. Lutz 

connected from 42, 34, 37 and 26 in the first half. Kamara stretched the lead to 19-7 with 9-yard 

run that capped a nine-play, 69-yard drive on New Orleans opening possession of the second 

half.  

 

Alvin Kamara ran for three second-half touchdowns and the ñDennis Allen-Dò stepped up their 

game to help in a 33-18- victory on Sunday. 

 

 
 
Kamara broke the game open with scoring runs of 9, 4 and 49 yards to seal-the-deal for New 

Orleans' third straight win and send New York to its third loss in four games. Kamara had 134 on 

19 carries.  

 
Thomas was held to four catches (on four targets) for 47 yards Sunday (Sept. 30), a far cry 

from his first three games when he snared 38 passes for 398 yards, but the catches he hauled 

in against the Giants came at crucial times and all of them moved the chains.  "When he had 

the chance to make plays, he made them," Drew Brees said. 

Entering the 4
th
 Qtr, Thomas only had two catches and the Saints only had one touchdown 

drive. Their second touchdown drive was made possible by a pair of critical catches by 

Thomas. 



 

 Taysom Hill's role again during Sunday's win over the New York Giants. 

After playing a career-high five snaps last week against the ñDirty Birdsò, the do-it-all third-

string quarterback played 15 snaps on Sunday, showcasing even more versatility as he threw 

passes and made a reception for the first time in the 33-18 win over the Giants. 

"Just plays we like," Coach Payton said of Hill's increased use on offense. "Different type of 

play designs and things that I think he does well." 

Hill finished the game with four carries for 28 yards, highlighted by a 19-yard run in the 

second quarter. He was also 1 of 2 passing for 10 yards. The completion came on a first-

quarter fake punt that he converted when he connected with cornerback and special teams ace 

Justin Hardee, who played receiver in college. He also had a 16-yard kickoff return and one 

catch for minus-4 yards. 

Hill also served as a blocker on some plays, which he did last week, but it remains impressive 

for someone whose primary position is quarterback. 

It wasn't a perfect game for Hill. On one of the zone-read plays with him at quarterback, he 

clearly should've handed it off to ñAK-41ò instead of taking it himself. His incomplete pass 

was slightly off target to Kamara, though Kamara should've caught it for a touchdown. 

There was also the ugly play where he caught a screen pass from Drew Brees and was hit 

immediately by Giants linebacker Alec Ogletree.  Still, what Hill has added to the ñAerial 

Assaultò the past few weeks has been important, especially with the coaches searching to give 

Kamara a breather until Mark Ingram returns. 



After losing the season opener at The Dome, then almost losing a game to a Cleveland team (also 

at The Dome) I truly believed that the game against the ñDirty Birdsò (on the road) would define 

our season as the outcome would determine if weôd have a 1-2 start or a 2-1 start, and in doing 

so, with the victory at the ñFortress of Feathersò (a divisional game) helped this team prepare 

ómentallyô for traveling on the road, to play at a location where the Saints had not won a game 

since 2006, while wearing the horrible ñcolor rush-toilet flushò uniforms (which came with an 0-

2 record) only to see the Saints come away with another win, especially after being held to four 

field goals on the first four possessions, it is a testament to this yearôs squad in showing that they 

have what it takes to get back to the Big Game.  

 

Now, the Saints sit at 3-1 atop the NFC South and would be quick to tell you, they have not 

played their best football yet.  Luckily, reinforcements are on the way.   

 
The ñDennis Allen-Dò came into the game ranked 6th in the NFL against the run.  A team that 

can run the ball and stop the run will travel well into tough environments as this season marches 

on.  That bodes well for a team with aspirations to go far this season.  It is becoming clear that 

the Saints have addressed their issues from last season.  Demario Davis continues to flash with 

several big plays.  His two sacks vs. the Giants both came in big moments and Tyeler Davison 

added a sack/fumble to seal the victory!    
  
A quarter of the way through the 2018 Season, the ñBoyz N Black & Goldò haven't come 

close to playing their best football and continue to say that, despite the fact that they will enter 

the month of October with the second-best record in the NFC and alone in first place in the 

NFC South Division. 

It wasn't the prettiest or most dominant performance. During the first half, it was difficult to 

watch. The Saints converted just five of 13 third downs. They committed untimely penalties 

and allowed Eli Manning to complete 31 of 41 passes for 255 yards and a touchdown. 



And yet they still managed to control both lines of scrimmage and finish with another great 

performance in the 4
th
 Qtr of a game. 

"I thought we played one of our better complementary games," Coach Payton said. "It was a 

good team win." 

These Saints are far from dominant. Not a single aspect of their play is particularly consistent 

right now other than Drew Brees' passing and the highlight-reel óplaymakingô by ñAK-41ò 

and ñCanôt Guard Mikeò Thomas. 

They don't rush the passer or cover opposing receivers, well, just in good moments and their 

rushing attack comes and goes, since the ñpower-rusherò has been out. They commit a lot of 

penalties and can often make mediocre/career back-up opposing quarterbacks look like future 

Hall of Famers. [See Week 1 and Week 2 game footage for examples] 

They won an offensive shootout in Atlanta on the strength of Brees' brilliance. On Sunday, 

they leaned on a stout defense and powerful ground game to dismantle the Giants. It was the 

second time in three weeks that they had held an opponent to 18 points. 

"I think there's a lot of room for improvement," Brees said. "I feel like we are getting better 

each week, and that's what's most important to me." 

                                                                                                                                      
One area that definitely 

improved Sunday was the 

pass defense. After a week 

of self-inspection, the 

Saints just might have 

found a solution to their 

defensive ills. By 

employing a soft zone 

defense for much of the 

game against the Giants, the 

Saints effectively 

eliminated the big plays 

that killed them in the first 

three weeks of the season.  

Through the first three quarters the Saints didn't allow a gain of more than 11 yards! 

After their disappointing loss to the Bucs in the season opener, they have won three 

consecutive games by increasingly larger margins. They are one of the healthiest teams in the 

league and are gaining confidence with each win.  Last year the Saints reeled off eight 

consecutive wins after an 0-2 start, and this team feels capable of launching a similar run if it 

can just eliminate the explosive plays on defense and force a few more turnovers. 



DID YOU  KNOW ?:  In the past two years, they have won all three games in which Brees 

has failed to throw a touchdown pass. In the previous 11 years of the Brees-Payton Era, they 

were only 3-11 in such games. 

 
 

BUT DID YOU KNOW  THIS?:  In road wins against the Falcons and Giants, the 

Saints scored eight touchdowns and kicked seven field goals in 23 offensive possessions. 

They punted only six times. The other two series were end-of-game kneel-downs. Offensive 

football doesn't get much better than that. 

 



ñBREAKING RECORDS, MAKES US LEGITò 

 

 
 
The anticipated ñshoot-outò between Brees and Manning never materialized.  

 

In a game when Drew Brees didn't throw a touchdown and NFL leading receiver ñCanôt Guard 

Mikeò Thomas was limited to four catches, the ñBoyz N Black & Goldò won with other 

weapons, like Alvin Kamara and a defense that didn't live up to its much-maligned status. 

 
Brees, who came into the game needing 418 yards passing to break Peyton Manning's NFL 

career mark, finished 18 of 32 for 217 yards. Manning was 31 of 41 for 255 yards as the Giants 

(1-3) finished with just 299 total yards.  Meaning, Brees will now have the opportunity to break 

the most coveted of all quarterback records, when the ñAerial Assaultò takes on the Washington 

Redskins at The Dome on MNF next week and Brees will only need 201 passing-yards to make 

it happen! 
  

 
 

 



 

 

Once again, the ñMaster Playcallerò used backup quarterback Taysom Hill in a number of roles. 

He completed a 10-yard pass on a fake punt on New Orleans' second possession. It set up Lutz's 

first field goal. He also threw an incompletion on a red zone pass, had four runs for 28 yards, and 

returned a kickoff for 16 yards. Coming into the game, he had not thrown a pass and had three 

rushes for 39 yards. 

 
It was the ñDennis 

Allen-Dò working 

hand-in-hand with 

the ñAerial 

Assaultò -- even 

having the 

offense's back as it 

failed to turn red-

zone opportunities 

into touchdowns 

early, when the 

Giants defense held 

the Saints to 4 

FGôs on four 

consecutive drives 

into the redzone -- to give New Orleans its most complete game of the season. 
"I thought we played one of our better complementary games," said Coach Payton. "Time of 

possession, turnovers, and all those things kind of went in our favor, and when you do that, 

you are probably going to win more than you lose." 
  
The Saints picked up another fumble on the Giants' last drive, when Tyler Davison stripped 

Eli Manning on a sack and rookie Taylor Stallworth jumped on it to seal-the-deal. 
When you add in the fake punt the Saints successfully executed, with Taysom Hill finding 

Justin Hardee to convert a fourth down and keep a drive alive that eventually resulted in a 

field goal, the Saints feel they took three possessions from the Giants. 
  
"It was significant," Coach Payton said. "Those are points of emphasis and they are game-

changers. You get 11 or 12 possessions a game, and then all of the sudden you get (two) of 

theirs ... and then you get a fake punt. That's three possessions more that you had than normal. 

Those are big plays."  It is probably fair to say the Saints needed a performance like this one, 

especially on the defensive side of the ball. That unit had been the target of a healthy amount 

of criticism after allowing more than 100 points in the first three weeks of the season. 



 
FAN-OF-THE-WEEK 

 

Congratulations to Boyd the Fan for being our FAN-OF-THE-WEEK!!   Due to his 

intense-fandom; when the Saints couldnôt get the offense going in the first half and 

it looked like it would be another close game he took his jersey off and wore it 

inside-out for the 3
rd

 straight week to help reverse-the-mojo and it worked, again!  

For his efforts, heôll be considered for our clubôs FOTS nomination later in the 

season.                                

  

                                                                                               
             ñYouôre a REAL Who-Dat!ò                                ñI knew you could do it!ò  



 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     

STANDINGS: W L 

New Orleans 3 1 

Carolina 2 1 

Tampa Bay 2 2 

Atlanta 1 3 



The Saints are 3-1, and I should feel elated about the 

33-18 dismantling of the New York Giants.  Listening 

to all of the podcasts, reading all the predictions, and 

reading everything in the preseason, we expected the 

Saints to be 3-1 at this point.  

 

How we got here was not the way that we expected it 

to go. We completely screwed up against Tampa Bay, 

almost completely screwed up against Cleveland, and 

barely survived in Atlanta who has been riddled with 

the injury bug we had a couple of season ago.  But we 

handled business in New York.   

 

Let me share with you my thoughts on the Giants.  I 

kind of feel bad for the Giants.  They are a team 

loaded with talent, yet that talent consistently 

underperforms.  Since showing Grandpa Coughlin the 

door, they appear to be one of the most dysfunctional 

organizations I can think of in the NFL. From what I 

could tell watching the game, Eli Manningôs eyes 

make him look like heôs dead on the inside.  

 

 

  

The Saints played their most 

complete game of the season 

against the Giants. They came out 

of the gate not hitting on all 

cylinders, at least from what I 

heard. I couldnôt watch the first 

quarter because of the especially 

stupid NFL broadcast rules and 

CBS showing Colts/Texans 

overtime instead of the 

Saints/Giants. 

 

The Saints needed this game, plain 

and simple. Their two wins were 

less than convincing. The win 

against the Giants was a good win. However, my poor fan heart doesnôt know what to think.  I 

want to believe that the Saints are improving, gaining momentum, and positioning themselves to 

fight for playoff seeding.  The fact of the matter is that I remain skeptical.  Our defense scares 

me. I just canôt help it. The various Saints news outlets I listen to have called on us to remember 

the drastic turn around the defense made last season.  They reminded us that the first two weeks 

were horrible, but then the defense became an important part of the 2017 teamôs identity.  

Perhaps this is why I still start them on my fantasy team. The message was ñbe patient, things 

will  come together.ò  Maybe theyôre right. The offense, while not lighting up anything in the 

passing game, still had some clutch drives including a seven and a half minute drive in the 4th 



quarter.  After the Giants scored and we had a one score game on our hands (and Ted Ginn, Jr 

had a massive mistake), Brees and Kamara calmly led the team 97 yards to get us the game 

clinching touchdown.   

 

I want to point the two forced fumbles, sacks on Eli, and holding OBJ to negative yardage in the 

first half, but my heart just wonôt let me be super excited about it. I am excited that we won, yes, 

and I am excited to see the noticeable improvements in the way the defense played. I am excited 

that Taysom Hill  (whom Iôve seen/heard referred to by Saints fandom as ñMormon Herculesò) is 

a weapon in the offense, that we get Mark Ingram back, and I am excited that Drew Brees is 

poised to again make NFL history on in primetime, being just 201 yards from away from owning 

the NFLôs all-time passing record (In case you didnôt read my article last week, I have a 

complete man-crush on Drew Brees).  

 

However, Iôve been to this party before, and Iôve danced this dance with the Saints before, both 

in the Sean Payton era and before the Sean Payton era (which was admittedly mostly sadness).  I 

look at the dropped touchdowns by Kamara, Watson, and arguably Smith, the big plays 

surrendered in the second half (yes, we were in a prevent defense, so I know the stat lines are 

slightly skewed), Brandon Tateôs muffed punt that he was able to recover, and the bumbling 

idiocy of Ted Ginn Jr. on that last kickoff, and I canôt let myself go all in on the 2018 Saints yet.  

 

Maybe Iôm not being fair to this team. They are the only NFC team among (what we think) is a 

stacked conference to have two road wins. They are 3-1, and neither Minnesota nor Philly is 3-1.  

This is a classic case where my heart wants me to jump all in on the 2018 Saints but my brain is 

telling me to be cautious and wade in slowly.   The team played with a confidence today that I 

havenôt seen at all this year, even when Brees and the offense werenôt lighting up the scoreboard 

in their usual fashion. 

 

I can see next weekôs game going only one of two ways:  Mark Ingram comes back, and we 

annihilate the Redskins on Monday Night Football, Drew Brees cements his legacy as the 

greatest quarterback in NFL history (in my opinion), and Dennis Allen and the defense finally 

start doing the things that made us all 

want to buy Lattimore jerseys last year.  

We wind up winning by some ridiculous 

number, like 62-21 (letôs face it, our D is 

always good for around 20 points per 

game), or we deal with being 

embarrassed in the Superdome on 

Monday Night Football and continue 

with the consistently inconsistent Saints 

weôve all come to expect after three 7-9 

campaigns followed by last yearôs 

amazing turnaround. 

 

The long and the short of it is that I donôt know what to make of the 2018 Saints yet. But after 

watching them convincingly win on the road in New York, I have to at least consider that the 

2018 Saints are for real, and that makes me really excited about next Monday night. 

 


