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Eight out of the last Nine Super Bowl winners dating back to the Saints in Super Bowl XLIV 

were eliminated in the playoffs the following year before in the divisional round or later.  

 

The Panthers said it after 2015. The Falcons said it after 2016. And while the Saints didnôt lose a 

Super Bowl like their division rivals, they still believe theyôll be right back in the thick of things 

this season.  And I believe. 

 

After the Week 11 óCrescent City Comebackô in 2017 it was clear to me that the ñResurrection 

of the Super Saintsò is what we were all seeing and with Brees still able to carve up a defense 

like the days of old, why would you believe anything else after their 10-Game winning streak in 

2018? 

 STAND STRONG 
After solidifying his commitment to Who-Dat Nation we knew that Coach 

Payton intended on building a long-lasting DYNASTY like the ones that 

dominated in decades-past, like the Packers of the 60ôs, the Steelers of the 

70ôs, the 49ers of the 80ôs and the Patriots of the current period.  And after 

coming away with probably the best draft since the 2006 picks, along with 

all of the improvements on Defense, as well as, solidifying the O-Line to 

protect Drew Brees and acquiring ANOTHER Sproles-like weapon in 

Kamara for the ñAerial Assaultò arsenal, one thingôs for sureéthe rebuild 

is done and Sean had the cure. 
Of course, all of the attention fell on the ñNOLA No-Callò during the off-season, however, since 

the órebuildô these Buyz N Black & Gold have won back-to-back NFC South crowns, which had 

never happened before in the history of the Franchise.  

 



Now, Defensive Coordinator Dennis Allen after his third full season with a new staff; is on the 

way to brining back a defense like the 2009 Super Saints and making opposing offensesô dread 

having to play in a place I call ñTHUNDERDOMEò.     

 

In 2017 after the Week 2 loss to the ñBrady Bunchò the 2017 Saints went on an 8-Game winning 

streak and a lot of it was due to the turnaround exhibited on the defensive side of the ball.  

Last year, after a Week 1 loss to ñFitz-Magicò and the Bucs, the Boyz N Black & Gold went on a 

10-Game winning streak to clinch the division and it was also the second longest win streak in 

Franchise history.   

A victory at The Dome on Opening Day for an even longer streak sounds good to meé. 

   



2019 DRAFT CLASS: 

 

 
 

This yearôs draft class was another good one as picks were made to strengthen the O-Line and 

add depth to the Secondary.  Thatôs more great work from Jeff Ireland & Co.. 

 

 
 

 

 

 



FREE AGENCY:  

 
The roster contains several surprising moves, but our experts like what New Orleans has.  Hereôs 

what WWL Radioôs resident pros Bobby Hebert, Deuce McAllister and Zach Strief think about 

the roster: 
  
Bobby Hebert:  I was surprised they cut Butler.  I thought that he did enough to make the final 

roster, but then again itôs Week 1 and you donôt know what they are thinking along the defensive 

line, because Sheldon Rankins and David Onyemata are out for this game.  So, that factor made 

them get creative with some roster spots.  As always the bottom four or five players will change 

on this roster week-to-week.  
  
Deuce McAllister:  The Saints overall look a lot like the Saints of last year ð with a few tweaks 

here and there.  On offense the bulk of the load will be carried by the Big 3 (Alvin Kamara, 

Michael Thomas, Jared Cook).  Who else can contribute consistently will be the question.  

Expect more tweaks over the next few weeks.  Defensively...about what you expected outside of 

(safety Chris) Banjo, who was more special teams than defense, but with the additions of some 

of the young guys, it became a numbers game.  Health will determine what other moves are 

made on this side of the ball 
  
Zach Stief:  The decision to cut (RB Devine) Ozigbo, while not necessarily a surprise, I found 

interesting.  I think Ozigbo has great upside, though itôs hard to compare it to Washington.  They 

are very different players.  I think there are two things in action here:  1. They see Dwayne 

Washington as one of their top special teams players.  2. The desire to have someone ready to go 

now, over valued the desire to develop something later.  

 

I know there was a surprise with the (offensive lineman Ethan) Greenidge pick and it surprised 

me too.  Not because there isnôt talent thereébecause there is.  He just wasnôt very available 

through camp.  He was going to be a surefire practice squad guy.   

 

I think he played well enough in the last preseason game to turn heads around the league.  After 

playing mostly guard in practice, he lined up at left tackle and had an outstanding game.  I donôt 

think the team felt as though they could get him through to the practice squad.   

 

Young players with the ability to play tackle are not easy to come by.  As far as surprise of 

Crawley making the teamé if you are truly surprised, you didnôt watch the tape.  Ken is one of 

those players that people form an opinion about and never let go.   

 

He gave up a QB rating of 69.27 in the preseason (2nd best among Saints corners).   

 

This might be the deepest position on the team.  If, and it is an if, they play to their potential, this 

backfield could be very good.  Expect a decent amount of roster shifting over the next couple 

weeks.  I could see a couple different players move up and down.   

 

Crawley, Omameh, Greenidge, Carr, Edwards Jr, Horton are all players that could be shuffled in 

the coming weeks. 
  
 



PRACTICE SQUAD (MAIN -ROSTER CUTS): 
 

The New Orleans Saints have added the NFL allotted 10 players to their practice squad. Most of 

the players were initially cut from the team yesterday, but there are a few new names still in the 

building. 

 
WR Emmanuel Butler 
WR LilôJordan Humphrey 
WR/RB Taquan Mizzell 
TE Dan Arnold 
TE Alizeô Mack 
OL John Leglue 
OL Derrick Kelly 
DB TJ Green 
DB Terrell Williams 
DE Mitchell Loewen 
 

 

  
The Saints season opener is tomorrow and the status of linebacker Alex Anazlone and Craig 

Robertson are a big question mark since both got injured in the preseason. Anzalone left the 

opener against the Vikings and has not practiced since, while Roberston has been out since he 

left the field in the 2nd preseason contest against the Chargers.  ñWe feel like Alex is going to be 

healthy for the start of the season,ò said Coach Sean Payton on his Monday morning 

teleconference with the media. ñCraig will be someone weôll discuss day-to-day to see where he 

is at. ñ 
  
Anzalone is entering his 3rd season in New Orleans. He tallied 59 total tackles a year ago with 3 

forced fumbles, 2 sacks, 3 tackles for loss and 6 hits on the quarterback.  He appeared in just 4 

games during his rookie season after getting hurt and saw his draft stock dip due to injuries at 

Florida. 

 

INJURED RESERVE  
LB Will Compton  
LB Josh Martin  
LB Colton Jumper  
CB / RS Marcus Sherels 
C Cameron Tom  
T / G Marshall Newhouse 

 



Coach Payton said during his Monday conference call: 

 
ñI think in these first two or three weeks of the season, thereôs generally a little bit more activity 

with each teamôs roster,ò Payton said. ñItôs not to say that weôre expecting more or less. Itôs a 

work in progress to start.ò 
  
ñThere were a lot of difficult decisions in regards to this yearôs initial 53, some really difficult 

players that we had to make a decision on.ò  One of the roster moves involved popular backup 

safety Chris Banjo, a special team standout for the Saints the previous two seasons.  Banjo had 

his 6-year contract terminated last weekend, but Coach Payton said that the relationship between 

franchise and player possibly could resume at some point.  ñHeôs such a valuable part of what 

weôve been,ò Payton said. ñHe epitomizes what weôre looking for. And I would also add that that 

doorôs not shut. 
  
ñWhen I talk about the roster and we talk about some of changes that can be made throughout the 

early part of the season, heôs someone that has got all the right things that go into winning games 

and being a great teammate and being a leader. That was definitely one of the most difficult 

decisions and yet, we stay in touch here and see how that goes.ò 

 

 
  
TIGHT END TAYSOM: At present, the Saints are set to enter the regular season with two tight 

ends on the 53-man roster. Or, at least, two tight ends, Jared Cook a marquee free agent signee, 

and Josh Hill a steady veteran, are the two players listed at the position. But Payton said that for 

all intents and purposes, New Orleans has three tight ends. 

 
Yep, backup quarterback, Taysom Hill can fill that role, too.  ñI think what gets lost in the 

shuffle sometimes is the role that Taysom Hill played a year ago and this year,ò Payton said. ñA 

year ago, we might have called him a receiver, (but) I think he fit more of that role. Certainly, 

heôs at the quarterback position getting reps, but itôs not a set-in-stone spot right now relative to 

where weôre at. We feel confident in the two weôve kept and also Taysomôs ability to play in that 

position.ò 
 



POWER RANKINGS:  
  
A couple of clicks into any sports website this time of year and youôll find what that platform 

describes as the definitive ópower rankingsô of every NFL team.  Theyôre inescapable, and 

everybody from ESPN to PROFOOTBALLTALK has their definitive list.   That process of 

ranking all 32 NFL teams is, frankly, a bit arbitrary and repetitive.  Nevertheless, as always at the 

start of every season, Iôm listing them in a national-average format regardless of where the Saints 

appear on each list.  
  
One year ago, we entered the 2018 Season believing that the NFC was the far-superior 

conference.   Many people were even touting it as dominant as the mid-1990s NFC.   While the 

conference was good at the top, it turned out to be less balanced than predicted.  In fact, you 

could make an argument that the AFC boasted four of the six best teams in football by seasonôs 

end. 
  
Twelve months later and the NFC feels even deeper than most predicted last season.  There are, 

probably, only three or four teams without much of a realistic chance of playing into mid-

January.    The AFC, meanwhile, is defined by their standard-bearers at the top.  The vast 

majority of football pundits believe the Patriots or Chiefs will represent their conference in the 

Super Bowl. 
  
However, as the NFL teaches us every year, this sport is as unpredictable as any on the planet.  

The league thrives on its parity, and nearly two-thirds of teams made at least one appearance on 

this list last season.  Hereôs a look at my very early NFL Power 12, the Top-Dozen teams: 
  

NFL Power 12 (as of Week 1): 
  

1.  Sorry everyone, but unfortunately the AFC East has not improved to a degree, 

where the reigning Division Champs are put into a position to be un-seated by ANY REAL 

COMPETITION.  It truly is a testament to how easy it is to get to 9 Super Bowls in 19 years, 

when the division that youôre in is pure crap.  Remember that season when every team in the 

NFC South went 7-9 and the Panthers won the division for a third year-in-a-row with a 7-8-1 

record?  Yeah, thatôs every year for the Pats.  Must be nice. 
  

2.   If not for the ñNOLA No-Callò the Boyz N Black & Gold would be coming off a 

Super Bowl appearance and, possibly, another championship season.  The Master Playcaller will 

tell you that doesnôt matter.  The Saintsô players have said that theyôre not  Weôll find out soon if 

the NOLA No-Call will affect the teamôs performance in 2019, but they enter the season as the 

most talented bunch in the conference.  Drew Brees and the ñAerial Assaultò marched down the 



field for a touchdown during their only drive of the preseason.  The ñDennis Allen-Dò has a 

chance to be better at all three levels than they were last season.  They finally have a young, 

exciting punt and kick returner on the roster that Iôm excited about!  This may be the Saints last, 

best chance to win their second world championship with Brees under center. 
  

3.   Patrick Mahomes is the NFLôs reigning MVP, coming off a season where he 

threw for 5,097 yards and 50 touchdowns.  Mahomes has the biggest arm in the League, a QB-

whispering head coach in Andy Reid, and an incredible arsenal of offensive weapons to work 

with as well.  Oh, and heôll turn the ripe-old age of 24 on September 17.  If thereôs one franchise 

set up to be the next Patriots it could be the Chiefs.  Of course, people were saying the same 

thing about Aaron Rodgers and the Packers after they won a Super Bowl after the 2010 season.  

Green Bay has yet to even appear in another Super Bowl.   Furthermore, the Chiefs (and Andy 

Reid) will need to prove they can actually win against the big boys in the postseason.  Sure, 

theyôve won double-digit games in 5 of 6 seasons that Reid has been head coach, but last season 

was the first time theyôve reached the conference title game during that span.  Until they get by 

the Patriots in January, the promising future remains just speculation.  
  

4.   The Eagles enter the season with the best offensive and defensive line 

combination in football.  Both units should be among the best in the NFL.  Their defensive front 

could actually be better after the departures of Michael Bennett (Patriots) and Chris Long 

(retirement) this offseason, assuming Derek Barnett is fully healthy.  Jason Peters remains one of 

the best left tackles in football, and heôll anchor a group with no obvious holes.  That will help in 

keeping quarterback Caron Wentz healthy.  Wentz was unable to finish the previous two seasons 

due to injuries and the team will need him to go all-the-way this year with their ñsecurity 

blanketò having gone to Jacksonville.  The Eagles will also benefit from a second place schedule 

and a division that has two teams seemingly entering, or still in, rebuilding mode.  Regardless of 

Elliottôs BIG-MONEY contract in Dallas, the Eagles should enter the season as the favorites to 

win the NFC East. 
  

5.   Did the Patriots give the NFL a blueprint on how to slow down Sean McVayôs 

offense in Los Angeles?  The Rams scored just three points in their Super Bowl flub, and 

defenses will no doubt try to emulate the Belichickian tactics used last February.  The Rams also 

remain a test-case in salary cap  allotting over $41 million this season to the receiver-running 

back-left tackle trio of Brandin Cooks, Todd Gurley, and Andrew Whitworth.  None of those 

players played up to their salary during their playoff run, but injuries took a toll on Gurley while 

Whitworth battled the demons of age.   Then thereôs quarterback Jared Goff, who will be playing 



the final season on his rookie contract before receiving a hefty raise.  The Rams also suffered 

heavy attention in free agency, with players like defensive tackle Ndomukong Suh, guard Roger 

Saffold, and linebacker Mark Barron leaving this offseason.  They signed aging veterans Eric 

Weddle and Clay Matthews, but itôs hard to see how the Rams are better entering the 2019 

season than they were leaving 2018.  They remain favorites in the NFC West, but Seattle and 

San Francisco are closing the gap. 
  

6.   Before training camp, the Chargers would have appeared much higher on this 

list.  With foot injuries and running back Melvin Gordon decided to hold out for a new contract 

and has yet to report to team headquarters.  Thereôs enough talent around this roster to 

compensate for those absences, but the Chargers will need to limit their attrition if they expect to 

compete with the conferenceôs big boys in January.  The straw that continues to stir this Los 

Angeles drink is quarterback Philip Rivers, who was outstanding last season in route 

to unexpected MVP candidacy.  Rivers will need to be as good as he was last year if the 

Chargers want to keep up with the Chiefs in the AFC West. 
  

7.   Few NFL teams can essentially go through a complete overhaul of their roster 

without a considerable drop off in wins.  The Carroll-Wilson Seahawks seemed to have solved 

that riddle, barely missing the 2017 playoffs before becoming one of the surprises of the league 

last year with a 10-win campaign and trip to Dallas on Wild Card Weekend.  The current 

Seahawks roster doesnôt look anything like the Legion of Boom group that made back-to-back 

Super Bowl appearances in the middle part of the decade.  Theyôve rebuilt around quarterback 

Russell Wilson and middle linebacker Bobby Wagner, who are now the highest paid players at 

their positions in the league.  General manager John Schneider traded defensive end Frank Clark, 

who had been franchised by the team but was reportedly not going to show up to work without a 

new contract, to the Chiefs, effectively back in the mix for winning the NFC West (over the 

ñRotten Ramsò) after wheeling and dealing the return picks they received from the Chiefs during 

the NFL Draft.    

8.   Bill OôBrien is treacherously close to entering Andy Reid territory with his lack 

of playoff success.  OôBrien has guided the Texans to the playoffs in three of his five seasons as 

their head coach, but heôs just 1-4 in postseason games.  That includes a 21-7 drubbing last 

January at the hands of the Indianapolis Colts this past January.  While the rest of the football 

world mourned the early-retirement of Andrew Luck, Texansô fans probably breathed a few 

sighs of relief.  The Colts were the consensus favorite in the AFC South before Luckôs 

retirement, but theyôll now have to rely on Jacoby Brissett at quarterback.  Thatôs great news for 

Houston, who now has the clear-best young quarterback in the division with DeShaun Watson.  



  

9.   Steelersô offseasons are typically noisy, with past stars like LeôVeon Bell or 

Antonio Brown driving tabloid-style headlines.  With those two players on other rosters, we 

barely heard a peep out of Pittsburgh.  Perhaps watching the playoffs at home last season for the 

first time since 2013 was a sobering wake-up call for an organization. 
  

10.  All four teams can make cases why theyôre better than last season, and most 

fans would have the Chicago Bears ahead of the Packers on this list.  Trubisky struggled with his 

accuracy at times in his second season, and doesnôt seem capable of carrying the Bears on his 

back late in games or when the defense has their rare struggles.  This is the first offseason since 

Rodgers took over for Brett Favre as the Packersô starter than he isnôt usually mentioned among 

the leagueôs best quarterbacks.  That conversation has been dominated by the Mahomes-Brees-

Brady trio the past few months.  The Packers stranglehold on the NFC North may be over, but 

Rodgersô reign as the best quarterback in the division isnôt.  Oh, and Green Bayôs third-place 

schedule doesnôt hurt. 
  

11.   If these rankings were a measure of offseason hype, the Browns would slot in 

as a clear No. 1.  Hype, however, rarely matches reality.  Many people thought the Rams would 

run away with the NFC last season, and the only thing they ran away with was the biggest heist 

in playoff history.     
  

12.   Picking preseason favorites for the NFCôs wild-card spots is a bit like bobbing 

for apples.  You dive in expecting to get a taste of one, only to lose it while having another 

smack you upside the head as you come up for air.  Iôll take the Vikings as the sixth-best team in 

the conference as we enter Week.  A couple reasons why.  First, they have the divisionôs second-

best quarterback (see above) and Kirk Cousins should be better in his second season in offensive 

coordinator Kevin Stefanskiôs system.  Minnesota also hired Gary Kubiak as an offensive 

assistant, which should help in Cousinsô development.   

 
 



 
 

 

 

 



EVIL FRANCHISE UPDATE:   With a victory over Godôs favorite team on Championship 

Weekend (in corrupt fashion), the Los Angeles Rams organization is now a member of the 

ñLeague of Evilò, replacing Seattleôs ñLegion of Doomò after its destruction last year.  Prior to 

this season; Seattle was a member of the Commissionerôs round-table, but has been relegated to 

just being bad, which isnôt good enough to be óevilô if that makes any sense.  

The Commissionerôs League of Evil round-table is committed to destroying the other 

underfunded, small market franchises to eliminate them from Playoff contention and itôll be up 

to the Boyz N Black & Gold to save the world. 

         

Go to http://www.dallasdomewhodats.com/LEAGUE_OF_EVIL.html to read all about this 

group and their sinister agenda to ruin the great American sport of football forever! 

 

 
 

 

 


