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The Season that  

Shouldõve Beené. 
 

 
 

The Saints 2010 Season officially ended last Sunday, but if youôre like me, youôve been brooding for some time 

now, and probably spent this past weekend cheering on Green Bay in the hope they would knock-out the ñDirty 

Birdsò and maybe even Chicago as well just so you could say; ñSee, the Seahawks didnôt deserve to be in the 

Playoffs!  They couldnôt even beat the Bears!!ò  Ok, maybe not rooting for Chicago so much, as just wanting to see 

Seattle lose, and probably praying that it might end in a tie (like I was) and then nobody gets to advance to any title 

game at all.   

 



 

However you spent this past Saturday & Sunday just know that after the loss we experienced last weekend I left 

The Quarter and went home and couldnôt sleep for another 12 hours.  I was up all night.  Watching game clips. 

Analyzing and trying to figure out what went wrong.  I was listening to Coach Paytonôs Post-Game press conference 

trying to gain some insight.  Then, when it got to the point I couldnôt talk about football or hear about it anymoreéI 

killed Nazi Zombies.  No, not real zombies, but the ones on my Call of Duty-Total War PS3 game.  What did you 

think? That I was a Govt. agent sent on a secret mission to protect our country after my football season was over?   

 

Not quite.   

 

So, what happened to change everything that seemed so clear from the beginning of Pre-season, which was, our 

inevitable return to the Super Bowl, (which came with the phrase, ó2 Datô) and the back-to-back Championship run 

that we seemed destined for after going so long without winning at all?  Everyone was resigned except three players.  

We had all the pieces in place.     

 

Heading into the playoffs last week, the Saints were confident that they would be able to come up with a strong run 

and, if they had to, play and win three games on the road.  They were still playing at a high level despite dropping 

two of their last three regular-season games even though the season finale was a kind of a dress rehearsal for the 

playoffs once they were stuck with the No. 5 seed in the NFC. 

That's why their 41-36 loss to the Seattle Seahawks in a wild-card matchup was so shocking and so disappointing -- 

they never really saw it coming, especially from a 10 1/2-point underdog Seahawks team that slipped into the 

postseason play on the final night of the season after a Rams team had choked. 

Because of the circumstances -- an offense that came up short on three red-zone possessions that forced them to 

settle for field goals and a defense that was picked apart by Matt Hasselbeck -- it was probably more difficult to 

swallow than anyone could ever imagine. 

  ñIt's just disappointment, I would say," coach Sean Payton said. "It's disappointment because 

you get to this juncture of the season and you anticipate trying to play your best football. So more than anything 

else, it's that disappointment.ò 

Even as I sat and watched this game I could see the disappointment in a lot of faces at The Quarter and the game 

wasnôt even over yet.  Some of us started to question Paytonôs play-calling, like, when the Saints needed a 2-point 

conversion to bring them within 3 points of tying the game late in the 4
th
 Qtr and we see newly signed RB DeShawn 

Wynn lining up behind Brees, instead of Reggie, and the immediate thought was; ñWhat are you doing?!ò  Along 

with other choice words.  What we didnôt know is that the Saints were so depleted at running back that halfback 

DeShawn Wynn had to be sent into the game with just under two minutes remaining because Reggie was injured 

and Julius Jones was out with a concussion that he had sustained in the 3
rd
 Qtr.   

There wasnôt anyone else left to run.  And a decimated injury-plagued Saints team was at the end of its rope.   

The Seahawks came into Saturday's game as the first division winner with a losing record (7-9), yet pulled off one 

of the biggest upsets in NFL playoff history, or did they?  The media would have you believe thatôs exactly what 



 

happened, but Iôd like to interject, and proclaim that this was a simple case of a mediocre team beating a 

Championship Teaméthat held together as long as they could, just to string together 11 wins, considering.   

The Seahawks held a 34-20 early in the fourth quarter before Drew Brees looked ready to lead the Saints on one of 

their patented comebacks. But RB Lynch broke about a half-dozen tackles for his TD with 3:22 left as Seattle 

finished off the Saints, allowing the Seahawks to be the first team in NFL history to record a playoff win after 

making the playoffs with a losing record, but that as I say, was a FLUKE.  Not destiny.   

So, letôs talk about destiny, shall we?   

 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 

Last yearôs Super Bowl matchup between Brees & Manning took place on the 25
th
 Anniversary of Super Bowl XIV 

between Joe Montana and the 49ers and Marino and the Dolphins. Both games mark the only two times that the 

leagueôs QBôs with the top passer ratings have dueled in the ñBig Gameò and the first time that the team wearing 

its ñroad jerseysò had won. 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

The 31-17 victory over the Colts in last yearôs Super Bowl continued the streak of Playoff victories while scoring 

ó31ôpts in each of the Playoff Rounds by the Saints?  Look at this! 

-First Playoff win in the Wild-Card Round:  December 30, 2000  New Orleans 31  St. Louis Rams 28 

-First NFC Championship Game win:  January 24, 2010  New Orleans 31  Minnesota Vikings 28 

-First Super Bowl win:  February 7, 2010  New Orleans 31  Indianapolis Colts 17 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 

Of course there are a number of other factors and little nuances that determined the rise of our Saints team           

from 2006 to the present (like the ones above), but many of you were wondering what happened to the        

ñSUPER-SAINTSò this year and why they didnôt show up in the nick of time to save the day?  There are a few 

different opinions, vague determinations and possibilities, but very few clear cut answers.  But I have one.  



 

WHAT ABOUT THAT CURSE ? 

 

Injury problems killed this team at tailback this year, like no other team before them. Reggie Bush broke his leg. 

Pierre Thomas hurt his ankle. Rookie Chris Ivory couldn't stay healthy either, and ultimately, Julius Jones got nicked 

up in the wild-card game. 

These injuries didn't just hurt the run game, they greatly impacted pass protection, with exhibit A being the playoff 

loss. As much as fans want to think a Drew Brees can do it alone, he can't.  With all the injuries, New Orleans ended 

up using five backs regularly: Thomas, Bush, Ivory, Jones and Ladell Betts.  Playing musical chairs with your backs 

in pass protection often leads to playing musical chairs at quarterback and the last thing the Saints need is for Brees 

to get hurt because some free-agent-off-the-street back doesn't know who to pick up on a third down block and if he 

had gotten injured this year, you can bet dollars-to-donuts that this video game wouldôve been to blame.  Or at least 

thatôs the angle the media wouldôve taken.   

But it just wasnôt the running back core, but the secondary as well, that seemed beat up all year and in the end it was 

the secondary that ultimately cost them the game.  

It was Coach Paytonôs play-calling, or Breesô career high interception stats, Reggieôs inability to have a break-out 

year, or Harleyôs 5 missed field goals all season that squandered their chances at a ñRepeatò.  It was injuries, plain 

and simple.   

Brees had a franchise-record 448 completions for 4,620 yards and 33 touchdowns during the regular season. His 

numbers were marred somewhat by a career-worst 22 interceptions, but Brees was under more pressure this season 

than last, largely because of the Saints' lagging running game. Even surprising rookie Chris Ivory, who had a few 

brilliant outings and was New Orleans' leading rusher, couldn't stay on the field consistently and was out for the 

playoffs. 

The Saints finished the regular season with the 28th-ranked running game, dropping the offense to sixth overall -- 

still strong, but also the worst ranking since Payton took over in 2006. 

By season's end, the Saints had five running backs on injured reserve -- and their top two remaining active running 

backs, Bush and Julius Jones, were hurt against the Seahawks. Brees was sacked 25 times, an increase of five over 

the season before.  Yet the Saints managed to post one of the best records in the NFC, winning 11 games for the 

second season in a row to make it back to the playoffs. 



 

Although Malcolm Jenkins was hurt for the playoffs, he had a superb season taking over for Darren Sharper as 

starting free safety. Rookie Jimmy Graham emerged as one of Brees' favorite targets and led Saints tight ends with 

five touchdowns, but he, too, was hurt for the playoffs. 

ON A SIDE NOTE:  The Saints were bounced early from the playoffs and now must evaluate all three phases of 

the game, including the backfield, to become a Super Bowl-level team again.  

So what's the answer? How can the SUPER-SAINTS make a comeback in 2011?  The Saints face an interesting 

offseason considering the 28 non-restricted free-agents theyôll have, but one thing is for certain.   

Defensive coordinator Gregg Williams withdrew from consideration for the Broncos' head-coaching job. That's 

not good news. That's awesome news! Despite the defense's failings in Seattle due to injuries, this guy is a 

commodity and they need to have him back.  The Saints have established a reputation as an attacking defense that 

forces mistakes under Williams the last two seasons and Coach Payton has stated that the rest of the coaching staff is 

being retained, but the other questions still remain, like, what do they do for the running game?   

Can Thomas be a workhorse, or at least get 15 carries a game and stay healthy? He's a free agent, one of a possible 

28 unrestricted players the Saints have on their roster, and he's never carried the ball 150 times in a season. Bush is a 

hit-or-miss player. That leaves Ivory, who has a Lisfranc injury that leaves his ability to work in the offseason in 

doubt. 

Coach Sean Payton has gotten away with the committee approach thus far, but it might be time to draft or acquire a 

guy who is capable of logging it 200 times, or at the very least, be an effective third-down option. And not be in the 

trainer's room. 

Thomas' contract is expiring, although it won't be clear if he's a restricted or an unrestricted free agent until the NFL 

and the players' union reach a new labor agreement. Thomas said he can't predict if the Saints will genuinely try to 

retain him, but he added that they sounded interested in doing so. 

"They told me positive things, but you just have to wait and see," Thomas said. "Just like they say, 'You can talk the 

talk, but do you walk the walk?'" 

Bush is due about $11.8 million next season -- the final year of his current contract -- and figures there's little chance 

the Saints will bring him back at that price. 

"Common sense would tell you probably not," said Bush, who added that he might be willing to re-negotiate if 

doing so produces an extension. "We'll see what happens. We'll see what we can do and how we can make this thing 

work." 

While Bush has been paid handsomely since signing his six-year rookie contract worth up to $62 million, his pro 

career has never taken off to the heights that he and many fans expected when he was selected second overall in the 

2006 draft. 

Bush has busted his share of highlight-reel touchdowns on punt returns, receptions and runs, but he has never been 

to a Pro Bowl or even rushed for as much as 600 yards in a season. 



 

This season, Bush missed eight games, and during the other eight games was used as a role player -- with just 36 

carries for 150 yards and 34 receptions for 208 yards. 

Bush was paid more than $8 million and was quick to say he didn't earn it. However, he also said things might have 

been different had he been healthy and played a greater role in the offense. 

"Obviously, I don't call the plays. I'm not the offensive coordinator. I'm not the coach. I can do as much as (the play-

calling) allows," Bush said. "I know that I can be that guy to go out there and give you more than $8 million worth. I 

can give you $100 million worth if given the opportunity. ... Obviously, I don't think I was able to live up to those 

expectations from a money standpoint. It sucks, and it's disappointing." 

While Bush said his role limits him from putting up the numbers that similarly paid players do, he said he couldn't 

argue with the results of Saints coach Sean Payton, whose offense spreads the ball democratically among numerous 

players. 

"Obviously with the style of offense we have, opportunities are more limited," Bush said. "I'm not sour or bitter 

about that because I feel like it's enabled us to be able to win a Super Bowl. We've been extremely successful in the 

five years I've been here. We have an unselfish offense." 

Bush will be due more than $11 million next season, the sixth and final year on his first pro contract. Whether his 

production through his first five seasons has justified that amount will be for coach Sean Payton and general 

manager Mickey Loomis to decide. 

Bush has made it through only his rookie season without missing games with various leg injuries, and he has yet to 

make a Pro Bowl. He missed eight games this season with a fractured right fibula and finished the regular season 

with 150 yards rushing, 208 yards receiving and one touchdown. He had 49 total yards from scrimmage at Seattle 

and dropped a first-down pass inside the Seahawks 5, forcing the Saints to settle for a field goal. 

This is a team that's won 27 games, including the playoffs, the last two seasons, but won't have a Super Bowl 

contending offensive line until it shores up the right tackle spot. Either that, or 31-year old Jonathan Stinchcomb will 

have to play much better.  Ironically, the Saintsô O-Line was nominated for a 5 time to win the Madden-O Line of 

the Year Award, but this season, Brees was sacked more times than the previous 2 years combined.  Not good. 

At safety, Sharper, 35,  played on a one-year deal and some questionable knees. Pierson Prioleau will be 34 in 

August and had some injury problems this season. With Roman Harper being a free agent, the club might draft 

insurance here. 

And then there's linebacker. 

The Saints outside linebackers have struggled. Jo-Lonn Dunbar and Scott Shanle made two impact plays all season 

between them: One sack, a forced fumble and no interceptions. Meanwhile, Jonathan Vilma had four sacks, three 

forced fumbles and an interception. 

Not every position can be addressed in the draft, so pending the CBA issue, this could be an area New Orleans 

addresses in free agency or via trade. 



 

Drew Brees, who has one year remaining on his contract with the New Orleans Saints, said Tuesday that he would 

like to sign an extension to remain with the team beyond the 2011 season, according to media sources. 

Even it would be a shock if Brees and the Saints didn't reach an agreement, something media sources reported both 

sides have made clear they want. There are at least a couple of factors that could complicate such a deal -- the 

uncertain labor situation (the collective bargaining agreement expires March 4) and the 27 other Saints players likely 

to become unrestricted free agents. 

Brees signed a six-year, $60 million deal with the Saints as an unrestricted free agent in 2006. That was later 

restructured to include voidable option years in 2012 and 2013. 

"I would definitely want this to be done sooner than later. But I also understand the process. So we'll just wait and 

see," said Brees, who added the "lines of communication have been open" since last year. 

Still, Brees also said there wasn't a sense of urgency to do a deal. 

But that brings up the next question. How did that same unit get dismantled by an offense that had about as much 

punch as Punky Brewster? That will be issue No. 1 as far as coaching and scheme are concerned this offseason. 

While Williams' unit was actually better overall than in their Super Bowl run, closer inspection shows an interesting 

disparity: Takeaways were down. So were the points scored off those takeaways. That means fewer short fields for 

Brees and the offense. Fewer game-altering plays, like a Darren Sharper pick-six. 

So, for Williams, the task of getting the attack mojo back is key, as well as putting the black hole that is the 

Seahawks game film behind him. If this club is going to win it all in 2011, it could very well start with the defensive 

coordinator. 

IN CASE YOU DIDNôT KNOW:  The New Orleans Saints franchise has actually never won a Playoff Game on 

the road before.  Out of the very few Playoff appearances that weôve had all of our victories have been while playing 

at The Dome.   

2010 SEASON ENDING TWIST : This entire season has taken one bizarre turn after another.  For starters, the 

Saints defense had a really bad game and got beaten by the only team to go to the playoffs with a losing record. The 

Falcon fans who were 110% convinced they couldn't be beaten at home because of their overrated QB got beat at 

home by us and got owned by the Packers at home in the playoffs.  The favorite to win the Super Bowl got spanked 

in their first playoff appearance AND it happened at home.  The Bears stand to make it through the playoffs via the 

easiest route ever taken by a team (only two playoff games and one of them is against Seattle).  

AND THINK ABOUT THIS?:   Just like I had predicted (earlier in the season) the Packers have won all of their 

playoff games and will be in the NFC Conference Championship.  And if we had won oursé.it wouldôve been held 

at The Dome.  But then think about this.  Even if we couldôve pulled out a win in Seattle, Coach Payton stated that 

Reggie and Julius Jones wouldôve been unavailable for a game against Chicago.  Could we really have won against 

the Bears (at Soldier Field) in the snow, with no running game whatsoever, and a secondary with holes in it?  

As much as I hate to say ité.probably not, but a chance at a revenge game wouldôve been sweet.      



 

DALLAS DOME WHO -DAT PLAYOFF  FAN ATTENDANCE : 

 

 SAINTS fans for the Seattle game:  123 

 

   

ñYou guys are the best!ò  - ñSouthlakeò Hartley òWeôll be back in contention next year!ò  -Reggie Bush 

ñéAnd donôt forget, that WE DAT!ò  - Pierre Thomas 

 

 

 
 

ñThanks again for coming up to The Quarter to support  

your Team, and ours!ò ï Rudy D & The Bev 

 

 

 



 

And the Staff  will be here next season doing the great job they do !! 
 

  ñAnd thatôs bcuz SAINTS Fans are the best!!  Who-Dat!ò  - Cyn the Waitress                                                                                   

 ñYou can say that again!ò  - Kristina the Waitress 

 ñWhat, Whoé.WHO DAT!!ò  - Madeline the Waitress 

  ñIôm going Cowboy Blue again next year!ò  - ñNeelyò the Waitress  

   
ñYeah, GOOD LUCK WITH THAT WHOLE THING!  Ahh, hahahahahahahahahahahaha!!!! 



 

 The VOTES are in forΧΦ 

 

FAN-OF-THE-SEASON! ! 
 

There were a total of 63 ballots turned in at The Quarter during our last game, along with 

12 ballots that I received via email over the week (which is why youôre just now getting this 

Newsletter).  It was a close race and actually came down to a few votes but in the end weôre all 

great Saints Fans and Iôm just glad that all of you have decided to make the Dallas Dome Who-

Dats your watching party destination on Sundayôs every year.      

  

 ñIôm proud of these Saints Fans.ò ï Shockey 

 

  ñNow thatôs TEAM spirit!ò - Colston 

 



 

FAN-OF-THE-2010 SEASON!!  
 

 
Ryan the Fan 

 

This crazy Who-Dat attended 11 out of 15 games at The Quarter this season; answered at least 1 

Saints Trivia Question (correctly); and won 2 Raffle Prizes during his visits! You can always 

count on him to be praying just before a Hartley Field Goaléor tossing his cap across the room 

during moments of bad officiating!   

 

For this, RYAN has earned the Dallas Dome Who-Dats Club honor of being the 1
st
 Fan-Of-The-

Season and will receive this yearôs GRAND PRIZE (which will be the ultimate SaintsGuyôs 

Surprise) and presented to him during our Season Opener for the 2011 Campaign!!  

 

 
ñCongratulations!  I knew we could count on your fandom.ò ï Coach Payton 

   



 

 
 

Why would you want to go anywhere else? 
 

 
 

          
 

THE QUARTER IS OUR HOUSE!!     



 

www.dfwsaintsfan.com 

 

 
ñThe Dallas Dome Who-Dats Website is up & running all year, so tell your friends  

about us and bringôem along with you next season!ò  - Keith & Tracy  

 

If you would like me to add friends or relatives of yours to the Newsletter List during the off-season  just send an 

email back to this address (thesaintsguy@yahoo.com) and Iôll get back with you ASAP!  And if you havenôt 

already; check out these links: 

www.thequarter.biz        www.facebook.com/quarterbar 

www.neworleanssaints.com 

 

 

 

http://www.dfwsaintsfan.com/
mailto:thesaintsguy@yahoo.com
http://www.thequarter.biz/
http://www.facebook.com/quarterbar
http://www.neworleanssaints.com/


 

 

 
ñUntil next season, take care, and beware of Evil Sports Franchises  

bearing gifts and other team apparel!ò ï The SaintsGuy 
 

 
 

2009 SUPER BOWL CHAMPIONS  
     1991                                  2000                               2006                                2009                  

         
 
 

SEE YõALL FOR THE NFL DRAFT - PARTY IN APRIL  at The Quarter !! 


