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The Season that
Shoul dove Bee

TheSaintSZOlO Season officially ended ebearsbroodhgfordangtmebut i f

now, and probably spent this past weekend cheering on Green Bay in the hope they woutd krtockt he A Di r t y
Bi rds o aewed Chicagp dsevell justsoyowoul d say; fiSee, the Seahawks didr
Playoffs! T h e y c evenlbéantidetBedrs 0 ©knpt rootiagyfor Chicago so much, as just wanting to see

Seattle lose, and probably praying that it might end in a tie (like | was) and then nobody gets to advance to any title

game at all.



However you spet this past Saturday & Sunday just know that after the loss we experiasteeekend |eft

The Quarterand wenthomea coul dndét sl eep for another 12 hours. I
Analyzing and trying to figure out what went wronigwas istening to Coach Payto6 s -Gamespress conference
trying to gain some insight. Then, when it go#lto the
killed Nazi Zombies. Nonotreal zombiesbutthe onen my Call d Duty-Total WarPS3 game What did you

think? That | was a Govt. agent sent on a secret mission to protect our country after my football season was over?

Not quite.

So, what happened to change everything that seemed so clear from the beginnirsgasdhrewhich was, our
inevitable return to the Super Bowl -to-back Bhamgionsbigronre wi t h
that we seemed destined for after going so long without winning aEakfPyone was resigned except three players.

We had all the pieces in place.

Heading into the playoffs last week, the Saints were confident that they would be able to come up with a strong run
and, if they had to, play drwin three games on the roatihey were still playing at a high level degpitropping

two of their last three regul@eason games even though the season finale was a kind of a dress rehearsal for the
playoffs once they were stuekith the No. 5 seed in the NFC.

That's why their 486 loss to the Seattle Seahawksiiwild-card matchupwas so shocking and so disappointing
they never really saw it coming, especially from a 10gdiht underdog Seahawks team that slipped into the
postseason playnathe final night of the season after a Rams team had choked.

Because of the circustances- an offense that came up short on threez@te possessions that forced them to
settle for field goals and a defense that was picked apart by Matt Hasselibeeks probably more difficult to
swallow than anyone could ever imagine.

filt's just disappointment, | would say," coach Sean Payton said. "It's disappointment because
you get to this juncture of the season and you anticipate trying to play your best football. So more than anything
el se, it's that disappointment. o

Even as | sat and walted this game | could see the disappointment in a lot of faces at The Quarter and the game

wasndt even over yet. S o me -callihg, likes whentthe Sdints dieeded-pdigtu e st i on |
conversion to bring them within 3 points of tgithe game late in thd"Qtr and we see newly signed RB DeShawn
Wynn |ining up behind Brees, instead of Reg@glong, and t h

with other choice wordsWh at we di d n BetSailksnwvere soidepletathuraning biackhat halfback
DeShawn Wynn Féito be sent into the gaméth just under two minutes remainibgcause Reggie was injured
and Julius Jones was out with a concussion that he had sustained'{rQitne 3

There wasnb6t an yAodaaecienhted amjurplagdiet Satnts teamuwvas at the end of its rope.

The Seahawks came into Saturday's game as the first division winner with a losind 7e@oset pulled off one
of the biggest upsets in NFllgyoff history, or did they? Thme di a woul d have you believe



ened, but 1 6d | i ke to in

p and proclaim that
mpionship Teaméthat hel d

p Ctl
a her as |l omgg as they c

h a ter|
Ch toge
The Seahawks held a-20 early in the fourth quarter befdbeew Breedooked ready to led the Sainten one of
their patented comebacks. BRIB Lynch broke about a hatfozen tackles for his TD with 3:22 left Ssattle

finished off the Saintsllowing the Seahawks to be the first team in NFL history to record a playoff win after

making theplayoffs with a losing record, but that as | say, was a FLUKE. Not destiny.

S:, |l etds talk about destiny, shall we?

Last year6és Super Bowl mat chup b e'tAmniversary & Super Bowl&IVMa nni n g
between Joe Montana and the 49ers and Marino and the Dolphins. Both games mark the only tiattiimes t

|l eagueds QB6s with the top passer ratings have duel ed |
its firoad jerseyso had won.

The 3317 victoryove t he Colts in | ast yeards Super Bowl conti nue
6316pts in each of the Playoff Rounds by the Saints? |

-First Playoff win in the WildCard Round: December 30, 2000 New OrleansSt. Louis Ram28
-First NFC Championship Game win: January 24, 2010 New Orl8anslinnesota Vikings 28

-First Super Bowl win: February 7, 2010 New Orle&dsIndianapolis Colts 17

Of course there are a number of other factors and little nuances that determined the rise of our Saints team
from 2006 to the presefitke the ones abovebut many of you were wondering what peped to the

i SUP-&RI N ThB gear and Wy theyd i dshdwtup in the nick of time to save the dajflere are a few
different opinions, vague determinations and possibilities, but very few clear cut answers. But | have one.



WHAT ABOUT THAT CURSE ?
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Injury problems killed this team at tailbattkis year like no other team before thelReggie Bush broke his leg.
Pierre Thomaséurt his ankle. Rooki€hris Ivorycouldn't stay healthy either, and ultimatelylius Jonegot nicked
up in the wildcard game.

These injuries didn't just hurt the rgame, they greatly impacted pass protection, with exhibit A tibaglayoff

loss As much as fans wto think aDrew Breescan do it alone, he can'With all the injuries, New Orleans ended

up using five backs regularly: Thomas, Bush, Ivory, Jondd.adell Betts Playing musical chairs with your backs

in pass protection often leads to playmgsical chairs at quarterback ahé tast thing the Saints need is for Brees

to get hurt because some fragentoff-the-street back doesn't know who to pigk onathird downblock and if he

had gotten injured this year, youcanbetdoltard o nut s t hat this video game woul dé
thatdéds the angle the media wouldbéve taken.

But it just wasno6t t he ryaswaellithatgeeimed bdat up al year,andlindhe ent ibveas s e ¢ 0 |
the secondary that ultimately cost them the game.

I't was CoackaRdythgndorplBayeesd career high inbwgrception
year, or HdrfFéegbdbd Homissall season that squandered the
and simple.

Brees had a franchisecord 448 completions for 4,620 yards and 33 touchdowns during the regular season. His
numbers were marred somewhat by a eawerst 22 interceptions, but Brees was under more pressure this season
than last, largely because of the Saints' lagging running game. Even surprising rookie Chris Ivory, who had a few
brilliant outings and was New Orleans' leading rusher, couldn'pstélye field consistently and was out for the
playoffs.

The Saints finished the regular season with the-g&tked running game, dropping the offense to sixth overall
still strong, but also the worst ranking since Payton took over in 2006.

By season'snd, the Saints had five running backs on injured reseasd their top two remaining active running

backs, Bush and Julius Jones, were hurt against the Seahawks. Brees was sacked 25 times, an increase of five over
the season beforeret the Saints mamged to post one of the best records in the NFC, winning 11 games for the
second season in a row to make it back to the playoffs.



Although Malcolm Jenkins was hurt for the playoffs, he had a superb season taking over for Darren Sharper as

starting free safty. Rookie Jimmy Graham emerged as one of Brees' favorite targets and led Saints tight ends with
five touchdowns, but heépo, was hurt for the playoffs.

ON A SIDE NOTE: The Saints were bounced early from the playoffs and now must evaluate all three gfhas
the game, including the backfield, to become a Super Bowel team again.

So what's the answekw can the SUPERSAINTS make a comeback in 2011? The Saints face an interesting
offseason considering the 28 naestricted freem g e nt st but gndthig is floacer&in.

Defensive coordinator Gregg Williamgthdrew from consideratiofor the Broncos' headoaching job. Thizs

not good news. That's awesome nelsspite the defensdailings in Seattle due to injurigthis guy is a

commodty and they need to have him backhe Saints have established a reputation as an attacking defense that
forces mistakes und#Yilliams the last two seasons and Coach Payton has stated that the rest of the coaching staff is
being retained, but the othguestions still remain, like, what do they do for the running game?

Can Thomas be a workhorse, or at least get 15 carries a game and stay healthy? He's a free agent, one of a possible
28 unrestricted players the Saints have on their roster, and he’'samied the ball 150 times in a season. Bush is a
hit-or-miss player. That leaves Ivory, who has a Lisfranc injury that leaves his ability to work in the offseason in

doubt.

Coach Sean Payton has gotten away with the committee approach thus far dpuit litemtime to draft or acquire a
guy who is capable of logging it 200 times, or at the very least, be an effectivedkirdoption. And not be in the
trainer's room.

Thomas' contract is expiring, although it won't be clear if he's a restricted orestricted free agent until the NFL
and the players' union reach a new labor agreement. Thomas said he can't predict if the Saints will genuinely try to
retain him, but he added that they sounded interested in doing so.

"They told me positive things, buby just have to wait and see," Thomas said. "Just like they say, "You can talk the
talk, but do you walk the walk?"

Bush is due about $11.8 million next seasathe final year of his current contraetand figures there's little chance
the Saints wilbring him back at that price.

"Common sense would tell you probably not," said Bush, who added that he might be willingetitete if
doing so produces an extension. "We'll see what happens. We'll see what we can do and how we can make this thing
work."

While Bush has been paid handsomely since signing higesixrookie contract worth up to $62 million, his pro
career has never taken off to the heights that he and many fans expected when he was selected second overall in the
2006 draft.

Bush has bust his share of highligirteel touchdowns on punt returns, receptions and runs, but he has never been
to a Pro Bowl or even rushed for as much as 600 yards in a season.



This season, Bush missed eight games, and during the other eight games was udegkyarrowith just 36
carries for 150 yards and 34 receptions for 208 yards.

Bush was paid more than $8 million and was quick to say he didn't earn it. However, he also said things might have
been different had he been healthy and played a greatén toke offense.

"Obviously, | don't call the plays. I'm not the offensive coordinator. I'm not the coach. | can do as much as-(the play
calling) allows," Bush said. "l know that | can be that guy to go out there and give you more than $8 million worth. |
can give you $100 million worth if given the opportunity. ... Obviously, | don't think | was able to live up to those
expectations from a money standpoint. It sucks, and it's disappointing.”

While Bush said his role limits him from putting up the numbleas similarly paid players do, he said he couldn't
argue with the results of Saints coach Sean Payton, whose offense spreads the ball democratically among numerous
players.

"Obviously with the style of offense we have, opportunities are more limited,"” €idh"I'm not sour or bitter
about that because | feel like it's enabled us to be able to win a Super Bowl. We've been extremely successful in the
five years I've been her@/e have an unselfish offense.”

Bush will be due more than $11 million next seagbe sixth and final year on his first pro contract. Whether his
production through his first five seasons has justified that amount will be for coach Sean Payton and general
manager Mickey Loomis to decide.

Bush has made it through only his rookie seasithout missing games with various leg injuries, and he has yet to
make a Pro Bowl. He missed eight games this season with a fractured right fibula and finished the regular season
with 150 yards rushing, 208 yards receiving and one touchdown. He hath¥gards from scrimmage at Seattle

and dropped a firaiown pass inside the Seahawks 5, forcing thetS#o settle for a field goal.

This is a team that's won 27 games, including the playoffs, the last two seasons, but won't have a Super Bowl
contendig offensive line until it shores up the right tackle spot. Either that,-@eaf oldJonathan Stinchcomiill
have to play much bettet. r oni ¢ al | y-LinetwaseaomBated fot as5GimeQo win the Madd@hine of

the Year Award, but this seasdrees was sacked more times than the previous 2 years combined. Not good.

At safety, Sharper, 35)layed on a ongear deal and some questionable knees. Piersor&uigill be 34 in
August and had some injury problems this season. Rbthan Harpebeing a free agent, the club might draft
insurance here.

And then there's linebacker.
The Saints outside linebackers have struggled.onn Dunbarand Scott Shanle made two impact plays all season

between them: One sack, a forced fumble and no interceptiteanwhile Jonathan Vilmdad four sacks, three
forced fumbles athan interception

Not every position can be addressed in the draft, so pending the CBA issue, this could be an area New Orleans

addresses in free agency or Wiade.



Drew Brees, who hasne year remaining on his contract with thew Orleans Saintsaid Tuesday that he would
like to sign an extension to remain with the team beyond the 2011 saasorging & media sources

Even t would be a shock if Brees and the Saints didn't reacdgeeement, sometlgrmedia sourceeported both

sides have made clear they want. There are at least a couple of factors that could complicate suche deal
uncertain labor situation (the collective bargaining agreement expires March 4) and therZJaints players likely
to become unrestricted free agents.

Brees signed a siyear, $60 million deal with the Saints as an unrestricted free agent in 2006. That was later
restructured to include voidable option years in 2012 and 2013.

"I would definitdy want this to be done sooner than later. But | also understand the process. So we'll just wait and
see,"” said Brees, who added the "lines of communication have been open" since last year.

Sill, Brees also said there wasn't a sense of urgency to dd. a dea

But that brings up the next question. How did that same unit get dismantled by an offense thatithas ralch
punch as Punky Brewsteilhat will be issue No. 1 as far as coaching and scheme are concerned this offseason.

While Williams' unit was actuly better overall than in their Super Bowl run, closer inspection shows an interesting
disparity: Takeaways were down. So were the points scored off those takeaways. That means fewer short fields for
Brees and the offense. Fewer gaattering plays, likea Darren Sharpepick-six.

S), for Williams, the task of getting the attack mojo back is key, as well as putting the black hole that is the

Seahawks game film behind him. If this club is going to win it all in 2011, it could very well start with theidefens
coordinator.

I N CASE YOU DI DTHhé New Rrikand\VSaintsainchise has actually never won a Playoff Game on
the road before. OQut of the very few Playoff appear an
at The Dome.

2010 EASON ENDING TWIST : This entire season has taken biwarre turn after another. For starters, the
Saints defense had a really bad game antbemien by the only team to go to theyplés with a losing record. The
Falcon fans who were 110% convincedytlteuldn't be beaten at home because of their overrated QB got beat at
home by us and got owned by thadRers at homin the playoffs. The favorite to win the Super Bowl gpanked

in their first playoff appearance ANDhappened at home. The&s sind to make it through the playoffs via the
easiest route ever taken by a team (only two playoff gamesrendf thenis against Seattle).

AND THINK ABOUT THIS?: Just like | had predicted (earlier in the season) the Packers have won all of their
playoffgames and wil | be in the NFC Conference Championshi
at The Dome. But then think about this. Even i f we ¢«
Reggi e and Jul i usnadiableds a gameiagathét Chécagb.eCouid we really have won against

the Bears (at Soldier Field) in the snow, with no running game whatseewkes, secondary with holes in it?

As much as |.prdbabty eot, bubahaneeyat advéngegam woul ddve been sweet.



DALLAS DOME WHO -DAT PLAYOFF FAN ATTENDANCE :

SAINTS fans for the Seattle game: 123

AYouyyg are -fifSeubbdsbakeooWadltll ebye back i!'néReggimBushnt i on next
AféAnd donot f or g-®ierre Thomast WE DAT! 0o

AThanks again for coming up to The Quart
your Team, T Rudyd &TherBsv! 0



And the Staff will be here next season doing the great job they do !

AAnd thatoés bcuz SAI NT®Datle a@ystheaWatress he best ! !

fiYou can say that agaih & Kristina the Waitress

) Wh o é . W6l ad@&ire The Waitress

Adm going Cowboy B!louieN eaegl ajMaitressheex t year

\ « oA
iYeah, GOOD LUCK WI TH T HAfh, hahdi@haBahahahahdh@Haha!!!!




The VOTES are in fer

FAN-OF-THE-SEASON!!

There were a total of3ballots turned in at The Quartéuring ourlast game, along with
12 ballots that | received aiemailover the weelwhich is why youre just now getting this
Newsletter) | t was a cl ose race and actually came do
great Saints Fans and | &dm just glad that al/l
Dats your watching partydet i nat i on on Sundayo6s every year

of .toShoskey Sai nt s Fan

ANow thatodos T@latdh spirit! o




FAN-OF-THE-2010 SEASON!

Ryan the Fan

This crazy WheDat attended 11 out of 15 games at The Qudnie season; answered at least 1
Saints Trivia Question (correctly); and won 2 Raffle Prizes during his visits! You can always

count on him to be praying just before a Hart
during moments of bad officiaiyh

For this, RYAN has earned the Dallas Dome Wais Club honor of being thé' FanOf-The-
Season and wil |l receive this yearés GRAND PR
Surprise)and presented to hiduring our Seaso@pener for the 2011 Caaigri!

ACongratul at i couldscbunt o yolk fard w miv@oach Payton




THE QUARTERIS OUR HOUSE!




www.dfwsaintsfan.com

A T h e adbwrind WheDats Website is up & running‘all )‘;‘ear,'so tell your friends
about us and bringbéem! alKethgTrasyi t h you next

If you would like me to add friends or relatives of yours to the Newsletter List during tseadbnjust sendan
emailback to this addregthesaintsguy@yahoo.cmnd | 61 1 get bAoHd WwWithowobaRr&ABL
already; check out these links:

www.thequarter.biz www.facebook.com/quarterbar
www.neworleanssaints.com

SAINTS

S


http://www.dfwsaintsfan.com/
mailto:thesaintsguy@yahoo.com
http://www.thequarter.biz/
http://www.facebook.com/quarterbar
http://www.neworleanssaints.com/

AnUnt il next season, take car e, and

bearing gifts and other team @ p a r ieThe SaintsGuy

2009 SUPER BOWLCHAMPIONS

1991 2000 2006 2009

SAINTS  SAINTS SAINTS SAINTS
* * * *

S E E AMGFOR THE NFL DRAFT -PARTY INAPRIL at The Quarter !

bewar e



